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THZ G&"L BOARD 

UNITED STATZS FOKSS, ZUkOP&Al\T THdATZR 


APO 408 


ORGANIZATION, r;&UIPMdNT AND TACTIC& &TLOY&ffiNT 
OF SEPLBRATZ TANK BATTALIONS 

CHAPTEX 1 

MISSION AND SCOPX OF STUDY 

1. M6ISXDN. The a i s s ion  of this co,mittee i s  t o  p r e p r e  a re-
p o r t  and recomet--dations, f o r  submission t o  the President of t h e  Board, 
on t h e  t a c t i c a l  employment, technique, orgznization and equipment of 
separa te  tank ba t ta l ions .  

2. Scopa. The report  !vi11include: 

a .  Missions o f  separate tank battalions. 

b. Organization of separate tank ba t ta l ions .  

c. Najor items of equipnent t o  be included i n  each company 
of the  ba t t a l ion .  

d.  Major changes and additions necessary i n  current W 2 r  
Department publications pertaining t o  t a c t i c s  and techniques and t h e  
employment of t h e  separate tank bat ta l ions .  
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3 ,  GbWi?$&~SSXOWS. Tho separa te  tallk ba t t a l ions  wcrc organ-

i zud  as  GIIR Ros@rvC Bat ta l ions ,  sfid were assigned t o  armies, 
 However,
$n sctuual r a c t i c o  and opcrntfand tank b d t t a l i o n  was ntts&Bd t o  an 
i n f m t r y  d Bv i s i o n  and Usuallry opc od wi th  it throughout t h e  European
d?mpdighc but, bamuse  thoro  wa?u only 28 mcdiurn and two  l i g h t  sepa-
T R . ~ Othhk ba$ta l ions  f a y  42 i n fan t ry  d i v i s i o n s  i n  tho  *!JedtefCj theye 
w a h  fbw,tha?;j for shdr t  p o d o d s j  d i d  n o t  operate w i t h  t w o  al. mope d i f -
fb ruh t  divis ionkc So d o s c  was t h o  tank b a t t a l i o n  integrated with t he  
comlsht uchalolis of t h o  d i v i s i o n  t o  which i t  was at tached,  t he  na r ra t ive  
O $  operations of than. i s  usmlly t h a t  of t h e  d iv is ion  t o  which i t  was 

A L Elnploymunt 1 

Tho nocd f o r  a t t ach ing  a tznk  b a t t a l i o n  t o  an i n f s n t r y  div- 
l a i o n  boca-mo npp?ront i n  Normnndy crnd pol icy to  t h a t  offoct was estab-
l i a h u d ,  Thorc wore, howovor, no ins tances  o f  the sttwhmont of B sap-
3rn'La tank b s t h l i o n  t o  a n  imnorcd Division. Tho mcdium companies were 
u s u a l l y  Q t t n c h a d ,  anQ t o  m c h  r a g h o n t .  After tho f i r s t  f e w  weeks, i t  
b~camonn wcoptod p r a c t i c c  i n  a l l  armies t o  a t t ach  tho  s a c  compzny
whonuvur puas ib le  t o  t h o  samo rogimmt f o r  211 opcrations, o f fens ive  o r  
dcafonaivo, %hispormittod sono 'badly nocdod m i n t  enance of vehicles ,  
and rehnbWii;nt:lon of crews whcncvor t h e  regimant was out of t h e  1 i n e . l  

The l i g h t  compnnics wore not employed i i i  I?. uniform manner. 
Soma elivisians, pnr'Giculnr3.y .tho Ninth, a t tached t h o  l i g h t  company t o  
t h o  d i v h i a n  rcconnaissancc ,Lroop, Thase companies were gonerslly i n  
mobilo rcBorvQ, and a t  timas used to  roinforce medium coinpanies, How-
aver, 'thr; lnck  of f i r a  powwar, p s r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  ,the 371" gun, 2nd t h e  
vary l i p J i t  ~ rmar~ 1 d 0bhm gensrally incapnblo o f  accomplishing the  
dl?8.sir.ucl ndadons 1 4 3  

Tkc func t ion ing  of t h o  ba t t f i l ion  as 2 f igh t ing  u n i t  was 
mcap'l,ionnl., In *thu l i t t o r  p-.rt o f  t h o  war t h o  b a t t a l i o n  tendod t o  
bocwnrjl 7n ndminis t ra t ivc  u n i t  xnd advisory s t a f f  soct ion only. As an 
advlzjnry section, it w': s not  uniforlnly succcssful ,  Most commandurs 
agrubtd tha t  had thu bat,- tnlion baon a n  organic uni t  nnd trilined with t h o  
d i v i s i o n  prior t o  combat, n b c t t w  mutuiil. 3. undorstanding And s p i r i t  of 
c o n p m ~ ~ t ; i o nwould hnvo always pravs i lcd  e 

Thu nmrtars wort usod so l i t t l a  khat they must be regarded 
a@having bocn unnocosaary. They wore seldom cmployod t o  infZuonco a 
tnnlc w t i o n ,  and wwru of ton  zttschGd t o  in fan t ry  mortar u n i t s  t o  ra in-

Tho asmul.*l; guns wore hab i tua l ly  usod by some u n i t s  a s  rc-
i n f o r c i n g  nr t i l lo rg ,  Somc b a t t a l i o n s  groupod a l l  six guns i n t o  a pla-
toon  of t h r a  sections, and n soc t ion  thon attached t o  each company t u  
r c s h f o r c o  it dur ing  opcrat ions.  Its larger ca l ibor  gun and H%T (High 
l3xplnsivo Anti-Tank) ammunition would have mado it desirable  as n tank 
if' It hand had n powor t u r r e t ,  As n smoko woaRon it  i s  excollcnt,  and 
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i ts  r c t e n t i o n  i n  t h o  b a t t a l i o n  is i n d i c 3 t e d . l  
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CHAPTER 2 

5 .  Coordinnetion of ,-Tmk-Jnfnntrg-iirtiilerg-Engineer units. 

a.  Combat Teams. 

I n  modern warfere  t h e  comb?t t a m  has become t h e  keys tcne  
of a l l  success fu l  opera t ions .  The complexity of nen weapocs and t h e  
1imit)ations o f  e' ch g i v e s  3 complete interdependence of them on o t h a r s  
t o  a t t a i n  e f f i c i ency .  Nothing is more he lp l a s s  tb.an a l o n e  t ank  with-
out a r t i l l e r y  or i n f a n t r y  support .  Its inhcrcnt  b l indness ,  its weight 
and s i z e  mzke it t h c  n a t u r a l  t c r g e t  of a l l  eneqy f i r e s .  If f r i e n d l y  
a r t i l l e r y  i s  not coordinsted,  a hidden group of anti-tank guns will 
soon gc t  it, or i f  t h e r a  i s  no i n f z n t r y  n w r ,  a s  scon a s  t h e  t a n k  
~10 ' ;~sdo.wn it bdcomcs eesy proy t o  en memy infantryman ivith 4n s n t i -  
t ank  rocket gun. 

