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TaLTICS, BMPLOYWENT, TECHNIQUE, QRGANIZATION AND RQUIPENT
OF MECHANIZED CAVALRY UWITS

INTRODUCT ION

Mission

The mission with which the directive pertaining to this report
charged its authors was to prepare a report and recommerdations, for
submission to the theater coamander, on the tactical employment, tech-
nique, organization and equipuwent of mechanized cavalry units.,

Scope

The directive prescribed that the repors would include investi-
gation and consgideration of the following:

The general mission and future role of mechanized cavalry units.

The generusl organization of mechanized cavalry units,

Armament and equipment of mechanized cavalry units,

Tactical doctrine for employment of mechanized cavalry units.
Sources

For list of principal records studied, ses Bibliography, at end
of report.

For list of combat-experienced senior comnanders and mechaniged
cavalry unit commanders whose opinions were obtained in writing, see
Appendix 1.

Jor extracts from minutes of a coni‘erencelz conducted by the Arnored
gection, The General Foard, on 27 November 1945, and list of conmbat~
experienced mechenized cavalry wnit commenders who attended, see appen—
dix 2.

Preparation ¢f Report

The information obtained from the sources indicated above was
carefully analyzed and evaluated, and then formulated in the follow-
ing report.

Appendices

In appendices 10, 11, 15 and 16, which present examples of opin-
ions expressed by offlcers who employed or comranded mechanized cav-
alry units in combat, divergent as well as concurrent views have been
included,
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CAVALRY UNITS

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL MISSION, TACTICAL DOCTRINE AND TCHNIQUE,

AND FUTURE ROLE OF MiICHANIZED CAVALRY UNITS

SECTION 1

1. Introduction,

Mechaniged cavalry, modern form of an ancient arm, made its
first battle-field appearznce es an clement of the Aray of the United
States in ¥Yorld War LI, All coabat experisnce with this arm, as newly
constituted, was therefore gainerl in this war; and furthcrmore, the
bulk of it was obtained in the European Theater of Oncrations. Hence,
in order that the value of mechardzed cavalry may be fairly judged, its
combat performance in the Buropean Theaber must be analyzed, Tc make
such analysis is the object of this section.

2. Types of Mechanizod Cavalry Units which Fought in Furopean
Thester of QOperaticons,

a. The following types of mechenized cavalry units fought in
the European Theater of Oparations:

(1) The mecharized cavilry group, composaed of group head-
guarters and headquarters troop and two attached
mechaniged cavelry reconnaissance squadions.

(2) T™e mechanized cavalry recommissance squadron as-
signed to the armored division (1lipht),

(3) The mechanized cavalry roconnaissance troop assigned
to the infantry division.

.b. VWhile bearing a diifferent name and having a diffcrent or-
ganization, the armored reconnaissance battalion, assigned to the ar-
mored division (heavy), occupied @ position corresponding to that of
?he me;hanizcd cavalry recornalssance squadron in the ampored division

light). :

3. Mission, Tactical Poctrine and Technioue of Mechanizod Cavalry
at Time_of Invasion of Normandy. .

a. Mission and Role,

(1)" The prescribed mission of mechanized ecavalry when the
invasion of Normandy began was rucennaissance, and
this mission was to be performed with a sdnimum of
fighting.



(2) Paragraph 38 of Fisld Manuzl 100-5, Operations, ex-
pressed the mechanizad cavalry role as fnllows:

"Mechanized cavalry units are organizod, couipped,
and traincd to perform rscennzissance missions em-
ploying infiltration tactics, fire, and maaeuver.
They ongege in coxbat only to the extont necessary
to acrnomplisli the nssigred missions,V

(3) Hechanized eavalry units had beer orgenized and
aculpped upon the basis of this rolw and its nmethod
of accomplishmens and hance had bYeen reduced to mini-
mwn streagbth in respuct to both personnel and equip-
ment (sec relcrence listed in poragraph 2 b (4),
Bibliomrenhy),

b. Tactical Doctrine.

Tac tactical doctrine which governed the employment of
mechanizod cavalry units was contained in paragrapns 3% to 41 of Ficld
Manual 100-5, Operations, and also in paragraph 2 of Training Circular
107, War Department, 1943,

¢. Technigue,

N 1)
Reconnaissance techrique was prescribed in paragraph 7 of
Training Circular 107, “er Department, 1943,

. Assignment and Attachiont of Mechanized Cavalry Units in Furo-—
pean Theater of Uperations.

a. (1) Thirtcen mechanized cavalry groups, and one unattached
mechanized cavalry roconnaissance acuadron, fought in
the Buropean Theater of Cperations,

(2) These unite were 2ssigned to armies and habituslly at-
tached to corpsy and mosi of these attachments wvere,
in coffceb, largely permanent. Cerps frequently fur-
ther attached these units, for operationa only, to
divisions, ecupecially to irfantry divisions (see
Appendix 31).

(3) Fer chart of these units, ond thelr nesigrments and
attachments, sce Appendix 22,

b. Thirteen mechanized cavalry roconnaissance squadrons fought
i the Buropean Theater of Operations as organic units of armored divi-
sions (light), and two armoyad reconmissance battalions as organie
units of srmored divisions theavy).

) o, Forty-two meclhaniz.d cavalry recommaissance troops fought,
in tho Europcan Theater of Operntions s organle units of irfantry divi-
sioens.

h

5, Employment of Mechanized Cavalry Units in Eurcpcan Theater of

Opuarations.

a, Tynes of Missions.

(1) Tor the purpess of this study, the missions porformed
by mechenized cavalry units In the Europcan Theater of
Operations have becen classificd as:,

(a) Offensive combat, including attack os well as
pursuit and exploltation.
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(b} DNeofensive combat, including defonse, delaying
action and holding of koy terrain until arrival
of main forces.

(c) Reoccnnaissance,

(d) Security (for other arms), including blocking,
moving and staticnary screening, protocting
flanks, maintaining contact between larger units
and filling gaps.

(c) Spociezl operations, including acting as mobilo
reserve, providing for security and contrel of
rear areas, and operating an army information
service.

(2) This classification was based upon that given in
paragraph /., Field Manual 2-15, Employn.nt of Cavalry,
with medifications found necessary in maldng the study.

(3) Tt is poinbed out that the accomplishmont of recon-
raissancs missions normally involved offensive coambat
and that vhe accomplishmunt ¢f sceurity aiselons fre-
quently invelved offensive combat.

b, Mechanized Cavalry Groups.

{1) For a sumuary of the employment of mechanized covalry
groups in the Europsan Theater of Qperztions, bascd
tpon a study of the porforasnes of 12 of such units
in combat, see appendix 3.

(2) Types of missions were performed by those units in
the lollowing ordar of the frequency of thoir occur-
rence (percantages arc approximate): delensive com—
bat (33%), special oprrations (29%), scourdty (25%)
offensive combat (10%), and reconmissance (3%),

(3) Tho most striiting points rovealed by tids sumuary are:

(e) Ths performance of pure reconsaissance missions
by meechanized cavalyy groups was rare,

(b) The performencu of defernsive missions by mech-
anizod cavalry groups wWas Commorl,

(¢} The ratio of days of primarily dismounted em-
pnloyment to days of primarily mounted employmeant
vias about 1.8 to 1,

(d) Tor performance of offensive, defensive and
security missions, 1t was normal for the mech-
anized cavalry group to be reinforced by a bat-
talion of fiold artillery, o battalion of tans
destroyers and a company cf combat engincers,

c, Mechanized Cavalry Roconnaissance Scguadrons and Armeorcd
Reconnaigsanco Battallons, Armored Divisions.

(1) Tor a summary of the employment of meshanized cavilry
reconnaissanco squadrons assigned to armorcd divisions
(1ight), =nd armored rcconnaissance battaliong ae-
signed to armored divisions (heavy), in the Ruropenn
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(3)

Teater of Operations, based upon a study of the per—
formance of eight of such units in combzb, see Appen—
dix 4.

Types of missions were performed by these units im the
following order of the frequency of their cccurrence:
special operations (48%), seeurity (24%), reconnais-
sance (13%), defensive combat (11%), and offensive
combat (L%),

The most significant points revealed by this summary
are:

(a) These units performed considerably more recon-
naissonce missions than mechanized cavalry groups
or mechanized cavalry reconnaissance troops in
infantry divisions.

(b) Hlements of thesc units were frequently detached,
for service with combat commands and task forces.

(¢) These units, ofien less & considerable number of
dabachments, were in reserve more often than were
mechanized cavalry groups and meschanized cavalry
reconnaissance troops of infantry divisions.

4.  Mechanizod Cavalry Reconnaissance Troops, Infantry Divisions.

(1)

(2)

(4)

CAPABILITIES

For » summary of the employment of mechaniged cavalry
reconnaissance troops in infantry divisions in the
Europecn Theater of (perations, basaed upon a study of
the performance of nine of such units in combat, se=z
appendix 5,

Types of missions wers performed by these units in the
following order of the frequency of thelr occurrences
security (50%), special operations (39%), reconnais—
sance (6%), defensive combat (4%), and offensive com—
bat (1%),

The main points revealed by this summery are:
(2) The performance of security missions consumed
one-half of the time spent by these units in

convat,

(b) Thoese units were not normally reinforced, except
for the performance of offensive missions,

although not indicated in the summary, the study
showed that thess units wers normally employed intact

.

<ND CHaRACTsRISTICS OF MACHANIZED CAVALRY

6. References.

a, For examples of the employment of mechanimed eavalry units
in combat, sse Appendix 6.

b. For report of Headquarters, First Army, on mechanized cav-
alry operations, sce Appendix 7,
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7. Capabilitics of Mechanizcgd Cavalry.

a,

Paragraph 5, above, reveals and a study of Appendix 6 sus-

tains, the finding that the capabilities demonstrated by mochanized cav-
alry in the course of its coibat performance in the Buropean Theater of
Opcrations were not limitoed to reconnaissance, nor did such develop to
ho the primary mission of the amrm,

i,

(L)

(2)

Instead, it is found that mechanized cavalry units
oxecuted, generally with creditsble success, most of
the traditional comdat missions of the cavalry—-namely,
to quote paregraph 34 of Field Manval 100-5:

U0ffensive combat; oxploitation and pursuit; selzing
and holding important terrain until ., . . arrival of
.+ o main foreesy ground reconrmaissance; . . .
screcning o . .3 securibty for . . . other forces

. +; delaying action; covering . . . rebroprade
movements of othoer forcss; combat liaison between
larze unitsy acting as . . . mobile resarve for

harassing action; and surprise ac-

otnar forces;
tlon against designated objectives decp in hostile

rear araas,”

In addition, mechanized cavalry units defonded oxten~
sively, both on river linss and ulsewhere; and thedr
offensive operabions included attacks agsinst forti-
fiod localities and river lines, night ccombat and
fighting in towns, woods, mountains and snow.

4 study of the combat record furbther showis that recon-
nalsconce was fraguently performed by rechanized cav-
alry wits but ugually in corjunction with the erecu-
tion of other missions rathzr than as a mission of

its own, For such reconmaissance, the technique which

. had been prescribed proved effective wder £luid cen-

diticms: bul more often the situation was such that
information had te be feught for and could not be ch-
tained by stealth and observation, Furthermere, the
situation where reconmaissance clenents, opcrabing

ire the proscribed menner, could precede combat clanents
by ar effeetive distance, seldom presented itself, and
rore often it was only by fighting that =any type of
unit could advance, [Finally, it is evident that the
operations of supporting aviation greatly reduced the
use for ground raconnaissance except at relatively
close range, Honce, the combat record shows that com—
manders who had mochanized cavalry eloments at thelr
disposal rarcly utilizoed them for recoanalssance and
instead employed them on combat missions, held them in
reserve or used them for rear ares security cor control,

Recorinaissance operations parformed by mechanized cav—
alry, especially during the camprign of 'the Rhine-
land, includced dismnunted patrolling, and the combab
record shows that in this activity considerable skill
wos developed, Howover, it is revealzd thob the abil-
ity of mechanized cavalry to do this worik was greatly
handicapred by the inadeguate number of men in the cave
alry reconnalssance squadron and troop available for
dismeunted employment,
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8, Characteristics of Mechanizod Cavalry.

a, Referonecos,

(1)

(2)

For miscellancous opinions and information pertaining

to cgaractcristics of machanized cavalry, sce Appen-
dix 8,.

Portinont information is also contained in sppendices
6, 7, 10, 11, 15 and 16,

b, Charncteristics,

The following prinecipal characteristics were revealad by
mechanized cavalry in bho courso of its operations in tha Huropoan .

Thenter:

(1)

(2)

Mobility,

The mounted mobllity of mech-nized cavalry was super—
lor on roads. This mobllity occasionally suffered by
renson of the inadequate apeed and range and the ex~
cess welpht of attached combat vehicles, such as medinm
tanks and MLO and M36 tank destroyers. Off of roads,
the mobility of mechanlzed cavalry was roduced due to
the limited cross country ability of its primary vehi-
ele, the asrmorod car.

Fire Fower.

(a) The overall fire power of mechanized cavalry was
superior to that of comparable infantry units,
However, mechanized cavalry was strilingly in-
ferior to infanbtry in rifle and aubomatic rifle
gbrength., Coupled with the inadequacy of person~
neld in mechanized covalry units avallable for
disnounted maneuver and for closs protection of
conbal vehieles, this weakness in rifles and auto-
mitle rifles serionsly roduced tho nbility of _
mechanived cavalry to engage in diswounted combatb.

() The Cive powsr of mechanized e~velry Also suffered
sevardly due ta Lhe 1lnek of an effectdive primary
weapon L the armoraed ear,

(e)  The 60nn mortar wir curly dewaed inadeguate for
awchnnisod eavaldry, 28 rosuld ol combal expori-
enea, ad bhe shortape of wen in bhe anechanised
cavalry reconnaissance platoon mado i difficult
Ger men bhe Jaree runber of these weapons (three
per cavalry reconnslssance plaboon) providod,
FMapthermore, the fact that, in the nechhndzed cuw-
wlrey roconpzissines plotoon, o vehicle Lo trans-
port bl ertar wis normlly available, mnde it
Legs necessary to have a mortar of light weight,
acenrdingly, a need for a mediuwn-welght wortnr,
in swallor quantity, was folt; and in the Flrst
and Third Aomies, the 8l mortar wis provided
prior to bthe end of combat and proved very suit-
ablo for mechanized cavalry.

(d)  The 37mm gun in the light tank proved inadequate
in combat, except in Llight reconnaissance and

- 10 -



(3)

(4)

(5)

sereening action; and it was replaced, 'prior to
the end of fighting, by the 7omm gun (_Ln the N-2%
light tenk), which proved much more suitable.

{¢) The assault gun provided for mechanized cavalry
units proved of great velue, but the bursting
radius of the 75mm projectile was decmed inade-
quate, as result of combat expericnce. 4 caliber
of 105n was fclt to be more suitable, and the
greater effectivencss of the 105mm howitzer wes
proven on the many occasions when light fi=1d
artillery units supported mochanized cavalry.

adaptability and Flexibility.

(2) A& high deproe of floxibility and adaptability was
demonstrated by mechanized cavalry and crabled it
to nccomplish a great variety of missions with
facility and smoothnsss,

(b) Hechanizmed cavalry group and reconnaigsance squad-
ron {and armored reconnaissanca battalion) hend-
querters lent themselvas readily to the organiza-
tion and command of task forces of varied com-
position and strength, Combnt engineer and tank
destroyer units nrovided the most common rein-
forcements, and field artillery, especially of
the 2rmored type, was normally in supnort and less
frequently attached, Infantry, in view of mechan-
ized cavalry's weakness in men on the ground, was
often needed but not often avoilable,

Self-Suificiency.

