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An Account of the Military Force Employed in British India 
1856 

 
 

Royal Troops 
 
Dragoons 
 
Bengal 1/23/695* 
Madras 0/0/0 
Bombay 1/24/687 
Total  2/47/1,382 
 
Infantry 
 
Bengal 15/474/14,446 
Madras 3/86/3,170 
Bombay 4/106/3,869 
Total  22/666/21,485 

 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; Officers; NCOs & Rank & File 
 

Company's Troops 
 
Engineers & Sappers 
 
Bengal 120/71/1,328* 
Madras 69/81/1,097 
Bombay 48/9/594 
Total  237/161/2,962 
 
* Figures are European Officers; European NCOs; Native Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File 
 
Horse Artillery 

 
Bengal 3/66/1,018/457/351* 
Madras 1/31/478/212/0 
Bombay 1/21/478/0/100 
Total  5/118/1,974/669/451 
 
* Figures are Number of Brigades; Officers; European NCOs & Rank & File; Native 
Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File; Gun Lascars 
 
European Foot Artilley 
 
Bengal 6/105/2,100/780/759* 
Madras 4/76/1,605/628/625 
Bombay 2/44/1,020/262/211 
Total  12/225/4,725/1,670/1,595 

 
* Figures are Number of Battalions; Officers; European NCOs & Rank & File; Gun Lascars; 
Ordnance Drivers 
 
 
 



Native Foot Artillery 
 
Bengal 3/73/20/1,863/0/509* 
Madras 1/20/2/686/132/217 

Bombay 2/37/8/1,033/188/175 
Total  6/130/30/3,582/320/901 
 
* Figures are Number of Battalions; Officers; European NCOs & Rank & File; Native 
Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File; Gun Lascars; Ordnance Drivers 
 
Native Cavalry 
 
Bengal 10/119/29/5,031* 
Madras 8/116/25/3,140 
Bombay 3/49/6/1,426 
Total  21/284/60/9,597 
 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; European Officers; European NCOs; Native 
Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File 

 
Irregular Cavalry 
 
Bengal 24/84/14,200* 
Madras 0/0/0 
Bombay 9/16/6,870 
Total  33/100/21,070 
 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; European Officers & NCOs; Native Commissioned, NCO 
& Rank & File 
 
European Infantry 
 
Bengal 3/109/2,632* 
Madras 3/106/2,717 

Bombay 3/106/2,766 
Total  9/321/8,115 
 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; Officers; NCOs & Rank & File 
 
Native Regular Infantry 
 
Bengal 74.1,300/135/84,079* 
Madras 52/973/98/43,157 
Bombay 29/498/19/25,302 
Total  155/2,771/252/152,538 
 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; European Officers; European NCOs; Native 
Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File 
 

 
 
 
 
Native Irregular Infantry 
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Bengal 35/104/69/27,432* 
Madras 0/0/0/0 
Bombay 10/25/3/7,880 
Total  45/129/72/35,312 

 
 
 
* Figures are Number of Regiments; European Officers; European NCOs; Native 
Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File 
 
Veterans 
 
Bengal 87/192/0/279* 
Madras 61/284/2,895 
Bombay 18/0/574 
Total  166/476/3,469 
 
* Figures are European Officers; European Men; Native Commissioned, NCO & Rank & File 
 

Medical Establishment 
 
Bengal 366/0/320* 
Madras 230/304/108 
Bombay 206/130/223 
Total  802/434/651 
 
* Figures are European Officers; Apothecaries & Stewards; Native Doctors 
 
European Warrant Officers 
 
Bengal 157 
Madras 124 
Bombay 95 
Total  376 

 
Total Europeans Royal & Company 
 
Bengal 24,594 
Madras 10,352 
Bombay 10,158 
Total  45,104 
 
Total Natives Royal & Company 
 
Bengal 137,109 
Madras 53,201 
Bombay 44,911 
Total  235,221 
 

 
 
Grand Total European & Native, Royal & Company 
 
Bengal 161,703 
Madras 63,553 



Bombay 55,069 
Total  280,325 in India 
 
 

Return from East India House dated 12 April 1858 in Parliamentary Papers 
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