Dn t h c  o thor  hend i n  t h a  plannad ope r? t ion  whcro t h o  
tanks- infsn t ry-ar t  i l lery 2nd cnginecrs arc givon t h e i r  p ropcr  mission, 
m c  f o r  T!.ihich they  h w o  t r e incd  toge ther  a s  9 tcam, t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
e x h  w i l l  complomcnt tho woakncss of t h e  o thors ,  t hus  m k i r - g  t h o  s t rong  
conccrtcd e f f o r t  necessary f o r  success.  

b. Comnunicitior.. 

T h e  b iggas t  f . c t o r  i n  t e m p l a y ,  or t h e  combat t a m ,  i s  
casy and complete communication, t h a t  esch z r m  .?ley h.zvc work?ble means 
a t  h m d  o f  knowing what progrcss ,  or vhat d i f f i c u l t y ,  t hc  o t h e r s  a r e  
encountering. The most f o a s i b l e  zcdiuni, dur ing  combinzd oper-l t ions,  
i s  rzdio.  This h . s  been hmpercd  during t h c  opera t ions  i n  wes tern  
Europe due t o  t h o  l a c k  3f .s propcr r s d i o  t o  achieve t h i s  coord ina t ion ,  
Thc frequency modulated SCR 528 of th.r: t ank  and the SGR 3C€ of t h e  in-
f a n t r y  m d  cng in ie r s  d i d  not  nc t ,  m d  t h s  600 s i i r ics  o f  t h a  l r t i l l e r y  
ovcrlappod orily 2 t  t h e  and o f  t h e  band. By Decembcr this d i f f i c u l t y  
was p i r t i n l l y  mct by i n s t o l l a t i o n  of 300 s e t s  i n s ide  t h o  t a n k .  I n  
t h i s  w,?.y, r s l i t i v e l y  e f f i c i m t  r r d i o  contac t  be twen  t ank  2nd i n f m t l y  
clcmonts w:s, 0. t  i n s t ,  schicvkd, But two r sd ios  proved t o o  much t o  b e  
c f f i c i s n t l y  m?,nnod i n  B tLmk .nd, s incc  a l l  messzgcs hnd t c  bc r e l a y e d ,  
coirununic-.tion w . 3 ~slowcd and inzdequate.  All tank comtwders  f e l t  a 
grctit nasd for a radio that c o u l d  ne t  with thc  i n f m t r y ,  t e n k s  and 
a r t i l l e r y ,  but it never appeared. 

The use of tho talepnone on t h c  h c k  end of thc t a n k  was 
quitc: wldespread p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  F i r s t  and Ninth Armies. Th i s  t o o  
was a b a t t l e  cxpsdient and -vas t o  give quick communicn.tion batwccn t h e  
ind iv idua i  inf?ctrym.?n .?rid tank co;rur,ander. It was connectGd t o  t h e  
intcrphonc systcm and proved t o  ba a dra in  on t h s  b n t t e r y . l  

c. A r t i l l e r g  f i r e  cont ro l .  

Tho usc of one bTt ta l ion  forivsrd observer f o r  a r t i l l e r y  
f i r c  con t ro l  proved inadequate i n  t h e  s c p r a t c  tank b3t t2 . l ians ,  s i n c c  
they normally operntad by companios. An obscrver W ~ Sneeded v i t h  each 
tank comp'peny, t o  proper ly  con t ro l  supporting w = i l l c r y  f i r e .  ?%ore t h e  
t?nks v imc working i n  c losc  support of t h c  in fan t ry  ovw a- l i m i t e d  
objcc t iva ,  f i r c  d i r o c t i o n  from t h e  platoon comml-ndars vias o f t a n  re layad  
through t h e  i n f a n t r y  rcgiment, t o  t he  supporting a r t i l l m y .  The tank 
of f i co r s ,  unfor tuna to ly ,  hnd no t  had su f f i c i en t  previous t r n i n i n g  t o  do 
t h i s  e f f i c i i n t l y ;  and t k e  l - r t i l l o r y  observers, not f a x i l i a r  w i th  a tank, 
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were  of ten  r e luc t sn t  t o  r i d e  in (I t a n k  f o r  t h e i r  obswvat ion .  Many
commanders f e l t  t h a t  more t w i n i n g  of s r t i l l c r g  and tank o f f i c e r s ,  i n  
t h e  oppositi: arm, would havo b m n  very benef ic ia l .  Bet te r  r o s u l t s  
would have been ob;ained i f  a l l  t ank  o f f i c e r s  had beon wel l  t r a i n c d  as 
forward observers f o r  a r t i l l e r y .  

Ths employment of thb  l i a i s o h  p lane  f o r  work wi th  the 
tanks  of t h o  b a t t a l i o n  was used cxtonsivdly by tho  743d Tank Ba t t a l ion  
during February, LnFch and Apr i l  1945. This p lane  had a p r i n c i p a l  
missior, of spo t t ing  onomy armor, g iv ing  t h 3 t  i n f o r m t i o n  t o  bo th  t h e  
loading tank  dements  2nd t h o  n r t i l i c r y ,  and d i r ec t ing  the  f i r e  of  
both on it. The succoss & m i n e d  was noteworthy. 

d 4 Dcmolit ion. 

Some o f  t h c  bes t  ex-.m,.;iosof tank and sngineor coopera- 
t i o n  occurred on t h c  S ieg f r i ed  Line. Tanks moved up ,on p i l l boxes ,  
sealed tho  aper turcs  wi th  fir3, and allowed t h e  cngineers t o  move for-
ward m d  p lace  pc l c  chargcs .?painst t h e  doors o r  down a i r  ven t s .  In 
oper i t i ons  of  t h e  7 W s t  Tank Ea t t a l ion  i n  September 1944 a g a i n s t  th;, 
S i cg f r i ad  Line, w i th  cnginaers of thi: 28th Division, sm.11 t a m s  were 
organized f o r  reducing p i l lboxes .  These teams wor'o composcd o f  2. pla-
toon of i n fan t ry ,  a s e c t i o n  of t anks  snd 2. sqwd  of cngincers.  Tto 
tanks approochcd and f i r e d  i n t o  t h o  mbrnsures of th2  p i l l b o x  a t  c l o s e  
rang? while t h e  ongincers,  with t h e  in fan t ry  pb.toon, movdd t o  t h e  
pi l lbox,  placed charges and thc  i n f a n t r y  closed i n  t o  csppturc thosc 
who cnmc ou t  a f t e r  t h z  smoks c l e w e d .  This provzd t o  b e  3 very  suc-
c e s s f u l  operation, and such toams wers of tcn  mp10 od t o  r cduce  p i l l -  
boxes i n  breaking through thc S iag f r i cd  dsfansas. -$ 

e .  Bripdehmds. 

In t h o  est?.blishment of a bridgehead, over 2. rivor,  t h e  
standard typo t ? p k  c x m o t  cross i n i t i e l l y .  A hesvy pontoon or staei 
trcadway must be e rec ted  i n  thc  i n i t i a l  crossing. Curing thc; bu i ld ing  
of tho  bridges,  l i r e c t  HE m d  nuchine gun f i r e ,  from thi: tanks e.in 
mrltcrially a i d  i n  itcoping d o w  enemy s m d l  arms f i r s  from tha  
bridgc: site. 