(a) Mechanized cavalry demonstrated an ability and
willingness to operate in enainy berritory.

(b) This self-sufficiency suffercd from shortage of
organic carge vehicles for transportation of am-
manition, motor fucl, rations and eyuipment, and
from lack of adeguate attached medical personnel
and ecuipmont~-conditions which were aggravated
as dttachments increasod the normal streugths of
units.

Fighting Ability.

(a) The fighting ability of mechanized cavelry was
demonstrated by ils successful performance of
many combat missions,

(b) In view of the nuturc of its firo-power and its
shortage of mon available for dismounted combat,
this ability was more evident in defensive than
in offensive action, except when the latter was
mounted, Turthermore, the fact that mechanized
cavalry units had been imbued, in training, with
the mission of reconnaissance and the doctrine
of accomplishing that mission with a minimum of
fighting, caused some mechanized cavalry units
1o commence their operations with a mental ob-~
stacle to offensive combat.

- 11 -



(¢) In many cases and 2specially in defensive come
bat, which fourd mechanizew cavalry units cem-
mitbed for long periods without relief, mechan-
ized cavalry suffered from a lack of reserves
and consequent inability to provide depth to its
dispositions, to reinforce an action or tc re-
liwe troops leng commitbted, The shortage of
reserves was believed chargezble, in the case cf
the mechanized cavalry group, to the lack of a
third squadron, and in cases which at various
times aifected grouss, squadrons and Lroons, o
thie detachment of susordinate units to perform’
dubies which were net related to the accomplish-—
ment, of the niechanized cavalry mission (sce fAp-
pencéix 3 e)

(d) 1In soms casss, mechanized cavalry was imdequately
reinforeed for the parformance of particular nis-
sions,

(2) With respsct te mechanized cavalry egroups, 1t is

erally bc;lﬁved, as rusult of coibat expoer-
ience, tnat thz reorgoanisation, prior to the in~
vagion ¢f I\:oru.dndy, of mochanized cavalry ropgi-
ment e ipbo mechanized cavalry grouns ond separate
machanized cavalry reconnnissance squadrons, had
an edverse affect on the morale and sdminlstra-
tive efticioncy of these units in the fiodd.
This handicap wis somewhat obviatced Ly the fact
that mechanizcd cavalry reconnaissance squadrons
normally cpurated undor their corresponding
groups, Furthermora, the reorpinizaticn facili-
tated the abillty of mechanlzed cavalry recon-
naisscance squadrens to operate on detached mis-
siong (see Appendix 3 e),

SICTION 3

CENERAL MISSION, ToCTICAL DUCTRIME wND 1ACHNIGUE, AND FUTURE ROLE OF

MECHANTZED CAVALRY

9. References.
aglofellces
a, For examples of opinions of officers wie employed or com-
manded mechanized cavalry units in combat, concerninpg the gencral mis-
sion, tactical doctrine and technigue, and future rcle of nechanized
cavalry, sce:
(1) Sumnary: Appendix 9,
(2) Senior Officers: Appendix 10,

(3) Mechanized Cavalry Unit Commanders: Appendix 1L,

b. For examples of opinions concorning coordination and cooper
ation bestween mochanized cavalry wunits and other arms, see Appendix 12.

10, General Mission of Mechanized Cavalry.

The great majority of gualificd and combot experienced officers
whose oplnions have been obtained feol:
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a, That the mission which was assigned to mechanizad covalry-—-
reconndissance, with a minimun of fighting--was unsound.

b. That mechanized cavalry should perform the traditiocnal cav-
alry rolc of a highly mobile, heavily armed and lightly equinped combat
force.

11l. Tactical Doctrine and Technigue.

a. It is also felt by the great majority of thess officers
that the tactical doctrine and tecnnique of mechanized cavalyy shiould be
generally that prescribed in Field Menual 2-15, Employment of Cavalry,
except whera its provisions apnly particularly to horse cavelry, fHow-
ever, the opinion is expressed by many of these officers that this field
manual must be thoroughly examined and revised as nccessary in order
that it may conform Lo modern developments.

b, It is furthcrmore felt by many of these officers that coor-
dination and cooperation betwoen mechanized cavalry operating under
corps and that which is organic to amored aond infoantyy divisions, be-
tween mechanized cavelry and other ground arms, and betwezen mechtianized
cavalry and the oir ferces, should be improved. The principal measures
recommended to achieve this result are: more personal contoct between
comianders in the field; better selection and training of liaison of-
ficers; development of conmunications; indoctrinntien of all oificers
in service schoolsy ond combined maneuvers,

12, [PFuturc Role of HMechanized Cavolry.

a, Tt is finally believed by many of these of fdesrs that the
capability of mechanized covalry to perform the role of a lisht, fast
and hard hitting combut force should be exploited.

b, This belicef pertains especinlly to mechanized cavalry units
normally controlled by corps, which are able to operate without the re-
strictl ons usually imposcd upon mecharizad cavalry units crgonic to divi-
sions, With the foacility with which thesc units can be utiliz.d as
nueled for task forces, with the current trend tewards increasing the
size and weight of Loth armored ond infantry divisions, ond in the ex-
pectation that moblle and relatively thinly-sprend units will best be
able to withstand the conditions of the futurc vittlefizld, these offi-
cers fecl that there ciists for mechanized cavalry o role in the field
of light 2rmor which is of unigue importance te the wczomplishment of
the mission of the ground forces,

c. (1) However, all of the officers whose opinions have boen
obtained are ~greed thut, in order te cnoble mechanizaed cavalry to per-
form n combat role with full facility and effectivencss, changes in its
organization and equipment, must be made,

(2) Tre general nature of thess changes hns alroedy been

sugaaested,  Thelr more detalled examinstion is the
purpose of Chapher 2,
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CLi.PTER 2

ORGANIZATION 4ND BQUIPMLNT OF MECH.NIZED i Vi LY

SiCTION 1
GENHRAL
134, References,

€. For cherts of orgenizetion of proposed mechnnized cevalry
units, with prinecipal items of equipment, see ippendix 13,

b, For summerics of personnel and principul items of equip-
ment pertaining to these oherts, see Appendix 14,

c. For examples of opinions of officzrs whe empleyed or com-
mended mechrnized cevelry units in combet, concerning the crgrnization
end eguipment of such wnits, sce:

(1) Senior officers; Appendix 15

() Wechenized Covnlry
Unit Communders:; Appendix 16

d., Tor summrries of mcchenized covalry crgenizetions proposed
by Hemdquerters First, Third and Seventh Armies, see Appendix 17,

14, Basic Considerations.

The following besic conslderetions sffeeting mechenized ceovalry
orgenizction and egquipment reflect the conscnsus of quelified officuers,
are supported by combet experisnee and hove guided the General Boerd in
the preparation of this chapter:

. Meochonized cavelry must be maneuveradble; and the retio of
men te vehicles in mechenized covelry units must be ns lorge o5 prac-
ticeble, .

be  Mechanized cavelry must have specd and renge, To that end,
its equipment must be light end, until groeater technionl progress has
been mede with regerd to tracked vehicles, an cffective proportion of
its vehicles wheeled or semi-trnoked.

¢s The mechenized cevelryman must be cssentially & multi-
purpose znd nulti-weapon soldicr. To that end, the orgenizetion within
mechanized oavelry units of speciel-purposc clemcnts which nre “ct ©s-
sentinl should be vvoidedy and there should be eveilcble to the soldier,
in or on his vehicle, not ons but gseverel weppons, which he cmplnys o
the situntien demands.

SECTIOK 2

OLGAN [Z6 T.ION OF MiChu N IZED O Ve LRY

15. Referonce.
For summary of cpinions of officers who employed or commandod

mochenized cavelyy units in combeat, concerning the orgrmizosion cf suck
units, see Appondix 18,
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16. Trends Supported and Advocnted.

The following principel trunds in mechenjzed cevalry orgosnizn-
tion cre revenled by the consensus, supported by the combnt onelysis
and advoceted by the General Boord;

r, For esmployment by the corps, the mechenized cevalry regl-
ment should replece the mechenized cavelry group,

b+ The mechanized covelry regiment should comprisc throo mech-
enized covalry squedrons.

t. The mechenized covalry squedron should comprise thres mecne
enized cawlry troops, = light tenk troop, en rsseult gun troop, end
slso & rifle, or "dragoon", troop.

d.. & squed cof mounted riflemen should 6lso be introduced 1into
the mechaniged cavalry platooa.

¢, Effective ground livison sections should be provided in
both the mechenized cavtlry regument end the mechemized onvulry squadron
herdquonrters,

f. inoeir lisison section (or scetions), comprising sufficlent
personnel and lieiscn vircrsft to meet the neceds of both, mechenized
ccavelry regimental and mechenized covelry squedron headguerters, . should
be introduced .

. Sceurity detrchments should be provided for both mechonized

cevelry regimental and squedren headquerters,

h. JFor employmert in the infantry division, & mechonized ceve
alry squedron, of the scme combat strensth es the mechanized convelry
squadron of the mechrnized covelry regumcnt,. should roplace the prosent
meehenized cevalry reconnflssance troop.

i, ‘there should be r bond in the mechenized onvelry reglments, .

17. Trend net Supported or idvocuted.

The following additiousl trend in-meochidized crvilry orgrne:
izetion is revecled bWy ths consensus bubt is not supported by the combet
eualysis, and is not advocrted by the Genercl Bo.rd for the reosons

“steted:

a. Mechrnized cavelry squedrens of mechanized covalry rogi-
ments should be administretively self-sufficlunt,

b. This proposcl is not fovered beceusc
(1) It is contrery to the concept of ¢ regiment.

2) It is uneconomicel with respeeit to both persomnnsl and
F p
cquipment.,

(3) It is urncecssary from the point of view of enebling
squrdrons to opercte independently when required,
since the same results crn be ottained by organizing
appropricte pletoons of the regimertel service troop
into sguodron sections,

8. . Mortar pliatecon end Pioneer Tlement,

Cpinion is ebout cquelly divided on the [ollowing proposrls,
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but they ere not supported by the cembet ennlysis and not fovored
by the Generel Bomrd for the rcasons steted:

% (1) The mortor crews in the muchenized crvalry troop should
be orgonized in o mortur platcon.

(2) This proposnl is not favored becousc:

(r) The relatively rere use of the mortoer by mechen-
ized eavalry, cxcept in defensive combet, did
not justify the orgenizotion of such o unit for
this exclusive purpose.

(b) In defensive situctions, when the use of the
morters of tho mechenized covalry troop in bote
tery wes offen required, time wes normelly availe
tblc to so orgenize them,

{0) i morter ploteon is provided in the proposed
dregoon troop.

b. (1) i "pionecr" or similar plotoon should be rdded to
the mechenized cevelry squadron,

{2) This proposal is not Cfavorad beceuse:

{n) In combat, tngineers were procticelly clways
aveilable to perform such pionever snd demoli-
ticn work as wos beyond the cepabilities of the
mechonized cevalrymen themsclves.

{(b) It will bc practiceble to trrim the riflomen,
whom it is proposed to £dd to the mechenized
cevelry orgeuization, to do cssenticl plonuer
end demeolition work,

19. Tank Destroyer Element,

&, The consensus of quolified officurs daees not fever the
inclusion of r tenk destroyer clement in the mechanized cavalry organs
izotion beosuse;

{ (1) In combrt, neccssery tenk destroyer units were prace
tioeelly nlweys nveileble Tor nttaochment when required,

(2) Improvement of stendsrd organic weopons mnd exmunition
are oxpectod to meet the necd.

b, The Generel Boord fuvors the inclusion of & tenk destroyer
elercnt in the mechrnized cavelry squﬂdrav of the mecrenized covolry rogi-
regiment becouse:

(1) The combat ennlysis shows thet thk destroyers were
hebituclly noeded by mechenized cavalry,

(2) There is no fectusl proof thet improvement of stendard
organic werpens and ammunivion will meet the need, 2s-
peeisrlly in the dmmediate fubure,

¢. The Gernersl Bosrd does not faver the inelusien of » tank
destroyer clement in the mechenized cevalry squedron orgenic to the
ermored and infentry divisions becruse the mediwn (or neavy) tank clo-
ments of those divisions con bo expected to support that unit.
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20, Armored Field artillery and Combe® Enginuers.

The necessity for mnking provision in the troop bisis of the
future Army of the United Stetes for sufficient seprrate armored fie¢ld
artillery and engineer betuelions, for support of mechenized coveliry
regiments as requircd, hes been proposed by mechsnized crvalry wndt
commanders (see paragraphs 5d ond Sc, Appendix 2) and is supported by
the combet nnclysis; ond necessary action in this respect is cdvoeuled
by the General Board.

21, Mechenized Cevalry prigsdo.

a, The orgenizrtion of & mechonized cevelry brigrde (compriss
ing a brigede headquarters end herdquerters treep, twe mechrnized ctve
alry regiments end suiteble supporting units), for assigmment to the
army and employment on missions where & strong but light »red fast combatb
force is needed, has buen proposod by combut expericncsd michenized cave
slry unit commanders (see peragroph Se, 4ppendix 2},

b. This proposcl is supported by the combat sunalysis (sce
paregraph 12%, above); and & historicel cxemple of the employment of o
provigzionsl mechanized cavalry brigsde in combet, in the Buropuon Thenter
of Operztions, is presented in fppendix 19,

¢, Hurther study of this propesal is suggested; ond o churt of
e suitzble orgenization for such a wnit is preswunted in sppendix 20,

22, Dusignotions of Mechanized Cavalry Units,

The following proposals concorning designations of mechonizcd
cavalry units hrve becn mady by mechunized cevalry unit commenders cnd
ere considercd reascneble and are edvocoted by the Gonerol poard,

e. Thet mechanized cevalry be celled "enyulry® {ses perse
groph 2c (2), appendix 2), in view of the predominant position which
mechenized ¢ovalry hns achicved in relation to horse envelry.

b, Thet the word "reconmaisssunce be climinsted from the
designotions of the mechenized cowelry squadren snd the mechenizend
cavelry troop, in view of the proposcd combet reole of mochenizod eevelry
(see ippundix 9c),

o, Thet the proposcd rifle treoop be designoted the "dragoon!
troop (seo paregrepr Se (2}, Appendix 2), in deseription of its nature
and out of respect for tredition,

d. Thut the light tunk compeny in the mechannized cavelry
squadron be colled = lipght tenk "troop", for censistency mnd out of
respeet for trodition,

¢y Thrt tho nasault gun troop be colled the "howitzer" troop,
since its primary wespon is not a proper asseult gun (scc prrograph 5a
(15) of reference listed in paragroph 7c of Bidliogrophy).

SECTION 3

EQUIPMSNT OF MuCHAWIZED CaVALRY

23, Referenco,

Por summary of apinions of offigers wko employed or commended
mechenized cavalry units in combeat, concerning the cguipment of such
units, se¢ Appendix 21,
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24, Trends Supported and isdveceted.

Tha.following princiﬁal trends in mechanized covelry cquipment
rre revesled by the consensus of qualified officers, supported by the
combe.t enelysis nnd edvocated by the Genersl Eoard:

s, Vehicles,

(1) &n improved armored cor, ravhor then the light tonk,
should be the combat wvehicle of the mechanized covalry
troop.

