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THE GENERAL B O A i i  
m u m u  STATES FORCES, EUROPEAI~TI~EATER 

APO La6 

THE ILWOPJQ~GROW 

SECTIOX 1 

GENERAL 

1. Organization. The bniored Group iieadquarters and Headquar- 
t e r s  Company i s  organized almost i d e n t i c a l l y  wi th  tho, Headquarters and 
Heailquarters Company, Coinbat Gomnand of an Armored Division. It thus  
conta ins  the  necessary s t a f f ,  comnunication and t r anspor t a t ion  t o  en-
able it t o  function as the headquarters of a t a s k  force  com?arable in  
s i z e  t o  a coiilbat comand. h e  t o  ;he t r a in ing  o f  its personnel, i t  is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  sui table  t o  comand a task  force predominately armored. 

2. Allocation and Use. Ten Armored Croups were assigned t o  the 
European Theater and i n  general, one was a t tached  to  each corps. Inas-
much as the separate t a n k  b a t t a l i o n s  -irere attached one t o  each i n f a n t r y  
d iv i s ion ,  insofar  as that  vas poss ib l e  with t h e  number of  t m k  ba t t a -
l i o n s  avai lable ,  each group was responsible for the superv is ion  and 
l i a i s o n  with two s e p r a t e  tank ba t t a l ions .  The group, however, was n o t  
i n  the  chain of  command o r  zdministration of ,the separa te  t ank  bnt ta -  
l ions ,  ?ad thus had no real au thor i ty  over them. Thus i n  t h e  ma jo r l ty  
of cases the  group commander and his staff ac ted  in the capaoi ty  of a 
corps spec ia l  stcff sect ion f o r  armor,  t h e  tanks and o ther  r a d i o  equip- 
ped .vehicles being used for l i a i s o n  purposes m d  t o  supplement o the r  
ineans of  comunication. 

S E T I O N  2 

OPERATIONS 


3 .  Tact ical .  P r sc t i ca l ly  every  tank group vmsJ a t  one time or 

another,  assigned 5 task force mission. With very few exceptions , 

t hese  were contingent o r  emergency missions, t h e  t roops  never being

assigned o r  ot-tached and the opera t ion  nover ac tua l ly  required. Two 

examples of t a c t i c a l  missions a g a i n s t  the enemy are giver. below: 


a. 3d Armored Group (V  Corps, F i r s t  &my) - During t h e  per- 
i cd  17 t o  30 September 19b!i, t h i s  group conducted opera t ions  aga ins t  
t h e  S iegf r ied  Line, destroying p i l l  boxes and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  The 
troops usod varied with each czys operations,  cons i s t ing  a5 a r u l e  o f  
u n i t s  iron the 7 u s t  and 747 Tank Bat ta l ions  and one o r  more batta-
lions of' t hc  110th Infantry Regiment of :he 20t.h Infantry Division. 

b. 17th Armored Group (Third Amy) - During the period 4 t o  
9 March l 9 W ,  and whi le  attached t o  the 76th Infanntry Division, t h e  
17 th  Armored Group was the headqunrters of 3 t a s k  force ope ra t ing  
aga ins t  t he  enemy from the v i c i n i t y  of MECKEL, Gemany (L1244) i n  an 
a t t ack  e a s t  across the KYLL River and beyond. The fo rce  cons i s t ed  
of: 702d Tank Battalion, 1st and 2d Bat ta l ions ,  385th Infantry (Mtz),
355th Field h r t i l l o r y  Battalion, Battery C, 36Lth F i e l d  A r t i l l e r y  Batta-
l i o n ,  Company B 808th Tank Destroyer Bat ta l ion ,  Company B, 3015% Engi-
neer  Bat ta l ion ,  Battery B, 178th Anti-Aircraft A r t i l l e r y  B a t s d i o n ,  
76th Reconnaissance h o o p ,  one platoon, 997th Engineer Trendway Bridge 
Company, Nedical Detachment, 301s t  Medicd Bat ta l ion ,  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  
Dotachnent 76th Mili tary Pol ice  Platoon, Pr i soner  of Vim I n t e r r o g a t i o n  
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Detachment and A i r  Support party. 