I n  th?  c ross ing  of t h e  Roer on February 23, 1945, this 
type  of sup;:ort was c-rriod out w i t h .  good rosu l t s  by tanks o f  t h c  
7L+7th Tank Bat ta l ion ,  i n  support of t hc  29th Inf?n t ry  Division.3 

The use  of t h o  Bnilcy r a f t s ,  t o  f c r r y  tanks  f o r  support  
of ZI bridgehmd, was accomplished V i t h  succcss by thc  30th Div i s ion  i n  
fe r ry ing  tanks c f  t h c  743d Tank Bat ta l ion  acrcss  the  Rhinc Rivcr 
24 k r c h  1745. Tho Bailey r a f t ,  powxGd by n ssa iaulc, i s  :=. cumber-
some a r t i c l l ;  of cquiprnont,. I n  a i?stmoving opcrction such ? p lan  is 
imp-actical .  The Rhino had bccn ?. nl j o r  b a r r i m  th,%t hc ld  up t h e  ad-
vance f o r  some t i n o ,  allowing s p c c i n l  cquipincnt t o  ba brou&t for-
ward, 4 

I n  defensc of a briUIg?h I d ,  tanks can be used t o  cmrar 
f r iond ly  mine f i e l d s  and road b lccks  cs t sb l i shed  a t  c r i t i c 2 1  avenuos 
of  approach t o  t h o  bridgehaed. Ho!wwr, t hc  major propor t ion  o f  t h e  
tanks  should bc  used as  a rosur-,r?, u i t h  tn i n fan t ry  unit, t o  mact any 
enemy a t t a c k  on t h e  bridgehead f L S - l f .  

6 .  T a n k - I n f a n t r s - t r t i l l c ~ ~ r - ~ i n s e rUnits Suppor tid bv Air Force 
Elements. 

The use of c lose support 01 i i r  t o  the  Tank-Infant ry-hr t i l l c ry  
and Enginoer tc?ms rec-uircs coord5nq.tion of .? high order.  I n  t h l s ,  
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v i s m l  s igna l s  play a k r g o  role. Ident i f ica t ion  of frier.dly 2nd 
anmy u n i t s  must bb quick and " i s takeable .  The flourcscent pane l  
AP50~'iproved t o  bc excellent.  By var ia t ion  o f  t h e  red and orange 
pane l s  on succ-ssive days, compr,omisc by t h e  enemy vias lassencd. 

Lack 3f a common radio:,botwcen t a n k  m d  a i r  was a serious 
shortcoming. The VHF s c t  522 wes ins t a l l ed  i n  t h e  t-arks of  S ~ I Cbat-
t d i o n s  t o  givc d i rec t  contact b+acen tank and air .  Excellent re-
s u l t s  were obtained by Lhe 2 Armored Division with t h i s  mans  o f  d i r e c t  
cont-ct .  Requcst f o r  onc VHW S o t  pcr medium company were made by t h e  Ar-
mored Sec t ion ,  9 t h  Army f o r  scparate tank ba t ta l ions ,  ana one p c r  bat-
t a l i o n  was in s t a l l ed .  There is'sno report  o f  t h e  operation i n  coxbat 
of t h c s o  r ad ios .  

I n  mounting an opcratiQn, t h c  bringing of p i l o t s  t o  t h e  divi-
s ion  which m i l l  mke :hc attack, has proved vcsy vduab lc  i n  proparing 
s i g n a l s  and a1lo:ving t h e  groundiand sir  o f f i c e r s  t o  ge t  t h e  c l o s e s t  
poss ib l t :  cooporction. This riorkcd with marked success during t h o  opcr-
a t i o n  C09N t h a t  .nadc! -?cd q l g i t c d  the  brcekthrough west of St Lo. 
Direc t  r ad io  contact betwoen a i r  and l w d  tanks accounted f o r  des t roy-  
ing  m c h  enemy armor, v h i l o ,  sav ing  ~ h e r i c z n  tanks 3 o m  being dcstroyod 
by rurining i n t o  it head-on.5 
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CH:STER 4 

ME INFiNTilY DIVISION 

7. Type of Or,gmization and Size. 

The Proposed armored organization f o r  t h e  infan t ry  d i v i s i o n  
is a h n k  reginant,  a s  shown on chzrt  (See Appmdh  5)(Also Gsneral 
Board RsPort "Organizntion of t h e  Infan t ry  Divisionll). T h i s  tank reg i -
ment c o n s i s t s  of Regimental Hq Co, and t h r e e  medium ba t t a l ions ,  of t h r e e  
medium companies, a headquarters company and a scrv ice  company each. 
The b a t t a l i o n  i s  self-contained f o r  i n t e r i o r  sdJministration sr,d supply. 
These b 3 t t a l i o n s  w i l l  conform generally t o  t h e  Tank Bat t a l ion  T/O & E 
17-25, 18 November 1944, changes 1and 2, w i t h  t h e  following mjor 
changes: 

The mortar platoon i s  omitted; t h e  assau l t  gun pla toon  is in -
creased  t o  a six gun platoon, 2nd the  a s s a u l t  guns taken from t h z  tank 
companies; a recovary crgw is added to each recovery v c h i c l e  in addi -
t i o n  t o  t h e  mechanics already authorizcd; and t h e  l i g h t  tank  compsny i s  
e l i d n a t e d .  

' lh~Rcgimental headquerters under t h e  c o m n d  of 3 colonel  
w i l l  superv ise  t h o  t r e in ing  2nd employment of t h e  tank b.-t tsl ions.  
'his is a minimum control headqurrters for t + c t i c d  superv is ion ,  ndmin-
istration and cnployment only. The regimental commsnder V r i l l  b e  the 
advisor t o  t h e  d iv is ion  commander on zrmored employment 2nd a n t i - t m k  
dcfmsc, and w i l l  coordinate t h e  employment of t h s  armor with t h e  o t h e r  
arms of  t h e  d iv is ion .  He may a l s o  be used, when t h e  oppor tuni ty  pre-
s e n t s  i t s e l f ,  f o r  commanding an ennorcd t a sk  force .  

The hendqwxters sec t ion  inc.ludes comnunication personnd, 
both  m d i o  a n d  telephone, fo r  m ~ i n t a i n l n g  comunicntion wi th in  the  regi-
ment and d iv is ion .  

The a i r  l i a i s o n  sec t ion  of  the regiment will become a n  sir QP 
f o r  armor, The locz t ion  of enmy srmor and t P J l k  t a r g a t s  w i l l  be t h e  
p r h . r y  mission. An important secondary mission will ba thnt o f  a e r i a l  
reconnaissance f o r  tank commanders a n d  command con t ro l .  

?Re t,hrce ba t ta l ion  regiment w i l l  normally operr-ta with one 
b a t t z l i o n  i n  d i r e c t  supoort of each assau l t  regiment. Tha role of t h e  
se l f -propel led  ta& destroyer  will ba f i l l e d  by ths b a t t a l i o n s  w i t h i n  
t h e  regimental  zones. The ba t t a l ion  suppcrting onc regiment i n  resei-vc 

also consf&tute a nobile rosorvo zva i l ab le  t o  t h e  d iv i s ion  coman-
d e r  t o  reinforce the  main e f f o r t  or explo i t  3. breakthrough. 

8. Major Items of  Equipment. 

a. m. 
18 assaul t  guns i n  t h o  regiment There are 177 tanlts 

B c h  b a t t e l i o n  h l s  t h r e e  m e d i u ma s s i g c d  i n  t h e  following E..nner. 
companies of 17 tanks each, with three  Comlane tanks i n  t h e  co"ad 

in t h e  a s s n d t  gun Fiktoon of t ha  bait.-sectionand six 
There i s  a l s o  a mcch?ricsl  r e se rve  of f ivel i o n  headquarters con,ppany, 

tanks i n  each service company, 
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b. Connand Vchiclos. 