{2) The motor onrriage, 75mm howltzer, M3, should bi re=
placed, in the asssult gun troop, by o similer, open
turreted vehicle (with en overheod protective shicld),
mounting the 10Smm howitzer nnd built upon o light-
weight full-track caessis, Pending the develcopment of
such ¢ vehicle, the motor cerrizge, 105mm howitzcr,
M37, should be provided,

(3} The truck, 1/4 ton, furnished to mechonized cuvelry
uiits, should be provided with s light crmored wand-
shield with short wings, for protcction of perscnancl
egeinst froontel or ncarefronzel smell-crms fire.

be  Weepons,

The earbine should be repleced In mechenized covelry units,
genernlly by pistols for officers, schlor non-commissioned officcrs,
crevs of turrotsd vehieles and redie oporstors, snd by rifles, M1, for
olher personnel,

«

. Communications,
vl inbbalididdid

Yire commanicotions should be provided in mechrnized covulry
units, down to include the muchenized cevelry oad light tenk Lroops and
the sssault gun plotoons.

dy Miscclluncous.
jranbidiutinledia-huudith
Lizison airereft, in ~n epproximote ratio of three per

machanized csvalry regiment rnd two per mechrnized cavelry squedron,
should be previded.

25, Additions) Trends Supported end hdvocstud,

The fcllowing additionsl trends in mechanized cavelry cquipment
have beirn proposed by qualified opinien (see parsgreph 6 of reference
listed in paragreph 7c¢ of Bibliegraphy), ere generally supported by
the combat enalysis, end ere advocated by the Generel Board:

&, Vehicles.

(1) » preportion of trucks, 1 1/2 ton, should supplument
the truck, 2 1/2 ton, ctrgo, in mechenized cavalry
squadrons, '

(2) fmbulemecs for mechunized onvelry units should com-
prise the truck, 1/4 ton, with litter rroks, cnd the
truck, 3/4 ton, ambulance.

b. Wesarons,
—

(1) Ain effestive anti~tenk gun should be mounted in the
light tank.
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(2) The Thompson sub-machine gun should replace the
sub=machine gum, M3A1.

(3) The rifle, ealiber ,30, BAR, should be previded, in
the rifle (or dragoon) squed.

(4) The proportion of muchine guns, cxlider ,50, should
be incrcascd (especially in the mechanized cnvnlry
plitoen).

(5) Study should be made to dotermine the sultubility of
recoilless wenpons for mecherized cevalry use,

¢. Cammunications,.
(1) The SCR 510 should be repleced, by the SCR 528 for
. vehiculsr use 2nd by the SCR 300 for grownd use, or

by impreved radioc scts of those types,

(2) The SCR 538 should be repluced by the SCR 528, or by
an improved radio set of this type.

(3) additionsl long range radio sets (SCR 399 cnd 499)
should be provided.

(4) VHF redio sets should be provided, for mechmmized
orvalry regimentei and squedron headquarters.

d. Miscellaneous,

Combat clothing should be provided for nll mechanized
cevalry personnel.

26, Trends not Supported or Pully Advosnted,

The fellowing additionel trends on mechenized c&valry equipment
are revéeled by the consensus of gualified offiecers but cre not supported
by the combat cnalysis and mre not fully advossted by the Genural Board
for the rensons stoied:

e« (1) The personnel cerrier should be full-trecked.

(2) This propossl is advoented with the gqualification
that such carricr not be edopted until suffiociently
developed to provide necessnry ronge, mechonical
roliebility, cnd silenee of opseration for mechanized
covalry use,

be (1) Commnnd vehiceles for wechonized envelry should be
full-tracked,

(2) This proposal is advocuted with the same qualificatien
expressed above, and with the sdded proviso that such
vchicle must be suited for roadio trensmission end
reception,

27. Tank Destroycr.

g, It hus been propozed tnat the Témm gun motor carringe, M18,
be mude cvailable for the current uwse of mechenized cevelry (sce part-
graph 6b (3), Appendix 2).

b. This proposcl is supported by the combot cnalysis and
edvoceted by the General Boord.
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CHAPTER 3

CONGLUSIONS AND RECOMIEMDATIONS

SECTION 2
OONCLUSTONS
It is ccnecluded:

28. Generel Mission, Tactical Doctrire and Technique, and uture
Role of iechanized Cavalry.

a. (1) That the misaion whick was assigned bo mechanized
cavalry, reconnaissance with minimun of fighting, was
unsound.

(2) That the nission of mechanizerd cavalry should be com-
hat.

D. That the tactical dectrine of mechanized cavelry should be
generally that prescribed in Chapter 1 of #ield Manual 2-15, ‘mployment
of Gavalry,

c. That the technique of mechanized cavalry should be based
generally on the provisions of Iield Namual 2-15, dmployrment of Cave-
alry, GJJ ept where its provisions apply particularly to horse cavalry,

d. That the future role of mechanized cavaley should be the
traditional cavalry role of & highly mobile, heavily armed and lightly
equipped combat force, and that the capability of nechanized cavalry,
particularly that normally operating under tre corps, to perform that
role, should ho exploited.

29, Qrganizatlion and Equipment of Mechanized Cavalry.

a. That in order to enable mechanized cavalry to perform a
combat role with full facility and effectiveness, changes in dts organ-
ization and ecuipnent should be nade.

b. That changes in inschanized cavalry orgarization:

(1) Should not male wechanized cavalry units unwieldy by
addling excessive personnel and wvehicles or urneces-
sary organizations.

(2) Should provide z marked increare in persomnicl avail-
able for dismounted combat,

¢. ‘That changes in mechanized cavalry equipsant:

(1) Should not decrease the speed or range of mechanized
cavalry by adding vehicles of excessive weight or
insufficient sustained nobility.

(2) 5hould increase the fire power of mechanized cavalry
in dismounted combat.

d. That continued effcrt should be made to impreove ths range,
reliability and silence of operation of full tracked equipmens, but
that pending such development, an effective proportion of the combat
strength of mechanized cavalry units should be mounted in wheeled and

semi-tracked vehiclies,

e, That continued effort should be made to improve the armor-
ed car. .
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i £, That an assault gun, embodying the 105mm howitzer mounted
J_nlan open turret on a light-weight full-track chassis, should be da-
veloped.

e That effort should be made Lo mount an effecctive anti-tank
gun in the light tank, or a vehilele of similar capabilities.

) h. That until such a gun end vehicle have been obtained, there
is need for & light-weight full-track tank destroyer ‘in the mechanized
cavalry squadron of the mechanized cavalry regiicni,

i, That liaiscon aircraft should be provided in mechanized
cavaelry units.

j. That, for employment by the corps, the mechanized cavalry
regiment, with three organic mechanigzad cavalry squadrons, should re-
place he present mechanigzed cavelry group, with attached meclionized
cavaelry recomaissunce squadrons,

ko That for employaent in the urmored division, a self-suf-
Fficient mechanized cavalry squadron should replace the present mechan—
ized czvalry reconnaissance sguadron.

1, That for employment in the infantry division, a self-suf-
ficient mechanized cavalry sguadron should replace the present mechan-
ized cavalry reconnaissance troop.

m. ‘Thet there may be a useful field Jor the employment of a
mechanized cavalry hrigade, of two mechanigzed cavalry regiments and
supporting units, assigned to the army.

n. That changes should be made in the designaslons of mechan-
jzed cavelry and cortain mechanized cavalry vnits.

SRCTTION 2
RECOMEIENDAT ICNS

It is recommended:

30, Gencral Mission, Tactical Doctrine, Technique and Fu’tm"e Role.

a. That so much of Chapter 2 of Field Manual 100-5, Opera-
tiong, as pertains to the mission and tactical doctrine of wechanized
cavalry ve revised.

b, That Field Manusl 2-15, Erployment of Cavalry, be care-
fully examined and revised ag necessary to the end that it may consti-
tute the brsic text for the employment ol mechanized cavalry.

¢. That the remaining field marwals in the 2-scries, perbaiu-
ing to the bactics and tochnique of mechanized cavalry units, be ro-
vised to conform with the doctrine prescribed in Field Manual 2-15,
ployment. of Cavalry, ws revised, and with the organization roecommend-
ed in this report.

31, OQOrganizabtion and Bquipment,

&, Thalt the mechariged cavalry univs presented in Appendix
13 bo udopted.

b, Taat pertinent tables of organization anc egquipment be
revised,

¢. Thet effort be contimied to improve the srmored car and
tho range, reliability and silence of operation of full tracked vohi-
cles, ‘
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d, That a 105mm assault gun, mounted on a light-weight full-
track chassis, be developed.

e. That effort be made to mount an effective anti—bamk gun
in a suitable vehicle with capabilities approaching those of the light
tank,

£. That the 7émn gun metor. carriage, M18, or a similar light-
weight tank destroyer, be made avsilable for current use in the mechan-
ized cavalry sqguadron of the mechanized cavalry regiment.

g. That a provisional mechaniged cavalry brigade be formed
and tested.

h., That the designation of mechanized cavalry be changed bo
"cavalry”.
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(2)
cavelry'.
(3)

Hg Seventh Army: Conference Report, 24 august 1945,
subject: "Cbangeu in. Tebles of Orgenization and Equipment,

.Cavalry Group end Squedron; Tebles of Organization

for Cavalry Regimert (Mechanized), 1 September 1945,
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b. Othser Recommendaotions

(1) Miscellaneous recommendations for chenges in T/0 and E
of Mechanized Gavalry received by Hg ETO during combat,

(2) Recommendations for Chenges in T/0 and § end Inmprove-
ments of Material, Cavalry Croup Hesdquerters, Hg &th Cev
Gp, Mooz, 20 September 1945,

(3) Recommendetions for Chenges in Tables of Orgenization
and Equipment, Hq 102d Inf Div, 4 October 1945, and
hotion of Appointing Authority.

5, Army Ground Force Reports, WD Obssrvers Board

as No 156, 7 August 1945, subjoct: "Study of Operations of 113th
Squadron, Cevalry Mechanized, in Normandy, 7 - 10 July 19441,

t. No 159, 21 August 1944, subject: "Observationsof Col Weshington
Plott, G-2, XIX Corps, regerding Patrolling and Operation of

G~2 Section",

ce No 203, 30 August 1944, subject: "Recommendntions for Chenges
in T/0 and E Based on Combat Experignce”,

d, No 430, 25 November 1944, subject: 'Camments of Col Heury Keed,
Cev, CO, 23 Cavalry Group".

e, No 479, 31 December 1944, subjsct; "Intérview with Col S. N,
Delph, C0, 1024 Cavnlry Group'.

fv No 483, 29 December 1944, subject; '"Notes on 4th Cavaelry Group".

g No 491, 29 December 1944, subjsct: "Account of Qperctions of
the 24th Cavelry Reccnnaissance Squadron'.

ke No 494, 31 December 1944, subject: "Acgount of Mechanized
Reconnolssence in amphibious Qperations”,

i. No K54, 28 Februsry 1945, subject: "Operations of llth Cavolry
Group™,

j+ No 685, 26 Pebruery 1945, subject: "Organization of Crvalry
Reconnaissence Sguadrons”,

k., No 686, 28 Februury 1945, subject: "Resume of Opercotions of
106th Cavelry Group, Mechanized, § August 1944 - 23 Janwry
1945,

l. No 775, 28 March 1945, subject; "Mechenized Cavalry Notes™.

m. No 83}, 12 April 1946, subject; “Propcsed T/b for a MeczCav Regt'.

n., No 904, 3 May 1945, subject; “Nounting of Gun on Armored
car M38",

o, No 1001, 1 June 194%, subject; “Misccllaneous",

p. Nc 1007, 5 June 1945, subject: "Mechanized Cavelry Organizetion
and Toctics".



6. War Department Publications

a. Field Manuels
100-5 « Operations
2~15 = Employment of Cavalry
2«20 - Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, Mechanized
2-30 ~ Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, Mechanized
b, Tables of Organization wnd iquipment

222 = Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, Cavalry
Group, Mechanilzed, 13 Oct 1943, Changes 1 &nd 2

2-25 - (avelry Reeonnaissance Squadron, Mechanized,
15 September 1943, Changes 1 and 2

2+26 - Headquarters and Headquarters and Service Iroop,
Cavalry Reconnalssance Squaedron, Hechanized,
15 September 1943, Changes 1 and 2

2427 - Cavalry Keoonnsissance Troop, Mechanized,
15 July 1943, Chenges 1 &and 2

2+28 - Cavalry Assault Gun Troop, lechenized,
15 Septomber 1943, Changes 1 and 2

17-17- Light Tank Compeny, 15 September 1943
17-35- Armorud Reconneissance Battalion, 1 March‘l942
¢. Training Ciroular
107 « Employment of Mechanized Cavalry Units, 21 September 1943,
e Miscelianeous

e

(Note = This material is conleined in files of Armored Seetion,
The Genersl Beerd),

8, Hq First U.S. Army, Report of Operetions, 1 sugust 1944 -
22 February 1945, Annex No 5 (ses Appendix 7).

b, Questionnaires answercd by officers listed in paragrephs
b, o and d, Appendix 1.

cs Minutes of Conference on Mschanizad Cavelry, conducted by
Armored Seclion, The (eneral Boerd, on 27 Hovembur 1945
(see appendix 2 for extracts),



APPENDIX 1
(Report on Mechenized Cavalry)

LIST CF COLLAT-EXPERIENCED SEWIOL CCLMANDERS AND OTaFF OFFICLES

AND MECHARTZED CaVaLRy UNIT CCMi-FDERS ANMD STANF OFRICLT:., WEUSE

OPINIONS *HiRE CBTAINDD LY GURSTIONRATARS Ol LETILLS

NOTE: (1) Lesters or questionnaires were addressed to
all of the following officers who served in combat
in the European Theater of Cperations:

Commanding Cenerals of irmics
Commanding Cenerals of Corps
Commenddng Officers of Hechanized Cavalry Groups

Commendirpg Officers of lgchenized Cevelry
Reconnalssance Squadrons

Comrandiry Offlcers of Mechanized Cavelry
Reconneissence Squadrons and arveored Recon-
nalgsance Betialions Assigaed tec dreored
Divisions,

Commending Officers of Wechanized Cavalry
Reconnsigsance Troops dssipnesd te Infantry
Tlvisiong

(2) In addition, lottcrs or guestionnaires were
addressed Lo some of the {ollowing:

Commending Generals of Armorsd Divisions
Chiefs of Armores Bections of Armics

(3) The list which epvcars below contains the nemes
of those offivcers from vwhom replies had been
received vp to the time when this report was
conpleted,

(4) The penerel opinions of the majority of the com-
marders of armored divisions and infentry divisiona
concerniipy the cevalry clements of thelr tymes of
divisions verec obieined indirectly, through the com-
mittces which prepoered the reports on the armored and
infantry divisions,

a, Army, Corps &nd Division Commanders,

Neme and Rank Commendine_ (Buring Sombot)
(1) Arny Commanders
L{ Gen hlexander M, Pateh, USh Seventh army
Lt Gen Willdam H, Simpeon, USh Ninth Army

(2) Corps Commenders

Maj Gen James A, Van Fleet, USA III Corps
Maj Gen John Mllllkln, usi’ III Corps
M&i Gen Clarence R. Husbner, USa V Corps
Lt Gen Lucian X, Truscovt USH VI Corps
Maj Gen Stafford LeR, Irwin, Ush XITI Corps
Lt Gen ilven C, Glllem, Jr, US4 XIII Corps
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Lt Gen Wade H. Haislip, USA XV Corps

Lt Gen Mathew B, Ridgway, USa XVIII Corps (Abn)
Maj Gen Welton Walker, USA X Corps
¥aj Gen Erunest N. Farmon, USA XXII Corps

(3) Division Commanders

Maj Gen Walter M. Robertson, US4 2d Infantry Divisicn
Maj Gen Ismsac D. White, USA 2d Armored Division

Maj Gen John W. Leonard, USA 9th Armared Division
Maj Gen Orlando Ward, US: 20th Armored Division

b, Mechanized Cevalry Group Commanders

Col Charles E, Reed, 0av 2d Cavalry Group
Col F. W.[Drury, Cav . 3d Cavalry Group
Col James H. Zolk, Cev 3d Cavalry Group
Brig Gen Joseph M. Tully, USA 4th Cavalry Group
Col Jorn C, Macdonald, Cav 4th Cavalry Group
Col Edward M. Fickett, Cav 6th Cavalry Group
Col Lawrence G. Smith, Cev 14th Cavelry Group
Lt CoL Hobert J. Quinn, Jr, Cav 15th Cevelry Group
Col George W. Bushey, Cav 16th Cavalry Group
Col Cyrus &, Dolph III, Cev 102d Cavalry Group
Col Vennard Wilson, Cav 106th Cevalry Group
Col ®illiem 8., Biddle, Cav 113th Cavalry Group
Col Garnett Z, Wilson, Cav 115th Cavelry Group

c. Mechsnized Cevalry Reconnaissance Squadron Commanders

(1) Mechanized Cavelry Reconnaissance Squadron Commenders.