Other Missions. 4. Upon stabil ization'  o f  the f r o n t  in Septerhr19u, various missions were assigned t o  the armored groups as: 
a, Operation of Corps Rest Centers (6th Armored Group, 7th 

Armored Group). 

b .  Organization of Corps rear area defenses (7th m o r e d  
Group, 17 th  Armored Group). 

c.  AdministratLon of provisional Mili tary Goverment ( I l t h
Armored Group). 

mnored Group). 

d. Supervision of schools (Flame thrower school, 6th kraored 
Group). 

e .  Supervision of epecial  training (?Iine exploders, 9th 

5. Fina l  Solutio!?. I n  the f a l l  of 1944 it became apparent tha t  
armored d iv is ions  required three rather ~ h a ntwo combat cm:.mds. The 
reserve command was insuf f ic ien t  i n  s ize  t o  operate i n  thc sm.e n m e r  
as t he  combat comands. A t  the sane time it was recognized tha t  there 
were insu f f i c i en t  missions fo r  armored groups t o  ju s t i fy  the i r  reten- 
t i o n  as such. The necessity f o r  a corps armored section was recognized,
but the e n t i r e  armored group was not required for  t h i s  ro le .  Conse-
quently the  p a c t i c e  of dividing the armored groups in to  two p a r t s  
arose. A s m a l l  section, usually headed by the group comander becme 
the  Corps Armored Section. The remainder of the group was attached t o  
an armored d iv is ion ,  where it was assigned t o  the  reserve comand. 
The 3d Armored Group was the  f i r s t  s o  employed. On 28 October it was 
assigned the dual role, 9 Officers and 2 1  en l i s ted  men being attached 
t o  corps headquarters and the remainder t o  the 5th Armored Division. 
By the end of t he  war,  t h i s  practice had become general. 

SECTION 3 

FACTORS AFFECTING A%[ORED GROUPS 

6 .  Committee Studies of t h e  Theater General Board have resulted 
i n  the  fonowlne rec~mmendatlons InaterlaLly at'iectmg the functions of 
the  drmored GroGp: 

a. Inclusion of a tank reginent i n  each infan t ry  division, by 
which t h e  in fan t ry  division assumes responsibil i ty f o r  the t ra ining and 
employment of in fan t ry  support tanks (Study NLmber 15, Orgznization,
Equ ipen t  and Tacticdl Dnployinent of the Infantry Division, and Study 
Number 50, Organization, Equipment and Tactical  mplojrment of Separate
Tank Bat ta l ions) ,  

b. Organization of the  armored division in to  the equivdient 
of t h ree  combat commands (study Number 48, Orgalization, Equipment and 
Tact ica l  hployment of the Armored Divislon) . 

c .  0rg.mization of a Headquarters, Special XqUipnent Troops 
t o  command a l l  armored special  equipment units (Study Number 5 2 ,
Armored Special  Equipment). 

7. The Operation of Armored Task Forces by annored groups V B S  
t he  rare excep ion ra ther  than t e ru l e  i n  tlie European Theater. !nY 
such force nus: of necessity contain a considerable proportion of In-
fantry. The use of a regimental combat team as the nucleus of such a 
t a sk  force thus appears more l og ica l  than the retention of armored 
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groups f o r  t h e  purpose. The inc lus ion  of a tank regiment i n  the i d m -
tryd i v i s i o n  f a c i l i t a t e s  t he  formation of such a task force md further, 
it improves teamwork by the use of un i t s  fami l ia r  with one another. 

8 .  k c m d  operations of armored groups i n  the European Theater 
i nd ica t e s  t h a t  t h e  r e t en t ion  of armored groups is unjustified. AdoF
t i o n  of any o r  all of the  recommendations re fer red  t o  i n  paragraph 6 
above w i l l  f u r t h e r  reduce the value of the armored group. 

SECTION b 

9. 	 Conclusions. Reterhion of the armored group i s  not just i f ied.  

10. Recommendations. It is recommended t h z t  armored groups be 
e l imina ted .  
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