A full t r a c k  vchiclG is desired t o  replzco the  co,mznd 
ha l f t r s ck .  Thzre w i l l  bo s igh t  hi t h e  rcgihent, assigned c s  follows;,  
two comuand vehic les  t o  t h e  regimental herldqurirters company, two com-
mand vehic les  t o  each ba t t a l ion .  

c. Recovery Vehicles. 

There a rc  15 recovcry vehicles in the reginont assigned 
as follows; onc to csch medium company, and two i n  thc  ncrinton?.ncs pln-
toon of each b a t t a l i o n  sorvice coqany.  

d .  Supply VehfLclcs. 

The present 2 1/2 t o n ,  5 x 6, GE;G truck has provQd oom-
p l c t c l y  sa t i s f ac to ry .  Ths 3/4 ton veapons carrier is  t o  be replilccd 
by a 11/2 ton, cargo truck, and o m  of these i s  t o  be add2d t o  t h e  
supply sec t ion  of each company f o r  company supplies. 

e. Other Vehiclcs. 

Ninety-tvo 1/4 ton trucks in  the regimant a r c  as-
signed ?.s fallows; s igh t  t o  tho regimentnl headqucrrtors and 28 t o  each 
ba t t a l ion .  There a r e  four  more 1/4 ton trucks i n  t h o  proposed batta-
l i o n  than formerly. On:! i s fo r  m Edditional l i s i s o n  o f f i c t r ,  one ad-
d i t i o n a l  t o  t h e  headquerters sec t ion ,  and two t o  t h a  reconnaissxxc  
platoon, rap lac ing  t h c  h l l f b h c k  CGmmand vehicle,  Ha l f t rbcks ’wi l l  be 
replacGd by f u l l  t rack  personnel c,-.rriars. Six lii .ison e i r c r e f t  of 
t h e  L-4 typa ere assigned t o  t h e  rljgiieontal headquarters. 

f .  Communication Fac i l i t i e s .  

The radios in thQ comxnsnd and l i a i son  l/!t ton  v e h i c l e s  i n  
t h e  company 2nd ba t t a l ion  headquarters ,?re o f  the  S C R  508 se r i e s ,  or 
t h e  rad io  replacing it. The SCR 509 2nd 510, have not proved satis-
f?c to ry  bccsuso of l imi ted  se l ac t iv i ty  and renge. Tho necess i ty  i s  
paramount f o r  a t ”o way radio i n  a l l  tanks. 

9. Comparison of S ize  and StEni?th of Proposed krdorcd OrKaTani-
za t ion  with Present Nomu]. krmored k i t t i ch” t s ,  

The T l n k  Regiment propossd will hsve 121 o f f i ce r s ,  10 war r sn t  
o f f i c e r s ,  and 1843 en l i s t ed  n e x  Its mejor combat venicles will bz 162 
medium tanks and 18 lO5m assaul t  guns. 

Tho normal attached tank ba t ta l ion  numberid 37 o f f i co r s ,  3 
warrant o f f i c e r s  and 677 men. Its principal weapons w e r e  54 niediun 
tanks ,  17  l i g h t  tanks, six assau l t  guns ana three 8 h  m0rtars. l  

The tank destroyer ba t ta l ion  included 34 of f icers ,  2 warran t  
o f f i c e r s  and 592 enl i s ted  men. The principal we3 ons were 36 tanlc d u -
t royers ,  and six kl-8 armored cnrs,  w i t h  armament.E 

The combined strength of cormally attechcd tank and t m k  des- 
trpyer psrsonnd i s  therefore;  71 officors,  5 warrant c f f i cc r s ,  and 
1269 en l i s t ed  men. Thc t o t a l  of  mrijar m t e r i e l  i s  107 tanks and tanlc 
des t royer  vehic les ,  six assau l t  guns arid s i x  bi-8 ermorad cars. 

Thus t h e  proposed regiment shows 9 personnel i n c r m s e  of 50 
of f i ce r s ,  5 warrant o f f i ce r s  end 574 enlisted mcn i n  ;he t m k  rsg iment  
over tho norms1 attachments. The m j o r  items o f  mater ie l  a r c  inc reased  
by 55 tanks  over t h e  t o t a l  of tanks and tank dcstroyers n o r m l l y  
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a t tached .  Thus tho rsgiment shows an increzse o f  approxix~i;e.ly 50 per
cent  i n  men and mater ie l  over t h e  former attachments. 

10. Meri t s  of t he  Eoposed 0rRaniza;ion. 
,

The tank  regiment i v i l l  t . ke  over t h e  missions of t h e  t ank  das-
t roye r  b a t t a l i o n  a6 well 4s adcquately f u l f i l l i n g  i t s  primzry func t ion  
of d i r e c t  support  t o  the  infantr-y regiments. k bat ta l ion  i n  support of 
each regimental  combat team ivill give the  d iv is ion  t h e  ar.nored a f f i -  
ciancy necessary t o  properly f u l f i l l  i t s  combat mission. 

Tho use of tanks f o r  ovsr threc days  without maintenance hns 
proved t o  g rea t ly  reduce the i r  mechanical efficiency. There a i l 1  tlow 
be oppor tuqi ty  f o r  t h e  ba t t a l ion  commanders, by s k i l l f u l  u se  of ths 
ava i l ab le  tanks,  t o  even the  load on certain units and rraint3in a high 
level  of mechanical efficiency throughout. The mechanical reserve  of 
tanks  i n  se rv i ce  company will be of v i t a l  importance i n  ke5ping t h e  
combat s t r cng th  of t h e  b a t t i l i o n  a t  t h e  h i&es t  l e v e l  of e f f i c i ency  
poss ib le ,  by permitt ing inmediate replacement of tanks dwdl insd  f a r  
maintenance o r  l o s t  due t o  eneqy a ~ t i o n . 3 , 4 , 5 , ~ , 7  

The development of the  v i t a l  coordination and mutual under- 
s tanding  bztwaen tanks and i n f m t r y  a t  a l l  l e v d s  w i l l  be a natural 
outcome of being pa r t  of an integrated division team from thi;  o u t s e t .  
Experience i n  combat i n  t h i s  t hea t e r  has provod t b e  need f o r  t anks  in 
all types of operation, and it must therefore follow; t h s t ,  tanks in 
s u f f i c i e n t  s t rcngth ,  properly organized 2nd i n t sg ra t ed  within t h c  
d iv i s ion  i t s e l f  a r e  v i t a l  t o  eneble the  division to  a t t a i i  i t s  goa l ,  
o f  success in b a t t l e ,  
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CONCLUSIONS AND RIC0h”DkTIONS 

11. 	 Conclusions, 

a. The mission of  t a k s  i n  support of i n fan t ry  a s  La id  down 
i n  FM 17-33 i s  subs t zn t i a l ly  co r rec t .  I n  add i t ion ,  tanks should be  
assignGd th:: role presen t ly  assigned to  5ank destroyers.  

b. Tank u n i t s  organica l ly  i ss igned  t o  i n fan t ry  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l .  

c. Charac t e r i s t i c s  requi red  i n  the i n fan t ry  support t a n k  are 
3s follovJs: 

(1) Main armament - iiust be capable of p e n t r 8 t i n g  f r o n t a l  
armor of  a y  f o r e i g n  tank a t  s u i t a b l e  combat ranges 
2nd of e f f e c t i v z l y  f i r i n g  hi@. explosivcs and whi te  
phosphorous. 