Lt Cecl Stephen W, Benkosky, Cav 2d Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col John F. Rhoades, Cav 4th Cav llen Sq
Lt Col Edward C. Dunn, Cav 4th Cev Ren 8q
Lt Col Samuel McC. Goodwin, Cav £+n Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col leawrence E. Schlanzer, Cav 19tk Cev Ren Sq
Lt Col Frederick R, Gaston, Cav 24th Cav Rcn Sq
Lt Col Welter R, Day, Cav 28th cav Ren Sq
Lt Col Thomas B. Hergis, Cav 424 Cav Ren Sq
Lt Col Allen D, Hulee, Cav 113th Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col Charles J, Hodge, Cav 117th Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col Harcld J. Semsel, Cav 117th Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col Anthony *. Xleitz, Jr, Cav 125th Cav Ren Sg
Lt Col Jeff Hollis, Cev 126th Cav Ren Sq

(2) Mechenized Cavalry Reconneissance Squadron and
Armered [eccnneissance Battalion Commanders
{in Armored Divisions),

Lt Col Robert B. Walton, Cev ’ 33d Cav Ren Sq

Lt Col Herbert M. Foy, Jr; Cav 41st Cev Ren Sg

Lt Col George C. Benjamin, Cav 85th Cav Ren 8g

Col Albert E, Herris, Cav 86th Cav Ren 8q

Lt Col S. Whipple, Jr, Cev ) 924 Cav Ren Sq
d. Othars

{1) Mechanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop Commender's
{In Infantry Divislons)

Captain Jemes Hume, Jr, Cav 30th Cav Ren Tr
Captain Walter B, Mossley, lav 86th Cav Ren Tr
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Ceptein Harry MoNamerae, Jr, Cav
Captain Bernerd C. Johnson, Cav
Captain Luthsr 8. Crawford, Cav

1024 Cev Ren TIr
? Cav Een Tr
? Cav Ren Tr

(2) Chiefs of Armored Sections of Armiess.

Col Claude A, Black, Inf
Col John T, Cole, Cav

(3) Miscellsneous

Brig Gen Halley G. Meddox, USA
Col David Wagsteff, Jr, Cav

Lt Col Glen ¥. Rogers, Cav

Lt Cel Jasper J., Wilson, Cav

Me jor Moxrtom MeD. Jomes, Jr, Cav

Mejor John If. Davis, Cav

Mo jor Thomes 8, Stewert III, Cav
Major Thomas J. Brett, Cav '
Major Walter RB. MoKinzile, Cédwv.
Captain Celvin Satterfield IIT, Cav
Captain Jehn Consolve, Cav

Captein Lawrence B. Cann, Jr, Cev
lst Lt Donsld O, Burdon, (av

Armored Section, Ninth Army
Armored Section, Seventh Army

G~3, Third Army

Hq, l2th Army Group

Armered Bection, Seventh Army

G~3 Bection, XIX Corps k

Troop CO, 84 §-3, S4 Ex-0,
17th Cavelry Ron Sg

G-3 Seotion, Third Army .

8-3, Hth Cav Gp

Ex-0, 11lth Cav Gp

Tx~0, 6th Cav Ren S

Troop (0, 28th Cav Ren Sq

Asst Qpns 0, 6th Cav Gp

Troop [0, 28%h Cav Ren Sg

Plat Ldr, 28th Cav Ren 8q



APPENDIX 2
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

MINUTLS OF CONFERENCE ON MECHANIZED CaVLLRY

Puecsday, 27 November 1945

(Conducted by Armored Section, Theater Genersl Board)
-EXTRACIS-
1, Introduction.

» B K * -

bs The purpose of the conference wes to congider the droft
report on mechanized cnvalry,

¢. The following officers attended the cenfercnce:
* ¥ x * *

Visiting Officers

Brig Gen Joseph M. Tully = Former CQ, 4th Cav Gp, Mecez

Gol Edward M. Fickets, Cav = Former CO, Gth Cav Gp, Mecz

Col John C. Mscdoneld, Cav - Former GO, 4th Cav Gp, Mecz

ol Lewrence G. Smith, Cav - CQ l4th Cev COp, Mece

Col Garnett H, Wilson, Cov = CO, 115th Cav Gp, lccz

Lt Col Edward C. Dunn, Cav ~ Former L[x O, 4th Cav Gp, Mecz

Lt Col ~nthony F. Kleitz, Jr, Cav = Former CO, 125th Cav Ron 3q,
Mecz

Maj Williem &, Kroft, Cav - Former §-3, 15th Cav Gp, Mecz

* * * * *

2, Genoral Mission, Tectieel Doctrine and Techrnigue, cnd Future
Role of Mechanized Cavelry,

* * * * *
¢o (L) Mejor Generel Goy (Chief of 5taff, The General Board)
asked whether considerstion had been given to elimine
eting the word "mecherized" in the desigpation
"mechenized oavalry".
(2) It was unenimcusly agreed by the visiting officers;

(e) Thet "mechenizad cavelry" sheuld be desigpated
“as "covalry",

(b) Thet horse cavalry should be designated as
"cavalry {horse)",

3, Qrganizetion and Bguipment - General.

6., With respeet te basic principles on orgnnization end
equipment of cevelry, it was unonimously sgrecd by the visiting
officers:

(1) 7That ocavalry must be moneuveruble and the ratic of
men to. vehicles ne large as practicabls.
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() The first statement of this orinciple wes not
ecceptable to the visiting officers. It read
as follows: "Cavalry must be meneuvernble, To
that end, its strength in personnel end vehicles,
and in the number of orgenizetions comprising its
units, must be limited, end the ratio of men to
vehicles a8 large as practicable,"

* * ¥ * *

4., Proposed Organization - General.

&, Colonel Keed presented the proposed cavelry organizetion,
comprising: for corps cavalry, a regiment of thrse squadrons, each
squadron composed of a heandguarters troop, two cavolry troops, & dra-
goon troop, s light tank troop and an assault gun trocp; for infantry
cdivisicn eavelry, an identionl sguadron with edministrative elements
eadded; and for armored division cavelry, the sguadron recommended for
the infentry division but augmerted by a third cevelry troop and &
fourth assault gun platocn,

b, Colonel Hesd gave the following reasons for the preposal
to hrve but two cavelry troops ir each sguedrcn of the regiment,

(1) FProm the tectical viewpoint, the retic ¢f two cav-
alry troops, primerily for mounted employmert, to
one dragoon troop, rrimorily for dismounted employ-
mgat, wes considered sound,

(2) In combet, mechanized cavelry recomnnissence sguadron
commanders normally committed only twe mechanized
cavelry reconheissance troops end utilized the third
mechanizod cavalry reconnaissence troop in o support-
ing or relief role.

(3) The dregoon troop would be morc suited te support a
nechenized cavelry troop than would a third mechan-
ized cavalry troop,

(4) Relief for committed cavalry troops would be accom=
plished by the cavalry regimental commander, tarough
rotation of cavalry squadrons.

(5) Combat expsrience had proven & six-troop organiza-
tion for o cavalry reconnaissance squadron sound,
It was felt that & sevon-troop orgenization, except
in the case of the cavalry squadron in the armored
division, troops of which sre frequently detached,
would be unwieldy,

{6) The sddition of a third cawalry troop in the cavalry

squadron would inoreasse¢ the strength of the proposed
cevalry regiment from zbout 3000 officers end men and
700 vehicles to about 3500 officers and men and 825
vehicles, ond thus tend te meke the cavelry regiment
wwicidy.

* * * * *
ds Colonsl Fickett supported ths proposed orgenization with
the reservation that there must definitely be throe squadrons, becouss

he considered that six cavelry troops in the regiment were cssential,
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Te

(1)

(2)

(1)

Brigedicr General Tully favored adding a third cave
aelry troop to the cavolry squadron, because:

(o) There was no cssurance thet three cavelry
squadrons would be provided in the cavalry
reginent,

(v) Even if they were provided, there was no assur-
ance that one or even two cavalry squadrons
might not be deteched from the regiment.

{(¢) The cavelry troop wes the besic trocp, and for
sound organizetion three were essentiel, Fur-
thermore, it wes necessary to assume thet, eos-
pecially in the next war which would probrbly
be deeided quickly, higher commenders would
as8ign miscions to cavalry units which weuld
extend them to the limit, &nd hence units large
enough to perferm those missions muet be pro-
vided,

{(d)_. A rogiment of 3500 was not considered too lerge.

Brigadier Gensrel Tully sdded that hs would give up
the assault gun troop, if necessary, to gain a third
cavalry troop. « . o, .

Colonel Reed puinted out thet, in view of the fact

that it was expccted thet the new infentry division
weuld heve o cevalry sjusdren instead of o cavalry

troop, the stitechment of cavelry squedrons of cave

alry regiments to infantry divisions would be less

frequent than hed been the case (affccting mechan~

ized cavalry reconnnissence squadrens of mechonized
cavalry groups ) during the recent cnmpaigns.

Brigedier Genersnl Tully replied thet he knew threo
infrutry division commenders who had used cavalry
successfu.ly and would like¢ a8 much of it ns they
could get,

Lieutenant Celonel Dunn steted thns he would give up the

dragoon troop te gein e third cnvelry troop.

he

Lieutwnant Colonel Xleitz fovorcd combining the light

tank 6nd assault gun troops, 1f necessary, in order to insure there
being tkree covalry trcops,

Je

* * * *

(1) Colenel Mecdonald favored three covalry troops, be-

couse,

(8} A triergular orgonization wns needed,

(b) The dregocn troop would not constitute the
third treop of the triengle, since, in his
cpinion, it would habitually be split up
emong tho twe oevalry troops.

(c) There wes no resson why & cevelry colonel could

net kendle o regiment of 3500,
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2

(2}

Celenel Fickeott and Colonel Reed stated thet orgen-
izations similer to the proposed dragoon troop had

been used by them successfully in combat, a8 trcops
under squedron contrel rather than ws clements ote

teched to coavelry reconnnissance troops.

E. Orgonization,

With respect to deteils of crganization, it wes egrewd by
the visiting officers, unanimously except where otherwise indicated

*

(3)

(18)

(1)

* * * >

That dregoons should be introduced inte the cavelry
squadron &s 6 troop in the cavalry squadron snd e
squed in each cavslry pletoon,

(a) Lieutenant Colonels [unn and Klsitz desired no
dregocn troop ik the ¢avalry squadron but a
dregoon section (two sguads) in the cavelry
platoon.,

That there should be thres cavalry trcoops in the
cavelry squodron.

(&) Colonel Fickett desired only two cavalry troops
in the cevelry squadren provided thet there
would surely be threc cavalry squedrons in the
cavalry regiment.

* * » *

Thot the spproximate meximum strength of the cavelry
regiment should be 3500 cfficers and men and 850
vehicles, -

Thot the principal edministrotive functicns in the
oavelry regiment should be orgenized on the rogimene
tel level.

* * * *

Thet the propesed orgenization of the cavalry troop
be adopted,

(&) Colonel Fickett favered throu instead of two
1/4 ton trucks in the cavalry section.

" * ¥ *

That the cavalry squadron in the infantry division
should be identical to thst in the armored divisien,

* * * *

Colonel Recd prosented a proposed orgeanization of e
cavalry brigede, comprising brigode heosdguarters and
hegadquarters trocp, two cavelry regiments, one or- .
merod field artillery bettelion, one ermored enginser
bavtalion, one quartermsster motor company, wne medi~
cal collecting company end one ordnonce maintenance
cempany.  After digeussion, one crmored infanitry bate
talion was £dded, and the vote on this foroe wna,
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(@)

de (1)

*

(&) For:; Cclonels Fiokott, Nacdenald, Wilson cnd
Smith; Lieutenont Colonel Kleitz,

(b) Against: Brigedier Gensral Tully, Colonel
Harris, Lieutensnt Colonel Dunn, Majer Krafw.

After further consideration, it was felt thet n cave
alry division would be n sounder organization, cnd
the folleowing compositior was proposed; divisien
headguerters &nd headquarters troop, one signal
troop, two cuvalry regiments, one armored infentry
regiment, three armored field ertillery bettalicns,
ons enginecr battelicn, cne AfA battalion, two medie-
cal compenies, onc guertermaster supply battaliun,
snd one crdnonce maintensnce battolicn., The vete on
this ferce was:

(a) PFor; Brigadier CGensral Tully; Colonel Fickett,
Wilson, snd Smith; Lieutenant Colocnels Dunn and
XKleitz.

(o) ZAgainst: Colonele Mecdonald {desired cavalry
wrigade) and Harris (desired nothing botween
cavelry regiment ond armored divisien); Major
Kraft (desired a brigeds hondquarters end head=
quarters trocp only, to which cevealry regiments
and supperting troops could be eptteched es
needed, )

Colonel Bell (Fisld artillery Section, The Gensral
Board) peinted out thet, since it wes contemplated
that + « . . tho bulk of corps artillery would be
medium or heovy, o requirement for artillery to supe
pert the cavalry regiment should be made of record,
if guch requirement were foresecn.

* ¥ * x

{n) Colenel Morris (Engineer Swoticn, The General
Board) felt that, if therv was expscted to be a
2 constent need for engineers in support of the
cavalry regiment, this fect should slso bs
reccrded.

6, Egquipment,

B, With respect to deteils of equipment, it was agreed Ly the
visiting officers, unenimously except where otherwise indieated;

*

(%)

(1)

* » * *

Thet the pistol should be provided for officers, serw
geants, crews of turreted vehioles, and rodio opera-
tors, end thet ivs caliber should be reduced from

,45 to .38,
* * * *

That the celiber ,30 Browning Automatio Rifle should
be provided, ‘
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(18)

(19)

(20)

(1)

()

(3)

(n) Colonel Fickett felt that the caliber .30
machine gun, Jl919, A6, should be furnished,
instead of the BAR.

* * * *

That long renge redic sets should be provided in
regimental headguerters troop &s follows;

(a) One SCR 399, for service with liamison cfficer
at higher headquarters,

(k) Two SCR 499, one for service at the regimental
command post and the other prepared for service
at ths most distent squadron headquarters.

That four VHF radio sets should be provided, oue fer
regimental heedquarters and one for easch sguadron
headquarters.

That limison eircreft in regimenial headguarters
should comprise three L-5s and six L-4s, until a
plene combining the capeabilities of the two should
be developed,

* * ¥ *

Brigadier General Holly expressed concern over the
fact that apparently no weapon was being provided in
the proposed cavalry orgenization which was suitable
for mesting heavy armor.

Colonel Riddle stated that, while questionnaires had
reveeled a strong minority of opinion that e lights
weight tank-destroyer should be included orgenmicelly
in the cavalry squadron, the committee had not fae
vored this propossl because;

(e) Tenk destroyers'had slways been available for
support during the recent hostilities.

(b) The light tenk destroyer, M18, was no longer
being produced.

{e) It wes fel® that recoilless weepons end improve-
ment of the gun in the light tenk would mees the
need.

(2} Colonel Bell pointed out tnet tank destroyers,
as such, would probebly diseppear, but that, for
any immediate needs, some M18's were availsble,

(b) Colonel Harris (Armored Section, The General
Board) suggested that, pending ths development of
a high-velocity gun for the M24 light tank, some
M18 tank destroyers should be added to the light
tonk troop.

(¢) Colonel Reed stated thet he had tried such a
combination in cembat and thet it hed not
proven very satisfactory, due tc the fuct that
the M18, with its light armor, could not oper=-
ate as n tank,
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{4) Colonel Reed explained that, while the 75mm gun on
the M4 light tank was not a proper anti-tank gum,
it hed succseded in knocking out hesvy enemy tanks
on occesion. He further pointed cut thet the maneu-
verability of this taonk, and the nature of cavelry
tactics, ennbled cavalry to - operate despide the
presence of enemy armor. '

(5) 1t was unenimously sgreed by the visiting offiocers
that the pressnt gun in the M24 light tank wae in-
sdequate end thet evsry effort should be directed
towerds placing an effective anti-tank gun in the
light tenk,

* * k *



APPENDIA 3
(steport on kechanized Cavalry)

SUi adf OF HipLOWMENT ~ MECHANIZED CAVALRY ‘GROUPS

1. This swumary cosprises:
a. Types of missions performed.
L. WNature of coabat (nounted or dismounted).
c. Units attached or in direct support.
d, Organizsation for combat,
e, Units detached.
'y Higher headquarters under which operating.

2. The following: cownents are apnlicable Lo all annexes of this
apoendi:

a. Tone source of thils information is the reports after action
against eneny of the units concerned.

b. The follewing reports efter action sgajust enemy were not
avallable to the General Roard:

Unit Months
3d Cav Gp, Mecz Sep end Dec, 19LL
Libh Cav Gp, lecz July, 194l
102d Cav Gp, Mecu May, 1945
106th Cav Gp, tecs July, 194, to May, 194B
115th Cav Gp, llecz Mayy, 1945

3. 7The 127th Cav nen Sa, Hecw, which was not normally attached Lo
a mechanized cavalry group, is included in this swmnary, as a
separate unit.

APYENDIX 3
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{1) NORMANDY CAMP:IGN

(Appendix .3, a, Report on Mechanized Cavelry)

TNIT OFFENSIVE | DEFENSIVE EON SECURITY SPEC. OPHS | Di¥s CONSIDERED
e DAYS DAYS DAYS DaYS DAYS —
2d Cav Gp, Mecz @ g ¢ ¢ 6 6
3d Cav Gp, Mecsz ¢ 4 ¢ ) ¢ 7
4th Cav Gp, Mecz 6 # g 17 2 25 .
_6th Cav Gp, Meczm ' ¢ & ..;?L,,. o} 17 17 }
11th Cav Gp, Mecz g g 8 @ g ¢
14th Cav Gp, Mecz [} g ] g g o}
15th Cav Gp, Mecz g ¢ g 7 20 20
16th Cav Gp, Mecz ] ¢ g ' @ g
101st Cav Gp, Mecz & @ 7 g g ¢
1024 Cav Gp, Mecz 4 g # 3 i 47
113th Cav Gp, Mecz 3 ¢ 7 4 10 24
;L_lﬁth Cav Gp, Mecs g ¢ g g g g
117¢h Cav Ken Sg, Mecs 7 i [4 g ¢ g
TOTAL (No of Dys) "9 g 7 24 99
GRAND TOT4L NO OF DAYS - - - — .- 139
PERCENTAGES 6.5% @2 5.0% 17.3% _ 100%

71.2%




(2) NCRTHERN FRANCE CAMPAIGN

(Appendix 3,2, Report oi Mechanized Cavalry)

UNIT OFFENSTVE LFENSIVE ECH {1 SECURITY GPEC OPRS | DAYS CURG IDBRRD

______ _ DAYS AYS DAYS TaY5 DiYE e
2@ Cav Gp, M¥ecz 1 g g 34 Ei 52
34 Cav Gp, Mecsz 5v ¢ 5 11 1 22
4th Cav Gp, Hecz 8 é 10 21 ] 45
§th Cav Cp, Mecz g ¢ d g 52 52
11th Cav Gp, Mecz o ¢ # ¢
14th Cav Gp, Hecz o] ¢ ] @ o
15th Cev Gp, Hecz 10 [ 8 ] 132 55 206
1é6th Cav Gp, Mecz d ¢ 4 g [ I
101st Cav Gp, Mecz 73 o # g g 4
102d Cav Cp, Mecs 5 ¢ 6 23 18 52
113th Cav Gp, Mecz 16 1 g ‘14 12 52
115th Cav Gp, Mecw 40 7 7] 3 43
117th Cav Gp, Mecz o o ] ¢ ¢
TOTAL (No of Days) 45 A7 46 235 151
GRAND TOTAL NO OF DAYS - - — -- - 524,
PERCENTAGES 8.6% 9.0% 8.8% 44,.8% 28.8% 106%




 (3) RHINELAND CAMPaIGN

Report on Mechanized‘cavalry)

(Appendix 3,a,,

"SPEC OPHS

ONIT OFFENSIVE | DEFERSIVE ECN SECURITY BaY¥3 GO IDERED

— DAYS DAYS DAYS DaYS DsYS s
24 Cava,-MEGa_ 12 82 g L8 12 154
33 Cav Gp, Mecz | 12 94 1 5 10 122
4th Cav Gp, Mecs 20 50 ¢ 39 45 154
6th Cav Gp, Mecz 31 41 d 4 80 156
11th Cav Gp, Mecz 1 61 74 13  23 98
14%h Cav Gp, Mecz 5 16 1 12 26 £0
‘15th Cav Gp, Mecz A 14 14 6 ﬁ. 38
16th Cav Gp, Mecz A 2 g 1 24, f 31
101st Cav Gp, decz 2 33 1 4 10 46
1024 Cav Gp; Hecs 9 107 g 277 13 156
113th Cav Gp, Mecs 6 151 ¢ 2 29 188
115th Cav Gp, Heez @ ] g @ g g
117th Cav Ren Sg, Mecsz 2 120 7 32 27 188
TOTAL (No of Days) 108 771 R4y 189 299
GRAND TOT4L NO OF Da¥S | - - - -- - 1391
PERCENTAGES 7.8% 55.4% 1.7% 13.6% 21.5% 100%




L IGN

A
£

(4) ARDENNES CAlP

(Appendix '3 ,a, Remort on Hechznized Cavalry)

URIT OWIZHSIVE | LEFENSIVE ICH SECULITY SPEC_OPNG_ | Da¥5 CONG ki)
DaY¥s DAYS Da¥5 | N Lave

2d Cav G, Mecz 7 =7 ¢ g 4 34
3d Cav Gp, Mecz 7 25 j_é_“ a4 ¢ 25
4th Cav Gp, Yecz 7 5 rd 17 5 34
6th Cav Gp, Mecz 11 g g 7 & 32
11th Cav Gp, HMecz & i Z # [o] @
14th Cav Gp, Mecz 3 3 g ¢ 38 JAY
15th Cav Gp, Mecsz 4 @ # 4 o} i g
16th Cav Gp, Mecz # ¢ ¢ 4 g #
101st Cav Gn, Mecsz /] g @ g g [
102d Cav Gp, Mecz 4 ) 12 ¢ 7 B 29 41
113th Cav Gp, Mecz ¢ # ¢ g g g
115th Cav Gp, Mecz a i ¢ g 8
117th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz g 4 ¢ % g
TOTAL (No of Days) 25 20 g 24 78 ]

CRAND TOTAL OF DAYS — - - - - 207
PERCENTAGES 12, i% 38.6% 7% 11.6% 37.7% 100%

-



(5) CENTR:L EUROPE CAilPi =GN

(Appendix 3 ,a, Report on Mechenized Cavalry)

UNIT CFFENSIVE | DEFGNSIVE RGN SECURITY SPLC OPNS | DaYs GOMS IGEIGD

- DiYS DALS DiYS 0.Y3 D.YS -
2d Cav Gp, UMecxz g 3 # 36 ¢ 48
3d Cav Gp, Mecs 5 ¢ 2 28 7 42
4th Cav Gp, Mecz 25 4 g 2 17 48
&th Cev Gp, Mecz 11 3 g 25 9 48
1lth Cav Gp, Mecs & ¢ & 21 18 48
14th Cav Gp, Mecz 9 ¢ o4 2 37 48
15th Cav Gp, Mccsz # 1 o] 14 29 L4
1éth Cav Gp, Mecz 3 3 ¢ 2 = 28
101st Cav Gp, Mecz ) S - 14 3 41
162d Cav Gp, Mecz 7 g # 18 21 39
113th Cav Gp, Mecm 10 8 ¢ 19 11 L3
115th Cav Gp, Hecz ¢ ¢ 2 2 1 15
117th Cev Hen Sg, Mecz 4 & 4 37 7 48
TOIAL (No of Days) 86 al 16 222 190
GRLND TOT-L NO OF D¥S - - -- - = 245
PERCENTAGES 15.8% 5.7% 2.9% 40.75 34.9% 100%




b. NATURE QF COMBAT

(bppendix 3, Report on Mechenized (avalry)

UNIT PRIVARILY MOUNTED || PRIMARILY DISMOUBTED {| DAYS CONSIDZRSD
S Days Percent Days Percent |f @ -—eeem- -
2d Cav Gp, Meoz 137 0l% 132 499 269
34 Cav Gp, Mooz &) 429, 93 584 161
—
Ath Cav Gp, Mecz i 59 25% 1175 75% 234
&th Cav Gp, Meos 57 39% 89 619 146
e
1 1+th Cav Gp, Mecz 51 429 71 58% 122
: |
1 Ath Cav Gp, Méocs 17 29% - 41 1% 53
1 5+th Cav Gp, Meos i 5l 229 182 78% 233
: }
1 &th cav Gp, Meos g 17 7% [ 23% 22
4
: 3
B i
1 Olst Cav Gp, leoy 33 42% 46 58% 79
'
. 1
1024 gav Gp, Meos ! 107 4% 126 54% 233
1
13th Cav G, Meon i t o2 % 194 75% 256
- ii i ¢ |
11 5th gav 6p, Neos ! 4 [ 9% 40 91% 44
: {
N X :; : ‘-i-\. -
Y i 4 :
L1 Pth Cov Ren 8q, Meos y Q7 ! 409 i,l‘ 146 . 60% P43
‘ ; it
\—.._.......hw::’*... .._._____,i“‘,‘ o 1',—*' s -*"_;:::"““— erns T I AT AT e T T T S ST
Ty g, . . il I i
‘ TAL (No of days) | 760 | - 4 1340 —
: . k |
TGRAND TOT.L W) OF DAYS | =~ ——- I 2100 - 2100
: it |
Ty o | )
3 TAL PERCENTAGES i J— 36.1% _— 63.9% 1007

Yo,

Sinos mounted end dismoumted phasen of combat were necesserily clesely ine
terrelated, this compilation cldssifies combat days into those which were

primerily mounted and thosc which were primerily -dismounted.
dismounted combet had mounted supvort; end mounted action was asai,

In g

dismounted action when resistance or other factors required,

-8~



(Appendix 3, Report on Mechanized Gavelry)

6. UNITS ATTACHED OR IN DIRECT SUPEORT

TYPE OF COMBAT

VAR IMUM T MINIMUM NORVAL
2 Fi Bus 1 FA Bn
CFFENSIVE 11D Bn NONE 1 ID Bn
2 Engr Bns (88 Inf) 1 Bngr Co
2 Engr Cos
4 FA Bns 1l Fa Bn
1 TD Bn 1 7D Bn
DEFENSIVE ! 4 Engr Bus (s Inf) NOWE 1 Engr Co
é 1 Engr Bn
i 1 8ig Plet
i 1 Tank Bn
RECONNA ISSANCH ; 1 FA Bn NONI NONw
. 1L ID Pn
2 Engr Cos
! o e
v 1 TA BEn L Eh Br-
SUCURITY Pl omh B NOMg 5 i (o
b 1 Fnge Bn 1 Legr Co
Y1 Engr Co

NQTE: This compilation represents & genersl consolidetion of the

expericrce of the several groups.



ATTUR ¥OR CORFAT, MECHANIZED -
i CIFENTS
(u endix ﬁ Renort on uEChaanEd Cavalry)

PP x Ty

e st

TD (sP) !i?__;t (=) ‘L TD ((SP) TD 4(51:)

S LU __.-_

O L

SGUADRON __|

SGUADROR
HESERVE (- )*‘“"“" e

HESERVE

! ¥ SuPPoRT OF
SUUADRONS E

-3
t

() (=)
GROUP P *
RESERVE

N,

~10m



(2) FORMATION AND ORC.NIZATION FOR COMBAT, OFF

MECH-NIZED G S GACUP, HE VILY R

CLD

gre)

FIxE SUPPORT
FOR SGUADEON

SQULDRCH
RESERVE

P
.
—t

PR S,
e |
LU

T
P rr |
1

‘

5 ()|

GROUP EES

(ippendix 3d;. Remori on Meckrnized Cevelry)

FIRE SUPPORT
FOR SGUATRON

SGUADRON
FESERVE

| FIRE SUPPORT

FOH GRCUP

{28 Cavalry Group, Rei

"orced: Offense
near S and MO iv

ivers, Luxembourg

and Germany, 1 - 3 ¥arch, 1945.)

- 11 -



ILTION AND ORGFIZATION FOK DEFENSIVE COMB-T,

J IZED C. VoLRY CROUP WITH pnxIMUM .T5..CHMENTS

appendlx 3, d, Report on 1.&echan1zed Gavalrv)
[ |

-

I 1 o o . 1 _ ,
oA ' ] S . I
E l (. /z | = , l i o () Lz '} o=® e |
- g/,/’ﬂ » SUPPORT _i [ (=) SUPPORT -—L [ Trp I SUPEGHT T D
1___.:'::::.; | ST PSRN
LUPPORT — ...
TDh s 1
| S | Lo 8
8o
ER
-~
o=
f{gt} .
SRS I
= [ol=]
STADRON SRS SUS -
il SLTLDRON PR
B - RESEHVE “ ERSERVE 24T E
e HEET
— A58
. N = '?ul et
A _:f;_(")__ - ARTILIERY 4085
H-SUPFORT 2588
= O u oo
ENGINEER SUPPORT _1 1 l €y l e J !-— iaL STUPPCRI
s 'y (2d .Cavalry Group, Reinforced: Defense
Ty | S along BOSELLE IILVGI‘, 24 December. 1944
Hq a2nd Hg Go, GPr i T D } ’ } TD 20 Februsry 1945. Frontage: 27 wmiles)
A e P
i

GROUP RESERVE



HLGOM\I:LISUA[‘GLL i

HIZED CavielLzY GROUP, HEn JILY :sELu

. ¥
RNREE S, SO S
; - ; P .
o { I/._ ——
] ' i P
i o H 1 i
L Fm o T

-

(Light Tenk Bn acted as Gp Res,
between periods of commitment)

{4th Cavalry Group, Reinforced:
Reconnaissance,; vic ME River,
7 September - 9 Septemier, 1944.)