(2) 	Uobi l i ty  - Cross-country mobili ty equal t o  or t e t t e r  
than  t h a t  o f  dismounted in fan t ry .  

Armor - Fron ta l  armor 2nd nrmor over a m u n i t i o n  :Stow- ( 3 )  
age must be capsble  of withstanding a l l  i’aroign..tank 
and m t i - t a n k  weapons a t  n o r m 1  combat rangos .  

(4) Csnmanic?tion - k radio,  whose frequency band and 
s e l e c t i v i t y  i s  i d c n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  used by t h e  infan-
t r y ,  a r t i l l e r y  and engineers should be i n s t s l l e d  i n  
a l l  tnnks.  An o x t e r i o r  telephone should bc a n  OVM 
(on veh ic l e  materiel) fea ture  of all t anks .  

d. Special  tanks, inc1l;ding super-heavy tanks ,  can  be inore 
e f f e c t i v e l y  cmploycd i f  assigned t o  tank b a t t a l i o n s . 6 f  a s p e c i a l  qquip- 
ment h e d q u e r t e r s  t han  i f  assigned t o  separa te  b a t t a l i o n s  of armored 
groups. 

G. There is no requirement f o r  tank  b a t t a l i o n s  o t h e r  t han  
those  assignncd t o  r.rmorcd d iv i s ions ,  i n fan t ry  d iv i s ions  and s p e c i a l  
equiprrent headquarters,  

12. 	 Recommendaticns - It i s  recommended: 

a. That a tank  regiment, organized e s s e n t i a l l y  as o u t l i n e d  
i n  Appendix 5 be assigned organic?.lly t o  each i n h n t r y  d i v i s i o n .  

b. That t h i s  regiment be  equipped with i n f e n t r y  s u p p o r t  t 
t apks  capable o f  f u l f i l l i n g  t h o i r  mission. 

c .  ’ That s p e c i a l  purpose tanks  not su i t ab le  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h e  i n f a n t r y  d i v i s i m  o r  the armorod d iv i s ion  be assigned t o  appropri-
ate u n i t s  of spec ia l  equipmont units and t h a t  s - p a r a t e ’ t a f k  betta-
l i o n s  as now organized be Qiminsted. 

d .  That p e r t i n e n t  doc t r ine ,  techniques and Tables of Organi-
za t ion  a n i  Equipment bo amended by appropriasa agencies  3f t h a  Kar 
DGpartment . 
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__ 

U M M ~ Y  OF ANSWERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE "THE SEPARATE TANK BATTALION' 


CORPS INFANTRY SEPARATE TPH C O Y B M D  
C M N D E R S  OIVColrMANouI N G- TOTYSQUESTIONNAIRE r -
YES NO YES NO NO NO%. -

14 3 3 

17 0 5 0 

I2 5 7 -- -
17 0 D -__ ~ 

17 0 0 

11 0 

-
15 I 

-
4 1 b 

__ _-
17 5 n 3 

11 6 3 2 9 

16 5 t 

---

5- 2 

5 2--
2 1 __ 

9 4 I 

13 3 2 

__ 

9 I 2 

I. 2 J 



APPENDIX 2 


SWRY OF 


OPINIONS OF DIVISION GO&iM)E% ON 


WFLNTRY TANK OPEMTIONS 


1. Mission of  Tank Battalions w i t h  Infantry Divisions. 

The mission of  thu tank battalion a s  outlined in EplI 17-33, 
19 Decomber 1944 i s  as follows: 

a. To 1e.d the  attack. 

b. To support by d i rec t  f i r c  the advance of t h s  l i g h t  tmks, 
c ther  medium tanks,  and ground troops. 

c .  To feel out the enemy and developweak spots, 

d. As r, resorve f o r  exploiting 3 success or breaking up a 
countcr-attack against  the supported unit ,  

e. To accompany the  i n f w q  ma assist  t h e  edvencc by dcs- 
t roy ing  o r  ncut ra i iz ing  au tomt ic  we?.pons and piliboxos holding up t h e  
advancc. 

f. Whcr. necessary against enemy t,lnks. 

g. %en necessary 25 dug-in piliboxos (exceptiowl). 

h. TO roinforcc a r t i l l c r y  f i res .  

i .  To assist the  i n h n t r y  i n  mopping up, 

Divisior, comcndicrs, i n  answor to -?. questionmire cle t o  t h e  
appropriatcness of t h i s  mission, 1.113pprovzd of it. There ana some 
divcrgcncc of opinion a s  t o  2,pppropristancss of using tsnks t o  rein-
fo rce  a r t i l l e r y  fires. The l imited f i r e  contrsl  equipment doc5 n o t  
allow f o r  grc1.t accuracy, and the smcll bursting rzdius cf i h c  pressnt 
tank HE she l l ,  E k e s  the z f f i c i cmy  of t h i s  type nf f i r e  open t o  seri-
ous question; 

An addi t iona l  r i s s ion  t h a t  should be included from combat ex-
periencc, is; the  transporting of  infantry t r o o p s  an t h e  tanks,  as 
t roop  carriers, i n  f a s t  moving operetisns, aherc speed iS essential. 

2. h o c n t  and Type of Tank & I I D O r t  fo r  I n f a n t v  Division. 

The incorporation of tank units as an orglnic p r t  of tho i n -
fan t ry  d iv i s ion  was very strongly urged by a l l  but one of the d iv i s ion  
~ ~ Y n a n d e r s  Brigcdier General Jesse A .  com-expressing opinions, Ladd, 
manding t h e  9th Infantry Division, h.as clearly sumariaed t h i s  view-
poin t ,  he  s t a t e s :  “Yes. It is imperative t h a t  tanks and i n f m t r y

Tank units th2 t  fough t  functfon toge ther  with t h e  closest cooperction. 
continually with.  t h e  same infantry division becmc an in t e&r? l 9 3 r t  o f  
t h e  teom. This teamwork can only be developed by mutual knovrlcdgc and 
FCSpect g?.ined Over fi long period of t i m e  where t h e  Lac un i t s  src i n  
da i ly  assoc ia t ion .”  

to t h e  mount of tanks in t he  d i v i s i o n  fEVOrs  atThe  
l e a s t  t w c  bat ta l ions .  with a strong minority favoring three  ba t t a l ions ,  
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a l l av ing  one b a t t a l i o n  t o  be i n  d i r e c t  supoort o f  each rcgimenL?.l com- 
b a t  team. 

The tank des i r ed  must be one inounting a gun Zble t o  cope wi th  
any enemy armor encountered, with su f f i c i en t  c ros s  country character-
is t ics  t o  b e  ab le  t o  operetc ovc'r all types  o f  t e r r a in ,  and t o  hcve 
s u f f i c i e n t  armor t o  enable t h e  tank t o  stand and Ils1u.g it ou t f rw i t h  
t h e  enemy. 