(Bppendix 3d,, Report on Mechénized Cevalry)

FIRE SUPPORT
- | FOR SCUADROM

FIRE SUPPORT _“E
FOR St UADRON

{ Floo

! ° =) IFI“ SUPPORT

I _iFOR GROUP

IS S S

orp (A=l

fo G2 | GRO

RGUP

@Epy{-) ; ;L RESERVE

prTT

e

TROOP
SUPPCR

-13 -



(5) FORWATIOE AND ORGAHIZLTION $OR GOEBAT, SECURITY MISSION,

HECHANIZED GaV.LEY GROUP,

HEALYILY RhINFORCED

{Appendix 3d, Report on Wecranized Cevaliry)

fTROoR
lstppar

[,

|_FIRE SUPPORT
! FOR SQUADRCK

—

TRCOP
SUPFORT

FIZE SUPPORT |4

FOR SLULDRON

__ SGUADRON SCTU-PRON
T RESERVE RESTRVE
F
S N S T S -1 .

' ! FIRE STPPORT
M_EE“_J(SP) o _ FOR GROUP
e | S i1 , )

[ T e gl e o] s |

GROUP RESERVE

(16th Cavalry Group, Reinforced:
Security, mopping up NAHE River
valley, 19 Merch, 1945.)

- 14 =



e, OBGANIC UNTTS DETACHED.

NOTE:

mobile reserve - 39;

unknown - 172,

The types of duty performed by the units while on detsched serv

redr area security - 409; - commend post security - 844

army informetion service -

5i5;

(Appendix 32, Report on Mgchanized Cavalry)
{I¥ DAYS)
2 o Atchd to:
o s 2, IS
ol ol &l &1 &L &l & o195 01 2 w £
&l &t ot o o > ol » = b4 2 = 4
UNIT sloel B BRI B BEI S B &1 81 21 ©of © @ S5 g,
.'5 z 8 8 (] &3 [ (&} [ &} (i =} 5 B -9( 8 kel - &8
3 o U5 RV =1 2 o) = = ] =, g g g
o e g T ol ~ £ & o
ol owl S 8 El R A 5131 & ol B S — - 3 3 ! & =
&p K1 Hi e Al a8l si gl iy A1 = i = o
2 Cav qu N G i) E H G ¥ E
4 1 Cav 8q 31y 12} 38 ;2 22 1 193 11 101 5 114 169 69 9 171 31
1 Cav Sq {-1 Tr) 26 25 109 %426 60
3 Ren Trs ¥| olw |& N o | | B
2 Ren Trs 5 5
1 Ben Tr 22 171 11 23 29 1 A2 11 501 60 | 319 s 674 3051 226 17 96| 81
1 L Tk Co 98 1 1 27 ~27] 99
1A/6 Tr | 23 98 23 BE
1 Plat, Ren Tr 145 13 13 145
1 Plat, L Tk Co 23 23
1 Plat, 4/G Tr W |0 |N|E N 0 N E
ice were as follows, in deys: combal ~ 35

“ 15 =



f, HIGHER HEADQUARTLES UNDER WHICH QPERATING

(Appendix ~ 3, Report cn Mechanized Cavalry)

UNIT SRMY | CORPS | ARKD DIV | INF DIV | GTisas
24 cav Gp, Mece _ g 203 7 64 J]
3d Cav Gp, Mecz J) 136 i 37 1
4th Cav Gp, Mecz # 167 28 94 -4
6th Cav Gp, Meoz 173 139 4 c 4
11lth Cav Gp, Mecs e 84 7 &1 ﬁ
14th cav Gp, Mecs ] 75 i | 23 4
15th Cav Gp, Mecz @ 16 g 179 77
"16th Cav Gp, Meoz Juf 3 g 3 5 14
130kst Cav Gp, Mecz 2 47 é? l g I
~'102d Cev Gp, Mecs [ 160 5 ! 96 il
: _ ,
113th Cav Gp, Mecs 4 120 4 ; 179 i
115th Cav Gp, Mec:z i 7 # : 44 4
117th Cev Ren Sq, NMecz @ 68 10 | 157 9
TOTAL (NO OF DAYS) 173 1208 85 953 101
GRAND TOTAL HO OF TAYS | «-- - — - 2520
PERCENTAGES ; 6.9% 47.9% 3,4% 37,8% 4,0%

- 16 -



APPENDIX 4

(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

SUMMAIY OF ILPLOYMENT

MECHANIZED CaVALRY RECONNsISSANCI. SQUADHONS

AMD ARMCRED RECONNAISUANCE BATTALIONS, ARMOWED DIVISTONS

1. This summary comprises:

a. Types of missions performed,

b. Units attached or in direct support,

e¢. Organic units detached.

d. Typical employment of detached units,

2. The following comments are applicable to this appendix:

a, The source of this informsticn is the reports after action
against enemy of the following unite, for the months indicated:

823 Armd Ren

25th Cav Ren

85th Cav Rcn
86th Cav Ren

87th Cav Ren

39th Cav Rcn

90th Cav Ren

UNLT

Bn (2& Armd Div) -

Sq, Mecz

Sq, Mecz
Sq, lecz
3q, Mecz

8¢, Mecz

S

Sq, Mecz

(4th Armd Div)

(5th Armd Div) -

(6th frmd Div)

{7th Armd Div)

(9th Armd Div)

{10th drmd Div) -

92d Cav Fen Sg, Mecz (12th Armd Div) -

WMONTHS
June, 1944 to May, 1945

July, August, 1944; Noverber,
1944 teo April, 1945

September, 1944 to finril, 1945

July, 1944 to Mav, 1945

September, 194/ to November,
19445  January, 19453 March
to May, 184%

October, 1944 to May, 194%

Novemoer, 1944; January,
1945 to April, 1945

December, 1944 to May, 1945

b. The units whoge records were studied were sselected as repre-
sentative of units of this type serving in the four U.S, ermies.

APPENDIX 4



TYPES OF MISSIONS PERFORMED

a.

ONTT OFFENS IVE DEFENSIVE: RCR SECURITY SPEC OPNS DAYS CONSIDERED
et Days % Days| % Deys % Days | & Days £ ----
25th Cav Ren S¢, Meca 4 2% 10 5% 25 12% 110 ) 518 T 30% 223
82d Armd Ren Bn 21 % 35 { 11% 75 23% 15 5% 188 54% 334
85th Cav Ren Sqy Macz 1c 4% 52 | 214 20 8% 56 | 22% 113 45% 251
86th Cav Ren Sq, Mecs 2 1% L7 4 17% 76 27% 59 120% 102 35% 286
87th Cav Ren Sq, Wecz 6 3% 21 | 11% & 3% 9 5% 148 78% 190
89th Cav Ren Sq, Mecs 0 0% 16 | 10% ¢} 0% Lh | 263 107 L% 167
S0th Cav Ren Sq, Mecs 6 L% 1 1% 1 10% &6 | 4L% 62 41% 150 .
92d Cav Ren Sq, Mecz 19 128 6 i 4% 23 14% 55 135% 57 35% 160 ‘:
TOTAL {No of Days) 68 -— 188 | ~--- 240 — L3} e 851 ——
GRAND TOTAL NO OF DAYS - — — - - — ——— j - — -— 1761
PERCENTAGES L% 11% 13% 247% 48% 100%

{Appendix 4, Report on lechanized Cavalry)

NOTE: Offensive combat includes attack, and pursuit 2nd exploitation.

delaying action, end holding key terrain,
blocking, flank protection, maintsining contact and £illing g=ps.

mobile reserve and rrar area security.
volved offensive combat,

Defensive combat includes defense,

Security includes screening (both moving end stationary),
Special operations inclucde

The accorplishment of recomnnaissance missions normelly in-
The performence of security missions frequently involved offensive combat.



b, UNITS ATTACHED OR IN DIRECT SUPPORT

(Appendix 4. Revort on Mechanized Cavalry)

Type of

Combat Maximum Minimum Normal
1 Armd Inf Bn 1 FA Bn
1 Armd P4 Bn 1 Tk Co
Offensive 2 Tk Cos None
1 TD Co
1 Armd Engr Co
1 Engr (C) Bn
1 Armd Inf Bn 1 FA Bn
Defensive 1 Ren Co, Armd Regt None 1 TD Plat
1 FA Bn-
1 Armd Inf Co
1 Med Tenk Co
Reconnaissance 1 FA Bn None None
1 10 Co
- 1 Bngr Plat
Security 1 FA Bn None 1 Tk or
1 1D Co : TD Plat

NOTE: This compilation represents a general consolidaticn of the axper—
iences of the several units.



" ORGANIC UNTTS

C.

UNTT FOW TR|FCW TH | ACR TR { BCN TR | AG PLaT [AG PLAT | AG PLAT JAG PIAT T CcOJ DAYS CONSIDERED
25th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz 158 153 223
824 Armé Ren Bn A7 35 334
g5th Cav Ren Sg, Mecz 97 36 35 66 36 ’ 35 251
86th dav Ren Sq; Mecz 202 161 57 63 286
87%h Cav Ren Sq, Mecz “ 66 42 27 190
89th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz || 116 | 116 107 98 98 59 39 167
90th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz A A 30 20 150 ‘
92d@ Cav Ren Saq, Meecz 53 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 160
TOTALS 838 |- 609 252 26; 283 190 . 12C 26 65 1761

(Appendix 4, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

NOTE: The detached units were normelly attached to combat commend of their respsctive armored
were given combat missions. .

divisions, and

-



d, TYPICAL EMPLOWMENT OF DETACHED UNITS

(Appendix L, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

lll NORMAL ATTACHMENTS , NORMAL MISSIOKS
"",L"i"-*; ' T '
N .
\ /‘ (Reinf) (Reinf)
ask Force o 1 Task Force No 2

ekl
T 1

Combat Cond

!

; . SEGUAIIY, RECONNATSSHNCE, OR
p oS KESBRVE

¢ ¢ g L]

1 ﬁ l ;.;_,,) e REGONNATSSANGE
) . i !
‘ C 0 (retnt) [E (Reinf)

Task Forco o 1 Task Force Ne 2

Ll
Combat Comd r&__.:‘s

L] 7 =

SECULITE OR RIISERVE

=
=
=
)
2
5

/1 (Reinf) ‘/Z{ e (TR

Tas) Force No 2 N
C:) (Rein?)

e

‘ ! Task Force No 1

Combat. Comd

-5



APPENDIX 4
-(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

SUMEARY OF EMPLOYMINT

VECHANTIZED CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE TROCPS

IN INFANTRY DIVISIONS

This summary comprises:

a. Types of missions performed.

b, Units detached or in dirsct support,

The following comments are applicable to this appendix:

a. The source of this information is the reports after action

against enemy of the following units, for the months indicated:

UNIT MONTHS
lst Cav Ren Tr, Mecz {lst Inf Div) June, 1944, August, 1944, March,
1945
3d Cav ken Tr, Mecz (34 Inf Div) august 1944 to April 1945

5th Cav Ren Tr, Mecz (5th Inf Div) Octcber, 1944, January, 1945;

March, 1945 to May, 1945

30th Cav Ren Tr, Mecz (30th Inf Div)  June, 1944 ; Avgust, 1945 to

May, 1945

79th Cav Hen Tr, Mecz (79th Inf Div)  Scptember, 1944, Novem>er, 19&@,

January, 1945, March, 1945, April,
1945

80th Cav Ren Tr, Mccz (80th Inf Div)  December, 1944 March, 1945 to

May, 1945

€3d Cav Ren Tr, Mecz (834 Inf Div) July, 1944, Septomber, 1944,

November, 1744; Jenuary, 1945 to
April, 1945

90th Cav Ren Tr, Mecz (90th In? Div)  June, 1944, July, 1944, Soptomber,

19L4

104th Cav Ren Tr, Mecz (104th Inf Div) November, 1944 to Aprll 1945

b. The units whose rccords were studied were sclected as repre-

sentative of units of this type serving in the four U.S, armies.

-1~ APPENDTX &



LS OF MISSIONS PERFORMED

T

A,

(&ppendix 5, Report on Mechenized Cavalry)

I i' (FFENSIVE_ i DEFENSIVE RCH SECURITY il SEEC OPNS DAYS CONSIDERED
¥ H i . . : : i
i Daysia % EDavs . % Deysi ., % Days 1L % Dexs %
: 3 i '
1st Cav Ren Troop, Mecm 0 i 0% 5 2% i 0 i 0% 184 1 68% b 82 ! 30% 271
3¢ _Cav Ren Troop, lecg Data on es, of migsions by days not svailsble. .
5%th Cev_Ren Troop. Mecz L A1 2% 1 © 0% 1 3.1 2% 85 | 4L7% L 87 49% 179
30th Cav Ren Troop, Mecs 1:6,3% 152 9% 16 5% 115 39.7% [ 136 | L6% 29/,
79th_Cav Ren Troop, Mecz 0_: 0% 7.3 4% 1 21 }11% 62 | 3% 93 51% 183
80th Gav Ren Troop, Mecz ; 2 2% 3 3% 19 | 20% 29 20% it 46 L6% g9
83d_Cav_Ren Troon, Mecwm : 0 0% 0 0% 12 5% 175 35 Sh 22% 241
90th Cav Ren Troop, Mecsz 0 0% 7 1. 9% 21 126% A1 AL 50% 13 15% a2
104th Gav Ben Troon. Meoz 1 11 ;6% 1} 1o 5% 3 ..2% 70 | 39% 87 | LEF 181
H
TOTAL (No of Days) : 18 - 58 - |l 95 -- 761 -- 598 --
GRAND TOTAL NO. QOF.DAYS if - - -— - - _— - — e - 1530
i: 4
i .
PERCENTACES ,z —~ 1% - L4g o - ] 6F — {508 M - | 39% 100%
R £ ! E i ; ' }

NOTE: Offensive combat includes attack, and pursuit and exploitstion,

action, and holding kev terrain.

protection, maintaining contact and £illing gaps.

Defensive combal includes defense, dplaying,
Security includes screening (both moving and stationsry), blocking, flank
Special opersiions includes mobile reserve anc resr ares
security. The accomplishment of reconnzissance missions normelly involved offensive combat.
of security missions freguently involved offensive combet,

The performance

-

-



b. UNITS ATTACHZED OR_IN DIRECT SUPPORT.

(hppendix 5, Employment of Mechanized Cavalry)

Type of :

Combat Maximum Minimum Normal
Offensive 1 Lt Tank Co L Lt Tank Co
1 A4/G Plat (105 SP) Nene
Defensive 1 T Co None None

1 Engr Co :
Reconnaissance 1 Lt Tank Plat None None
Security 1 Lt Tank Co None None

NOTE: ‘This compilation represents a general consolidation of the
experience of several troops.



APPENDIX 6
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)
EXAMPLES OF EMPLOYMENT OF MECHANIZED CAVALRY UNITS IN GOMBAT

1, This appendix comprises the following historical examples of
the employment of mechanized cavalry units in combat in the Buropean
Theater: '

a. Mechaniged Cavalry Groups.

(1) Offensive Combat.

(a) 34 Cavalry Group: Pursuit from LEINBERG to
REGENSBURG, 22 — 2L april 19LS.

(b) 6th Cavalry Group: Attack to Seize L'HOPITAL
and Clear KARLSERUNN FOREST, 2 ~ 5 December 19Uk,

(2) Defensive Combat,

(a) 2d Cavalry Croup: Defense of West Banx of
MOSZLLE River, in MOUTFORT Area, LUXENBOURG,
2t December 19LL - 3 March 1945.

(b} 113th Cavalry Group: Defense of North Flank of
12th Army Group, SITTARD Area, 19 September -
12 November 16LlL.

(3) Reconnaissance,
113th Cavalry Group: Reconnaissance of XIX Cerps
Zone of Action, L'ESCAUT Canal tb ALBERT Canal, 5 -
8 September 194,
(L) Security.
(a) Lth Cavalry Group: Screening VII Corps Right
Flank, South of AACHEN, 16 September ~ 2 Qcto-
ber 1944,
(b} 11th Cavelry troup: Prctection of Nurth Flank
of XIII Corps, dwing jpdvance from RHINE to
FIBE Rivers, 2 - 15 April 1945.

b, Mechanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadrons.

(1) Offensiva Combat.

2d Cavalry Reconnaissance Sduadron: Crossing of
MOSELLE River and Seizure of WINCHERINGEN, as Diver-
sion for Attack of XA Corps, 19 February 1945,

(2) Defensive Combat.
38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sguadron: Defense of
MONSCHAU Area against Gevman Aftack, 16 - 7 Decem-
ber 194y,

. ¢, Meaechanized Cavalry Reconnailssance Squadrons, Armored Divi-
5105,

(1) Offensive Combat.

87th Cavelry Reconnaissance Squadron: Attack against
MEINKENBRAGHT, 12 April 19LS.

-1 -~ APPENDIX 6



{2) Defensive Jonbat.

B9th Cavalry Heconnaissence Squadron: Delaying
;ct on, by Treops A, ¥, ¢ wnd E, BEFJRT Ared,
Dzcember lyhi

7
y

']
o

i
(3) #ecomnaissance.
92d Cavelry Heconnaissance Scuadron: Reccrnaissanc?

for 12th Armored Divisicn, NEUSPADT 4rsa, 8 - 16
April 1945,

5o

8oth Cavelry keconnaissance Squadron:
Lssenmbly area of oih n»"wro; division,
HaUSEN, & - 12 anril 1945,

d. Mechanized Cavalry Rocornaissance Trocps, Iz‘i‘:u::r‘,r Divi-
J N
510N5.

(1} ofiensive Combet.

lOnth CJVul“V Recennaissence Troop:  Avlaeck fraon
; pa Lo WESER River, in Advance of 104th
Ln)nnury .;v1s’ww. 7 arnril 1945,

—
>
~—r

Raconnailssangs
PaaSalises

o

50tn Cavalry Raconnaigsance Treop: Recennalssance
during Advance of $0th Infantry Division to ¥ASEEL,

2. The sources of whese accounts are thes reports aller cction
against eneny of the urnits concerned.



a,  [1) MVECEA}

4

(Appendix 6, Report on Mechunized Cavelry)

3d Cavalry Group; Pursuit from LiINBeRCG to heGEHSBUKG, Preceding
XX Corps, 10 Geizs CroSsings over Danube, 42 - 24 Aprll 1945,

On 21 April 1346, the 3¢ Cavelry Group, compssed of the 3d end
43d Cavelry Reconnaissance Squedrons, was disposed os sho-m on the
accompanying sketch. The nisgion then acsigrnd te XX Corps, to which
<he group was atteched, wes, commencing esrly 22 April, to adva*“a
soubheest in mssigned zonu, to make contact with Ssviel Army troops,
reported moving west from VIeHNA (XX409C), The 3d Cswvalry Group, with
Compenies A &nd ¢, 51ith Tank Destroyer Battelicr {SE), Compeny A
245th Engineer (C) 3ettalion, and the 5th Ranger Hattslion, sttached,
and with the 274th Armored field Artillery Battslion in direct support,
was given the mission to pursue vigercusly the routed Gorman lorces,
southeast to REGENSEBURG (¥U10S%6), srnd to seize and hold the bridges
ecross the DANUBE River, in the corps zcne, The group was to be fol-

t

lowed by the £5th and 7lst Infontry Divisions, edvancing abrees the

48tk Infantry Divisien oa the right,

The zroup commender cecided to move with squadrens abreast, th
434 cn the ht. The VILS River wes to become the toundary between

squadrens, when thet stream hed been resched, Isoleted enemy centers
of resistsnce were to be reported and by-peysed, and organized enemy
defensive positions were to he develeped, The 43d Cavelry Reconnais-
sance Squedron, with three companies of the 5th Renger Eettalion,
Company ¢ 81ltn Tark Dustroyer Hattalion (SP), and one plutcon of
Company A <4Ct1 Engineers (C) Battalion attquec, and with one huttery
of the 2( h trmored Field Artillery Bettalion in direct surpert, was
Lo pursue inteining contact with the 65th Infwntry

bivi wus to follew, The 3d Cavelry Reconruissance Squudron,
Ranger Betunlicn /le:s thrse companies ),
Compeny Tank Destroyer Battalicn and Qempeny £ {less ons
platoon) ¢45th Lngincer fP} pattalion, avun")ed and with the 274th
Armored Field Artillery dattalion (less cne battery) in direct support,
Wes 10 pursue in its zone and to maintain cortacl with the Tlst [nfantry
Division, following in its rear, and to 2eize and hold all bridges over
the NAGT River found intact. Group headguarters wes to move with the
west column,

At 0600 necurs on 22 Arril, the sdvance was oommenced. The wuut%ur
was cioudy and cold, and there wes rein end sacw., The ferrein weg
teohg Ttalnous i tho roads muddy an L510n~
eily, wvlthough shown on the mep, non-existent, The edvence wes opposed
by read block: and minefislds, e grest many of which were delendsc by
smell arms snd autometic weapons and in some instences were supported
by the antitank fire of 20mm end 88m guns.

3 owacded,

jpfte

Townd te

The 43¢ Cavalry secon sance § noer
ized eremy defensive positlon, whish i1t dovelep
same squadron overran s Germsn Stalay sand released ov
oners of Tre 3d ’“v&lry neconnelssence 3%

eorces the NAADR River cad held it wivll the antry
and relicvved it, 24 hours 1¢Lur. By the elternoon of the t
botn squadrons had renched thelr objective, the DANUBR R
imntely 200C prisoners of v ned beon teken and an
casuslties inflicted on the enemy.

9 F‘
ird day,
Apprex-
number of

The following were the principle results of this operetion: the
enemy was routed hefore he cculd organize a defensive stand north of the
DWNURE; tho seizure of the bridge meross NasR Kiver assisted the advanoce
of the Left division; the operatiaon sct the stage for XX Corpst essault
on RoUENSEURG,

-3 -
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a, (1) MEDHANTEID CAVALRY GROUP -— OFFENSIVE

(Appendix 6, Report cn Mechanized Cavalry)

(b) 6&th Cavalry Group: Attacik to Seize L'HOPITAL and Clesr KARLSBRUNN
Forest, 2 - 5 December 19hL.

On 1 December 194, the 6th Cavalry Groun {less 28th Cavalry Re-
connaissance Squadron), reinforced by 5tk Ranger Battalion, Comwany C
6024 Tank Destroyer Hatialion and Commany B 293d Engireer {C) Battalioen,
was attached to X Corps and given the nission of: provecting the right
flank of the corps; breaching the German line of defense at L'ROPITAL
(:QR842); and ! ¢ forast of KARLSEEUNY to the norithesst, The
6th Cavalry Group ‘oz:ptur meved into an asserkly area neortheasy of
SAINT AVOLD (1QZ5556) and the £th Cavalry Recormaissance Squadreon, with
Company D 5t Ranger Battalion auta.c'nrad, relieved one Lattalion of the
20th Infantry Regiment in CAHLIMG (V/Q2563) and mace plans for a frontal
assault on L'HOPITAL, vhich was senarated irom CARL by a deen rail-
way cut, Hearmhile, the 5t Rawger Battalion (iess Company D), which
was to make the main effort cn the lelt, moved into an 2ssemlly area
northeass of CAhLIKE under cover of woods.

The attaci was to o
support being provi oy the 5th Infa .
lack of tine, this-arranzement had ted, ctus.lw Lhe
attack of the rangev battalicn, 1eni')rwr tanvs, stariled at
Q9C0 hours; but the tanis could not be used ei’f ”‘Lw .y cue Lo the deep
mud, an¢ the ranger battaliecn scon cams under neavy artiilery and auto-
matic weapons fire., #s = result, its actuck, after the railroad tracks
had been creossed, was temorar Jﬂv halted. Irn the meantiae, the &6th Cav-
alry Reconnaissance Sguadron was engaged alony the ruilvoad cul
CARLING and L'HOPITAL.

: ~ 3 Pezember _Gik, the &l Cava Rzconnais—
sance Oquadron nushed 7igorously across the railread ecut ara entsred

the southern edyge of L'HCFITAL., Here they came under heavy artiliery
and wortar fire; and after clesring & portion ol the town, they were
forced, by enemy counter-attack, to withdraw to the railroad embanlnent,
with heavy casualuies, Meanvhile, the main atback by the 5Sth Ranger
Battalion advanced slovly through the wsode to thz nertheast of L'HCOPI-
TAL. 4 Docember was spent in advancing the ranger bastalion and in
maxing arrangesents to receive artillery sunpert fros tho 19%h Ficld
Artillery Battelion, Sth Infentry Division. ZAzvly 5 Decoembor, aftoer

a heavy artillery n»repa v an LUEIOPITAL, tno
clearcd vy & v.lgf‘,l‘oub‘ combired atiack of tho Sun
Squ:dren and the 5ih ar rabt\.l ton, L :
the raiiroad i ',l“c rangers dreve in i
of the attack carricd the 5t Cavelry Rzceonnzi
the cnomy supports and ell into the forest of |
enemy artillery was forced to dispiace; —xm, thus
fire, the (ﬂh Cavalry Group cuickly clearad tha ferest and gas
high-ground to the east,

Lo

armcred ca
AN m**!
zcking fom,w E

The actiorn uzs alm
destroyer sunport bl _LH‘
" anproaches o the
tially handicappad b i‘or pk
and for arranging for artillorys supo M*t Eowever, when trc,
tics had been overcoms, the ChJ‘uCthCS woers gained vithout unJue Losses,
the attack being pushed vers vigorously. This action illustrates the
handicap under which rmechanised cavelry forces were placed uhon oporat-—
ing dismouwnted without their normal mobile fire support, It zlso, how-
ever, illustrates <the ability cf mochanized cavalry to overcomoe that
handicap, vhen reinforced with inflarntry and aggressively lod.

e 4 -
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a, {2) MECHANIZED SAVALRY GROLF -

(appendix 6, Report en Mechanized Cavalry)

(a) 2d Cavalry Group: Defense of Vest 3ank of MOSELLE River, in
MOUTFORT Area, LUKEIEQURG, 2k December 19LD - 3 March 1915, o

On 23 December 19nk, the 2d Cavalry Group received the
protecting the right (east) flank of XII Corps zlong the west !
the MOSELLE River, from RAUTE KOWPZ (VU9799) cn the scuth Lo ill
(WLO0F23) on the north. All eneny pockets on the wost hank of
were to be reduced and the enemy was to be held aust of the
_ within uhe sector. Contact was <o be gained and maintained w
on the right and with the Yth Infantry Division on the leflt,
25 miles. In this sector, the LOSFLLE River had a width of from 5C0 to
600 feet and & depth of up to 25 feet. On the west bank, the ls
rose steeply to a heipght of 450 meters; on the sast bank, the slope vias
gradual, This bank was knovn to be held by enemy infahtry and.fortress
machine gun battalicns, generally unaggressive ercopt for pabrols. Two
enemy bridgeheads existed on the vest banl, within the sector, one at
MuCHTHR 918) and the ciher ab MEATERY., Thers wus also an ene

rid doat WASSEARILLIG, twoe kilometers from the nerth houne
the sector.

The corps comnander constitubted the group as Task Force Reed, and
he attached wo it the following units: 3724 and 390tk Enpineer (GS)
Regiments, 000th Tank Destroyer Battalion (3 inch, towed), 255tk Field
Artillery Battalion (1USmn How), 270th armorsd iField frtillery Hattal-
ion, and cne signal platoorn. The erngineer regimonts were {o be used
as infantry. For execuvion of the mi oriy, the task force was dis-
posed az follows (see sketeh): Combat Tooi R
Cavalry .l2con e Squadr (less Troop §
talion of :7ed Enpineer (G3) Reg mt, and on
on the right; Jombut Tean Costellg, comprising 24 Cavalry vaconiilss
sance Scuadron (less Troop ), 398th Bnginecr (G8) Hegimenu, amd ona
tank destroyer company, on Lhe left; the remainder of the ferce in ro-
sorve, .at MOUTFORT (WL9311).

Three defensive lines were organiwed: an outpost line, held by 11
platoons, on the river Lank; z mupnort line, manned hy 18 platoons, a-
long the hills frem 1000 to 2C0C yards wast ol the S5
line, not occeupivd, on the comranding ground two to
the MOSZLLE, Hunzrous obstacles were croctod, and O
prepared; and an zlaborate comminications syston was

i orr..
efully

v

Appressive patrolling dnto tho MEWTERT and MACHTU
was ilnitigted without delay and resulbed in the withdrawal across the
river of the force at MERTEQY. 4 disacunted atiack, supportod by tanks,
drove the cnemy {rom the high ground adjacent to MACHTIM on 30 Decomber;
and on 11 January, Troop C 2d Cavalry :tocomials Squadron atvvacked
dismounted and, after 12 hours of streut i bl bowm,
Patrolling across tne MOSELLE River was &l cnd o 29 Fob-
ruary, an offunsive opecration was exe 50
Appendix 6 b (1)}, aryillery, v troops
altitachod was 3 I
zations froguen

1y

To sumiariza *his perfovmance by the 2d Cavalry Group: & iorce of
some 5500 succesafully dofended & front of over 25 miles Jor more than
two months, thus releasing an infantry division Tor offensive goznbat;
mochanized cavalry, with its mobility and cxcelient omunications,
demonstrated its suitability uo deferd long river lines, with infuntry,
artillery and engincer suppori.
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a, (2) LECHANIZZD CAVALRY CROUP -- DEFENSIVE

{Appendix 6, Eeport on Mechanized Cavalry)

of North Flanl of 12tn Army

oy == 12 Movembor 190,

1iv Groun:

(&)
Group, &I TAKC Arce, 19 Senty

During thernizht 19 - 20 Septomber 1944, the 113th Caval Group,
comprising the 113th Cavalry Reconnalssance 3guadron, the 7anth Lignt
Tark Dattalion (lebs onv: company ), the 246tk Zngineer (C) Battalion,
Company C 702¢ Tank Destroyer Battalicn,.an engineer company (less twe
platoons) and a t\ﬁn destroyor platoen, teok over the deliinse of the
norch f7ank of XIX Corps ( } rst Arm* and 12th Army Group), in the
SITVARD area, from t.c HCLLAHE -G uWY bo“1cr
front of about six
a cevalry roe
troyer ¢

Early on 20 Seotcmoev the werk of organizing the cosition was com-
menced an. 2ggressive reconnaissance wos initiated to the north and con-
tact estrblisted wxnr tha enery, wno, 1t was L
176 Infentry Tivision, sup orted by artillery ond tanks.,  The
east of the Gorman bo:cr VLS wpen and gently rolling, with ax

firce and o West ol tr~ bO“ﬂur Lh» :
vitn

sraed, belongad

fiolds of

\Tnu
avalry

A widenod ax ‘Wdluf Lo CAMGELT (3
milcs further

Du“inr the period 29 September - 3 October, the 113th Cavalry Group
(tho 1%5%h Cavalry Neconnaissance Sguadreon (1.:ss Trocp B} roj
30 QLDLw”qu\ adveaced Iis Aol four mil [
porary ver ;3
and took
try Diviai
units
1 l.but

B
rotion Lwr
g“oup rosuned B

fia EQLh Infan
3ol b

3 ,iTmtnmm Lo 1.
serves ahULnugﬂ to only wne platoon Zor Lhe group and cne plaboon for
sach unit. Up to three iight and two medium artillery battalions sup-
ported tho croup, whose organic assault puns proved invalueklo in this
situation, Agprn slv p;Lr0111nq was cunw&ctodj and neen infermation
of the on Nt
sirengihe
precinsble water ouabaclu

On 2 Hovembier, the 17th Cavalry Heconrnalssance Sgundare
of tho 15t Cavelry Group, took its plzcw in the line, relic i
125th Cavalry Hecennaissance Squadren, which passed into gr e
From then on, it was pousible Lo rotate compivte units, Iro i
into rescrve, and the effeet of this system wes very berneficlal., Eow-
ever, 1t was not long used; for on 12 November, the Guards Armorsd Divi-
sion of 39 British Corps relicved the 113tk Savalry Group, when

passed into rosoerve.

fur.