3. Type of Armored Organization with t h e  Infan t ry  Diviston. 

Tho th r so  b a t t a l i o n s  are  t o  b e  cocrdinated f o r  t r a in ing ,  
superv is ion  ..nd t a c t i c a l  eniploymnt undor a small rcgimcntnl hmdquzr-
t e r s .  All comanders who bzlievcd th2.t more t h . m  one tank b a t t z l i o n  
should bc orgznic, fcvorcd a small cont ro l  headquarters. Major General 
Robert C .  k c o n ,  commznding 83d In fan t ry  Division, i n  advocating a 
regiment, s t a t e s :  IIYcs. The n i z x i m u m  flexibility of cmploymcnt c a n  be 
obtained; con t ro l  f a c i l i t a t e d .  The tank headquarters should be  capable 
of  t a c t i c a l  operat ions as well as pcrformnce or" adininistr,?.tive func-
t ions .  I! 

4. Major Items of Mzter ie l  Eesired. 

Brigadier General 0. S. Rolfc, commanding 7lst Infantry Divi-
sion s t z t c s :  Y"crc should be m infmtry  txk, slow moving, czpable 
of covering any type of t e r r a i n  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  armorcd t o  be zble t o  
opcrztc w i t h  i n f x k r y . "  I f ,  howcvcr, t h e  s t i nda rd  medium tnnk has a 
gun of 90mm o r  grcatcr, capable of coping with 111enemy ermor, and i s  
i t s e l f  sufficicntly armorcd t o  "s lug it out" then  a s p e c i a l  i n f m t r y  
t a n k  would not  hwve strong advocate. Unlcss signs1 acivcntages csn b c  
obtaincd i n  t h e  i n f m t r y  tank  o f  armrmont, menouverability and a rmor ,  
t hen  a s p c c i s l  ififantry t o n k  would bc undesirable from a mzintenance 
and procurement s t a n d p o h t . 

Thc l i g h t  t a n k  conippeny cannot adaquately support t h e  rcgi-
munkal. combat tc,ms and should bo replaccd by a medium company or  elim-
h at ed  , 

5 .  The Placc of  t h e  T m k  Ccstroycr. 

If a t m k  i s  given t o  t h e  Infantry with 3 proper anti-tank 
gun, t h e  d iv is ion  conmpnders s t rong ly  f ivor  t h 2  replzcament o f  the 
tank destroyer with 3 tnnk, within t h 6  Infwtry  Division. 

6. Need f o r  GHQ Bat t ? l ions .  

The opinion of division commanders fi-vors a few GHQ fank Bat-
ta l ions ,  in Corps o r  Army resorvt?th-t can be a t h c h e d  t o  an I n f a n t r y  
Divis ion mking thc Corps o r  Amy main e f f o r t ,  i n  add i t ion  to ths tanks 
org.-mic within one division. 



1. 	 Hiss ion  of Tank Ekttalipns with I n f z n t q  Division. 

it i s  t h e  opinion of the ba t ta l ion  cotrma7ders of  tank  bzt ta-
l i o n s  o?crs t ing  with inf?ntry i i v i s i o n s  in combat, tha t  the  mjhsicns 2 s  
l a i d  down i n  FM 17-37 a r c  sound 2nd n o  inportant changes ?.re rocgp.-
mended. I n  S-ptmbar 1944, L t  Col “!elborn G. Dolvin, s t a t ed  i n  an 
a f t e r  a c t i z n  rep3I-t: “It i s  r2il izCd thz t  rap id  zdvznccs, fcl3.nwing e 
brcakthrcugh, warrant taking changes, hut it i s  no tmcr thy  t h a t  when 
p r inc ip l e s  l a i d  down i n  f i e ld  minu3ls sere fcllowcd, excellent results 
were bbtzirod. On tho c ther  hmd, deviation fro,2 bzsic pr inc ip les  ofter. 
resu l ted  i n  f a i l u r e  of in;  opmq-tions with r e su l t an t  losses i n  ran and 
mater ie l .  I t  

2. 	 Amount md  Type cf Tank Slipport f o r  Id-. 

Tanks i r k e g m t t d  2s B p a r t  of tha Infan t  Division a r e  
s t rongly  desired by tank ba t ta i ion  comandors.l,2, 7,4,5,6,7 A t  lesst 
tw.2 t a t t a l i o n s  i s  t h e  minimum requirement, 

3. 	 Ma.jor Itsms of k t c r i c l  Dcsired. 

a, The need of a mcdium t a n k  with 9 gun czpabie of destroy-
i r g  ;my enemy t a m  e t  1000 yards, reduced &round p r e s s u s  t o  cn?blc 
t h e  tank t o  operzte over a r i  t e r r a i n  in which in fan t ry  dgh t  br; nor-
xally sxpccted to operxt,c, and armor suf f ic ien t  t o  r epe l  a n t i - t m k  f i r e  
a t  normal ranges i s  the  major c r i t i z a l  requirement as t c  ~ x r i e l ,  
Tho przscnt ess,-.ult gun is sa t i s f ac to ry  i f  9 p o x r  tr2verso roplaccs 
t h c  prcscnc h m d  traverse.  

b. 	 Light tanks o f  t h e  M-21, type ere required.  

4. The Place of the Tank Destroyer - The t : d c  destroyer r.tt3-
l i x i  should be reoleced bv ’a  tznk ba t ta l ion  which can zcccmpllsh t h e  ~~ 

ant i - tank  .rissi~xj,as viL1 -IS be a reserve t o  replace the tanks -per-
a t i n g  with t h e  assauit achdon,  t o  reinforce th,? r ? . h  e f fo r t ,  ir a-
p1oi.t end hreekthrough. 

5 .  Need f c r  GHQ Seserve 3 a t t 3 l i o n s .  The opinion of t h c  separate 
tank b a t t a l i o n  c “ m d e r s  i s  divided as t a  th.: m e d  of separzte GHQ 
ba t t a l ions .  f iccc favoring t . h m  b.se their  cpinion on ?. belief t h a t  
2 fc;u ba t t a l ions  a t  army l e v e l  should  be nvc?ilal:le fo r  p i r t l c d z r  o r  
spec ia l  operations. 

6 .  	 bh,jor Chacges i n  zii: Yczdquarters Cmpanv. 

a. 	 The rdconrdssance ulatoon. 

%is platoon should be  increased i n  s i z e .  The hslft l-ack 
should b e  rcplccsd by a 1/4 ton o r  an armored car .  Neod for  bc t t i - r  
r:dios of t h e  x3 528 szr ies  i n  p lzce  of SCR 510’s i s  i id i ca t ed .  

b. 	 Tho assaul t  w n  3letoon, 

It is belicvsd by a l l  in t -mimed o f f i ce r s  t h a t  a l l  tho 
This WSs
a s s a u l t  guns i n  tho battalion, six, should bo i n  (?no platoon. 

t h e  normal y d p - ~they oiyxated, and ’?/C L 3”s dqould be ckangcd accord- 
ing ly .  WPZNDCL 3 



c. The Mortar Platooq.  

This  Platoon WES seldom employed end it  is the  p reva i l i ng  
opinion t h a t  it could well  be elirnin?.ted i n  the  in t e re s t  of s i n p l i f i -  
ca t ion .  

7 .  Major Chanacs i n  Service Companz, 

The Serv ice  Company oporated e f f ic iont ly  i n  t h e  ba t t a l ion .  
The 2 1/2 t o n  t ruck  W x  one of t h e  outstanding vchiclcs in t h e  . m y .  
It i s  recommended t h e t  a crew should be assigned t h o  recovery vohic lzs  
f o r  recovory 0d.y. Tne care of  t h e  vchiclo and i ts  recovery opcr. t i : .n 
i s  a f u l l  t ime job, ana should not be done by t h e  l imited nmbcr  of 
mechanics a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  ba t to l ion .  

8. U. io r  ChanRes i n  the Medium Company. 

The Medium Company should hzve m e  uxtra off icor  Tssigncd t o  
it for  adminis t ra t ion ,  l i a i son ,  and reohcement of platoon leaders. 

The assault gun should be takon from t h e  mediun company end 
placed i n  assaul t  gun platoon. 

9. B . jor  Ch;n&os i n  thc  Light  Tmk Comparq. 

The opinion favors the  r+ ten t ion  of the l i g h t  tank conpny  
equipped wi th  an  M-24 tank. The p e r f o m n c c  of t h i s  v&iclL i n  c l o s e  
follow up and I n  woads f igh t ing  proves i t s  valuc to t h e  ba t ta l ion .  

10. 	 Cormunicstion and Liaison. 

a .  Eff ic icncy  of In fan t ry  - Tank Comumc3tion. 

Thc Infant ry  Tank comunicztion during t h e  Europcm can-
paign was gcncra l ly  unsa t i s f -c tory .  Thcre i s  a pressing n s d  for  3. 

m d i o  s tandard  i n  a l l  Q n k s  t h a t  has  the same frequencies as t hose  
standard with t h e  in fan t ry  and a r t i l l c r y .  

b. Typo of Communication Desired. 

(1) 	 - A11 t anks  should have 7 stendard twc way 
radio. 

i= - Thcro should b* a sm11 wirl: section and wi re  (2) 
and tolephones i n  the  ba t ta l ian  T/E f'X COR"i .ca-
t i o n  i n  the  d iv i s ion  tclophcne c i r cu i t .  

c .  L ia i son .  

TheroThe need f o r  t r s ined  l i a i s o n  o f f i ce r s  i s  strong. 
should be a t  least two 3.n each b a t t a l i o n  cech with a quarter t o n  
equipped wi th  a twc way SCR 52G series radio. 

The s i x t h  o f f icer  need4  i n  t h e  company could alsc 2 c t  3s 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  when tt.e company is on a detached c r  sd - indeponden t  
mission 
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? October 1945 
SECTION I1 

1. Do YOU r~"=nend a chapgc in t h e  size of the  tvlk plt.toon? 

L t  Col Felber - No 

Lt  Col Dolvin - YOS 

L t  Col h t e s  - No 

Msj McNeill - No 

kj Gurrir. - No 


2. If YOU have recomncnded thzt t h e  tenks cf the  infsntry divi-  

s i o n  be organized in to  a tank regiment, would you recommend t h e  tanks 

be organized i n t o  platoons of four tanks each instead of f i v e  if t he  

l i m i t a t i o n s  be placed on t h e  number cf tanks per division? 


L t  Go1 Felber - No 

Lt Col Dolvin - Yes 

L t  Coi Bates - No 

Maj McNcill - Yes 

Maj Guerin - Ro 


3 .  What g e n e r ~ d  type of tank o r  tanks of those now i n  production, 
o r  RS s tancard  eguipnent, do you recommd f o r  opcraticns w i t h  t h e  in-
fantry d iv i s ion?  

L t  Col Fclber - H-24 2nd Med tank with less grpnd pressure, 
more armor, and gun w i t h  muzzle ve loc i ty  of 3500 f/s or  more. 

L t  Col Dolvin - hi4A3E8 
L t  C o l  Bates - 50%with s l igh t ly  more armor then M,4A3E2 and 

f l o t a t i o n  of bU+/i3EB, and 50% of improved LI-26. 
Maj M c N e i l l  - M-24 and M-26 
Baaj Guerin - New tznk wi th  lawcr silhouette, mcre f i r e  power 

and more armor. 

4. Do you recommend t h a t  t h e  bc t ta l ion  comnder  hzs a gun tank 
o r  a special  s t a f f  tank, without a hYavy gun m d  room inside f o r  maps, 
deta  shee t s ,  etc? 

I 

Lt  Go1 Fclber - Yes, i f  it appears like stsndard tank. 
L t  Col Dolvin - Yes, if it ap?e?rs l i k e  stvldsrd tank. 
L t  Col Bates - NO 

' 	 Maj McNeill - Yes 

Y a j  Guerin - No 


5 ,  &, YOU rec-md my changes in the  present radio i n  ths  
tanks? 

L t  c o l  Felber - Yes universal  tank-infantry-r:rtillcry n d i . 0  
set. Each tank needs 2-way radio. 

L t  Col Dolvin - present rad io  sa t i s f lc tory  except need 
one r ad io  f o r  tank-infantry-arti l lery ,

L t  c o l  Bates - Present radio T/O and E inclusive of thc 
29 AN/VRC3s is excellent.  

M a j  McNeill - Yes 
M3j Guerin - Yes - a tank-infzntry-arti l lery radio would b e  

idea l  if highly sk i l l ed  t echn ichns  were not required t o  operate it. 
APPENDIX 3 



6 .  A s i g n a l  corps r a d i o  cen  cover t h e  wave b+nd o f  t h e  i n f m t r y -  
t a n k - a r t i l l e r y  s e t .  Would you rbcomend such a un ive r sa l  rad io  b e  
used by a l l  t h r c e  arms? 

E 	 L t  Co l  Fe lber  - Yes 

L t  C o l  Dolvin - Yes 

L t  C o l  Bates - Yes 

Mfij McNeill - Yes 

Maj Guerin - Yes 


7. Do you recommend any major  changes i n  t h e  headquarters com-
pany? 

Lt Col Fclbcr - Yes 
L t  Col Dolvin - Not i n  o rgan iza t ion .  But equip m0rts.r 

p h t o o n  with 4.2'1 mortars,  
L t  C o l  Bates - Yes 
Maj XcNeill  - Yes 
Maj Guerin - Yes 

8 .  I f  you answer IfYes" t o  2 

a.  How would you c h n g e  t h e  command sec t ion?  

L t  Col Fe lbe r  - >lake Bn Cmdr f u l l  colonel.  Add one l i a -
i s o n  0. 

L t  Col Dolvin - Ldd two l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s .  
L t  Co l  Bates - Have t h r e e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s .  
Maj McNoill - No change. 
Maj Guerin - None 

b. What change do you recommend i n  t h e  reconnaissance p l a -  
toon? 

L t  C o l  Fe lbe r  - Increase by 4 E/T and 5 l/4 ton t r u c k s ,  
m k c  4 reconnaissance  sec t ions .  

L t  Col Dolvin - Increase t r j  t h r e e  sec t ions  of t h r e e  1/4
t o n  t rucks  and an armored car. 

L t  Col Bates - Have twc p la toons  in s t ead  of one. 
Maj McNeill - Make same a s  Div i s ion  reconnaissance t r o o p .  
2Yhj Guerin - L i g h t  lirmored C a r  i n  l i e u  of h a l f t r a c k .  

c. Vhat ch?nge d o  you r c c o m m d  i n  t h o  a s s a u l t  gun p l a toon?  

Lt  C o l  Felbcr - Mzkc i t  b a t t o r y  of e ight  guns comnanded 
by a cap ta in .  

L t  C o l  Dolvin - Add two o f f i c e r s  and f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  pe r -  
sonnel. 

L t  C o l  Bates - Have all six assault guns i n  Lhe p l a toon .  
Maj b1cNeU.l - Put  =dlassault guns i n  p l a toon  organize  

i n t o  b a t t e r y .  
Maj Guerin - I n c r c a s o  t o  six howitzers.  

d. Whet change do you recommend i n  t h e  mortar p la toon?  

L t  C o l  Fe lbe r  - D e l e t e  it. S u b s t i t u t e  cub p l x m  s e c t i o n .  

L t  C o l  Dolvin - Equip it wi th  l a r g e r  mortlrs. 

Lt  C o l  Bates  - Eliminate it. 

Maj McNcill - Disband it. 

Maj Guerin - I n c r e a s e  t o  six tubes .  




9. Do you recommend any mjor changes i n  t h e  servicc company? 

L t  Col Fe lbe r  - Yes 

L t  Col Dolvin - Yes 

L t  Col Bates - Yes 

Maj McNeill  - Yes , 

Maj Guer in  - No changes. 


10. I f  yqu ansvror ''Yes" t o  $ 

a. How would you change t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  section? 

L t  col Fe lbc r  - Inc rcese  clerks and t ranspcr tz t ion .  

L t  Col Dolvin - No c k n g e .  

L t  Col b t e s  - None, 

Maj McNeill - Inc rease  r a t i n g s  f o r  clerks.  

Maj Gucrin - None. 


!'hat change would you r e c m e r d  i n  t h e  ration sec t ion?  

L t  C o l  Fe lber  - Increase  i t  s l i g h t l y .  

L t  Go1 Dolvin - Provide r z t i o n  s e r g e m t  i n  T/O and E. 

L t  col Ebtes - .Id6 r a t i o n  sergeant.  

Maj KcNeil1 - Add r a t i o n  se rgean t  and two hzndlers. 

M8.j Guerin - None. 


c .  vhhnt change would you reconmend in the t ranspor ta t ion  
p l a toon?  

L: Col Felber - Increase  by 4 - 1/4 ton  trucks. 
L t  Col Dolvin - Add a s s i s t a n t  d r i v c r s  t n  a l l  trucks,  2nd 

m u n i t i o n  sergeant  and fue l  md  lubri-
c a n t  se rgeant .  

L t  Col Betes  - None. 
kj McNeill - hdd a s s i s t a n t  drivers t o  aU trucks,  snd 

m " i t i o n  se rgean t  and a fue l  and l ub r i -
cant sergeant .  

Maj Cuerin - None. 

d. Vhlt chmgcs  would you reconmend in the min tenmce  pla-
toon?  

L t  C o l  Fe lber  - Incrczse  i n  a l l  soc t ions  in men and equip- 
ment. 

L t  Col Dclvin - Crcws  o the r  t han  mechanics. 
L t  C a l  Bates - None. 
&,j McNeal - Should have 3 Med tanks maintenance see-

t i o n s  and one l i g h t  tank section tha t  C 3 n  
work indepc ndent l y  . 

Maj Guerin - None. 

11. It had been suggestcd t h a t  crews of tank recovW' 
should be  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  maintenance p e r s o m u l  and be concerned 
on ly  w i t h  a c t u a l  rocovcry 2nd evacuation, do YOU reccxhend t h i s ?  

L t  Col Felbcr - Yes 

L t  Col Dolvin - Yes 

L t  Co l  Bates  - No 

MajpMcNeill - Yes 

Maj Guerin - No 




12, If you have recommended a tank regiment would you recmiend: 

a. ?hat t h e  b a t t a l i o n  mintenance platoon be reduced in size 

Lt Col Felber - No 
Lt Col Dolvin - No 
Lt Go1 Bates - NO 
Maj NcNeill - No 
Xaj Guerin - Defin i te ly  not. 

b. "tiat t h e  rogimcntal mintenance cchelon do a l l  but tho 
fi&niniun csscntial maintenencc f o r  e f f i c i a n t  oper.--ticn? 

Lt C o l  Felber - No 

Lt Col Dolvin - No 

Lt C O ~Ebtcs - NO 

Maj McNcill - No 

Ma,j Guerin - No 


13, Khr3t o t h e r  recomiendntions on orgenimtion,  equipment or tech-
nique cf tanks w i t h  infantry divis ions will you mke?  

Lt Go1 Fclber - Tank CcJmpsnios should be ccrnmancied by b j o r s  
and havc tcta.l of 7 o f f i c e r s ,  s e p m t e  k t t a -
l ions d e f i n i t e l y  need a dentist, 
Gener2.l 

Rmks of all enlisted men should be ra i sed .  

Put 2n Ordnance Cmpany (Heav ikhtenance 

Tank) i n t o  t h e  ba t t a l ion ,  

A11 tank crew members should be equipped 

w i t h  p i s t o l s ,  


hIajor Guerin - d i l l  tcnk crews should be equipped wi th  pis to l s .
A small arms-resistant plastic bubble for  t h e  
use of t he  tank comarider shou ld  bz develcped. 
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TANK REGIMENT 


jo1

LI 
0-121 I843

wo-IO 

0-l3 70 
wo -I  

0-36 
wo -3 

591 0-36 
WO-3 

591 0-36 
wo -3 

591 0-8 66 

ATCHD & *  
4 TRAILERS 114 
4 TRAILERS I T 

3 TRUCKS II/f!T GARGO 
I TRUGK 2 l E T  CARGO 

I 5  TRUCKS 114 T 

0-5125 
I 

wo-I I0-1 I l l  0-61 6 0-14 lee 0-4 
wo-3 

133 0-6 112 0-6 IIL 0-6 I12 

60 CARBINES GAL .30 
24  PISTOLS AUTO GAL .45 

6 AIRPLANE LIAISON 
2 CP VEHICLES FULLTRACK 
I CARRIER FULLTRACK 
3 VEHICLES WIRE LAYING 
2 TRUCKS 2 l ie  T CARGO 
2 TRUCKS I m  T GARGO 
8 TRUCKS 114 T 

I TRAILER I T 
8 TRAlLERS 1/4 T 
I TRAlLER 3 KW GENERATOR 

PJO CARBtHES CPL -30 
396 PISTOLS AUTO GAL .41 
24 RIFLES GAL .30 M I 

6 ASSAULT GUNS 
9 CARRIER FULLTRACK 

5 TANK MEDIUM (MECHANICAL R€SERVE) 
5 4  TANK MEDIUM 

E7 TRAILERS I . T  
15 TRAllERS 114 T 

17 TRAILERS M 16 
2 8  TRUCKS, f/4 T 

6 TRUCKS I l /e T 
35 TRUCKS 2 I/* T CARGO 
2 TRUCKS WRECKING HEAVY 
5 VEHICLES TANK RECOVERY M 32 

I TRAILER 3 KW GENERATOR 

APPENDIX 5 3 ATTACHED MEDICAL PERSONNEL NOT INCLUDED IN TOTALS OF REGIMENT. 