S'l“(,k, 3

01, altﬂonﬂh llt‘3“ rotation

cnvalry d ne
lird squadron, ic provide a mobile
1 ) k

of units wis possible; o ncod for o
reserve and to make possible the roliof of units leng commicted,
keenly fclt.

castrated rore

- 6 -
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&, (3) MiCHsKIZLD CiVALRY GRUUF - RECONIL. 1SS/ HCH

(Appendix 6, Rcport on Mechenized Cavelry)

113th Cavelry Group: Reconnaissance of XIX Corps Zonc of Letion,
TVESCEUT Canet to ALBRBRYT Cansl, & ~ b Scpfembor 1944,

On 4 Scptember 1944, the 113th Cavelry Group, Mechanized, tivouncked
gouthnf T‘OUR?\L"i (VH9332), Eelgium, reccived the mission of meving toross
LYESC.UT CLN.L cerly 5 September,. to reconnoiter egsively, cost end
nortnaus‘,, in the zonc of motion of XAIX Corps, o ‘r of lond scme 20
miles vide end 125 miles ieong, prssing between CHLRLeROI (VJ6o06) ond

BRUSSELS {VJj6255), both exclusive, and striking the MEUSL River betwsun
LIEGE (vJ4629), exclusive, end MiASTRICET (VES252), inclusive. The
enemy situction was to be determined, and strong opposision by-pessed;
and rond end bridge conditions on fivc prineipal routes, whieh the
corps plonned to use in its muin cdvence, wero to b :'e,porteﬁ The
113th Covelry Group, whleh comprised, besides group he uutor . the
113%h Covelry Reconncissence Squadron wnd the 180th Covalry onnt.isg=
sance Sgued {lzss Troop E end Company P), wes T2 Lo "Llrfoz*:;c by
Compeny 4 8&d cer {C) Britalion end ucn»piry ¢ (03¢ Tenk Destroyer
Battulion. fNe support from the mein lements of the corps, tem-
porarily immobilized duc to gusolii ¢, could be expected,

Barly on 5 Scptember, the advance wes begun, with squadrons
shreest, the 113th on the right, vnd with e plstoon of engincers atteche
ed to ecoh squndren, Cn & September, n tenk destroyer pletoon was also

sttoched to ench sguedron, Squsdrons advanscd with two crvalry recon-
nelssoence ‘crooos abreust. Dy night of § Septomber, the line of the
NawUR (VJ9012) BRUSEKLE (VJ6255) Reiiwey hod been resched, enemy reosiss
tonoco heving beon scottered nnd gepsrclly “ight uatil labe in the day
when The 113th ”msl:‘v Reoonniissance Squadron pad cncountered sulfl op-
poslticn, Esrly on 6 September, the cdvance wes vesumed, with the 1l3th
Cavelry Recornaissancoe Squadron in sherp contoct.throughout the drysnd the
128th Cavelry Reconneissence Squadren maklr‘r feverable progress on its
loft although deleyed on its right ot JODIGND (VJ9840), until this re-
sistence wes by-possed.

On 7 September, the 113th Cavnl*v Reconnalssance Scuedron fought
its woy to ST ; {VERG49), strong rusistance wes encountored,
while thoe 125th Cu lry l‘ccm:mwscr,.nw Squedron, now reinforced by
Troop ¢ 113th Cavalry Recoanaissouce 3guadron, cdvensed €0 the wicinity
of HALSLLLT (VK31 vhier wrs cupturcd beflore durk,

By this time, the 2d irmond Division had been roefucled, and its
reconnnissunoe glements bad overteken the 113sh Cewvelry Groun, The
corps comnander had decided theat the 2d Lrwored Divisicn weuld operate
in the left portion of the corps zonc; and ot 0800 hours on 8 September,
the 113th Cavalry Group rocelved orders to closc in somewhat to the
right. By mid-afterncon the LLEWRT Calal wes rceched oll troops;
ond by derk, it hed beew determined thet cll Lru,_;.&. ever the cenel end
and the MEUSE (M:iS) Hiver hed been destroyed by the ememy. The 113th
Cevelry Croup screened the lince of the cancl, while recomnoizering FORT
EBEN BBl {VK{;!—;“‘é) and the sres lying between the crrel snd the river,
wtdl the 30th Infentry Division ceme wp on the alterncon of 10 September,
whon tne group disposad itsclf so us to cover the divisiont flenks,

Mechenized ceavelry's self-sufficiency wes well illustreied in this
operntion, It is also of intercst that although this was a reconnoise
sence mission, most of the resistance cncountered hed te ve fought and
defented in order to permit the 113th Cowvalry Group to cdvence and
accomplish its mission,
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A2Y CROVF - SECURITY

{(ippendix 6, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

(a) 4th Cavalry Group: Screening VIT Corps Rigkt Flan i Scuth of
AACHER, 16 Septemter - 2 October 1044

On 15 Scptember 1944, the 4th Cavalry Group,

om o of the 4th
and 24th Cavalry Reccnnaissance Syuadrons, with \hc 7

L

d

ros
50tk Lisht Tank
Bettaiicrn {less Company A}, the B/t* b*”0164 Fiels Jrtillery Settalien,
the 635th Tank Destroyer Batrelion (three inch, toved) and Cowpanies

A and C of the 297th Lngilneer {C) Ratialion atteched, wae given the
mission of screening the ripht, south flank of the VII Corps in ite
attack on the SIECFRILD LIVL near o.CHED (1K2343),

On 1G September, the g?ovw, vith scuadrons abreast,
as follows (seL skoteh):  the 24tk ¢ “'nl“j fteconna issancce
an onginecr p-ntccn attached, and-cne’light tank comgeny
port, was on the right. The 4th Cevelry Reconnsissance &
an enginecer company and & treadway hridec nent attac
the left., The 87ih armered Field Artillicry Zavialion as in
just vest of RULLINGEY (W¥S502), in direct suppert of toth squedrens,
Group heedcucarters and the remainder of the foree were in PUIGENRACH

(WK9201{-) B

The terrain south (*¥8342) vas hilly and dencely wooded,
The weather vas cold, with heswvr Jogs in the evening and in the
early hours of thoe morning, 4o cneny forvifications as well as ex-
tremely denac roeods made vebicular novement iW'T&CtiCaniﬁ 1 aroup
comrandsy dircctod thet bot® scuoirens 2ot cul appreasivcs mounted
patrcls, o “ho caat, .

o m o

Thene patrols encountered the cuter Iringes of the SIZCFRIITL LIKE
on the first day, They consisted of roed blocks, sitsd in ﬂaptn ~rd
in most cases "hoory-trepred" end covered by small arms five, lumcer-
ous enemy patrols were vorking in the surrounding woods, The cavalry
patrols vere accompanied by clements of tho ettached cngineers, which
removed the "bachy-traps' znd reduced the read loeks, after oo :
One compeny of lipht vsed fo pebrel toe resd hotieon
BACH (¥X9204) and KALTLH (WK3215). On 10 Seplember, the
sector was enlarged to o : of 22 to 15 miles, inclyding trne tovns
of KOFEN (VKO517) and ALZEN (FHSA15),

R

On 17 Septerber, the Lth Cavelry Docon ance Squedron ropulsco
an enemy counterattack, of ¢siimeted strongth of 100 infuntrymen, On
18 September, the 24th Cavalry Reconnrissence “uvadren alseo repulscd
an enemy countcrattack, of cstimeted strength of onr comparv of infan-
try. Cavairy patrols werc successful ir lecating enemy sive
pogitions, and & veluable i of enemy infermation was

Tre roving k P an importont rolz in do
entry througn the ge ine LA
the doception created through the cortinved movencnt

vehicles and the i 1terdictory fivcr leid devn by the
artillery nowitzers and tank destroyer gpung, criatod

greeter strength thon ectuclly existed, The fect thet, on 1
October, #n entive Corps (V Corps) commenced taking over the sector of
the 4th Cavalry Groun is felt to have bcen eloguent wpreof of the
magnitude of that unit's eccomplishment,
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CAVALLY GroUP - SESURITY

{iippendix 6, Feporl on tiechanizsd Cavalry)

(b) 1llth Cavalry Grouv:_ Protection of North Flank of XIII Corps
During Advance from RHING to ELBE, 2 - 15 Aoril 1945,

On 1 April 1945, the 1lth Cavalry Sroup, with
troyer Battalion attached, was in an assanbly area
FOAUT (Gi68A8), about fiftcen miles west of MUNST :
to XIil Cerps, the le of Ninbh Away, At tn.;: e,
Cavalry Group was ion of protecti {(nerth) flank

¥l (H

of XII1 Corps Irex A7Ll750, uost, and of contact
with Zocond British Arny on left, This mission was ted early
on 2 April; and in its sxecution, the 1lth Cavalry Group, un to 15 Apr
travellad agbout 225 riles,

Althougn the migsion of tha 1lth Cavelry Gr
its porforzance vecuired much ')1'1”6"""".-'& coibat.
sistance was siet in tho orth of MUSISTIR,
the DORTIUND-EMS CANAL, nor"':» of HAM
of tre LillZ ldver; but throwhout ur

“N2¢,
11tk Cavalry Sroup to Zight its way into thoe Lown

laintaining contact vith Sccond Sritisn Avky presontod swne probd-
lems. As far ¢ast as LAMNOVER, American and Eritish forccs vere in
closc proximity, witn crne and then tho other leading; and the task was
mainly ene of coerainabicn., For emample, just wesh ol EANMCY.IY, a
Britisn wnit came into = to n lrom the h the 1lth Cavalry Group
ant ored it frrw 1_ weenh, }L-‘ain, Just north of HANNOVE(, the routs

taken y turnad cus o bo the b rouse
vhich t»o a BZ‘j,tis‘:'l reconralissance unit, After HAN-

hcwwc“ British vlements turned north toward
qlm.‘:”ﬂ.g. gap, naasuring romoa few
as many 'i“..y m*Jw, aevaleped,  During \md pord '>rl contact.
the Britisnh wis maintained Ly nersonal visits of the aqw enocot
and mambery of ntie stafl and Ly an offlcer-radio liaison Leam,
liaison was rmaintained until the time when the group reaches tho ELBE
River.

NOVEE

Sooa ¢

(4]

nandoer

~is

49

Cas ; Group wag anpl O(A,x. tsoll

rons, ¥ Lanlc

abransy, seoter

arn sgu would copassing

castern adron, and fig:‘xt its ‘.my o oCCcuRy & west,
o

and this moviment sizs so timed au Lo insure uh L el the squadron
on its new line in Lime to protect the nerih flanik of the loading elen~
ents of the 84th Infantry Division, the left division of XIII Corps,

which was advancing east in & zone inmedietcly ts the scubh of tns ilth
Cavalry Group. Bach syuadror habitually empmye" throc task foreces or
teams, szach "cmpo sed of a c¢ivalry vecennalasance cuo, vith o

U G.

of light 1t puns and - of
Lrovers ¢ of warch of thusu tu?.ms) during the souads

i . "o ~E A
ron' s & cewor, wos alterrnated,

This opuration illustrated th:;
alry to covor open flanks and to ma
in fast-moving sitvations,

arked ability of mechanizod cav-
ntein contact with adjacent units
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b, (1) MECHARIZED CAVALRY FECOMNATISSANUE SQUARKON

Appendix b, Repert on Mechanized Cavalry)

2d Cavalry feconnaivsonce Squadren: Crossing of UOSJALLE River nnd

v
S
ure of WINCGBRINGET «5 Diversion Jor Attask o! XX Corns, 19 Pobriary

Or: 18 Febraavy, tho Zd Cavalry Group wiich, h
Task Forcs Heod, wns cwuﬂlng the west b'-nl' of the
HAUTS KONTZ (WU9795) to MénTad® (VLO923) (sev Aopen
was ordered to make 2 (.lo sing of he \(/JL:LLL E%iv;r

TINCHERING I (":LOSJ.B). Phe purpo o
diversion to assist the o-lum' ool

ture ) ot
Armors d Qwisj on by l\m,'{) oY' one
chemical = attachod

1o com-
radier Divi-—
rns wary

At this time, the crem
prised elements cf the I r Dl’lblon_, the 026 Voljts G
sion, and two fortress mochine gun battalions.  The divisd

crally facing south, opne s;n‘: the X Corps. .L.c.fc,ur, tg of
the 11 Panger Division i 3 { VIEsk tho
line fnemedintely around Lhz iacnine

Gun 2attaliorn, ons comp: cutpests
on the riv So

The battali

Ty .

anoone siest,

The town of WINCHARINGEN pinatad by hill
and south, and possession of th::sc hills \'ould ATSUNC capture of the
iny the

Srrive
R ¥

S liug \.'—

vered

town and assist in repclling counter-attacis,  Secrscy in
river and launching the 2 : ¥ ;*eilr'orc:r‘ur,l.s

cle before ona
was considerad essentiel, It was \IG sided nel Lo cross caposibo
INGEN but at BHMEN (¥L0212), one milc up the vivur, where nocd
approscines oxisted and whicre were good b

Rel jANe . i T
tery and ool viowers plenncd ddvary onocanl ;(‘t,:‘l of
two bat L lior y aveilable, Inm
were g m‘ in p') ition, o «'ivc direet '"1:‘;:
and chc chemics1l smoke gencrator company wWos eacrators so
as to be ablu to smoke the river and covaer "‘\.‘l'ivICJ‘\\.Y‘L. of the attack
and evacuation of woumded, Foats ware to hooms
assault forc: - tho Zd Crwval g
(lesz Tro@ps Coand o Py ouitn Conpany
Battolion attached.

WS L

L ! &

19

nes avarted ot ULD0 hours,
Leadine and, u; landin

The
toon ol
site. The remaindor of tho zttacking force followed, o
vias completed by 0330 hours., Complete suvprls\* had ooen nf
no enery resistance was encountered until Lhe movoament tounrds l
INGEN bcgan. Thon t he f‘orco reccived ul’l«"ll -arns, mortar aud art
¥ e ont 311 north of t"w
ho hills west and souzl of the
the towr captured. Pighti
R of the eneay Lo rellieve tho ’
i1llery concentrotions and direct thrze-ineh zun o, At

broken up t
atnack was laurcherd to clear the btowa,  AC aours,
! u»“j}OT‘tu"i the

1730 rours N
leading zlements of the 10tk & yoarrivaed and
assault; and by 19C0 hours, Lhe tewn had toon successfully

7

"Jt.\)‘)v i

crossing s
been solacd
thr ou.:iou'

- 10 -
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b, (2) MECHANIZED CAVALRY RACONNAISSANCE SCUADRON -~ DEFENSIVE

(Appendix 6, Report on Mechanized Cavalty) " |

38+h Cavalry Recornaiss
Against German Sttack, 16-17

ance Souadron: Defense of MONSCEAU Area
December 198k

On 1C November 1944, the 38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,
undor cortrol of the 102d Cavalry Group, took over dofense of a sector
of the V Corps front, facing the SIEGFRIED LINE, in viéinity of MONSCHAU
(WK9318). Tais sector was of particaular 1mwortance, since it guarded
the approach to the important notwork cf roads w1i~" ‘LJ to ZUFLEN
(WK7927) and LIEGE (WK472¢)., On 1 Decerber 1944, the squodron was dis-
posed with cavalry ILCOnnmiSSaKCL troaps abreast, in orﬂer, from rignt
to eft, C, B and ‘., Treop € wis reinforced by a section of the 3d Pla-
taon of Company F, wrile the 248 Plavoon of lompany T coveraed the 500
yard gap betwsen Troops C and B. Troop A was in contact

th the 102d
Cavalry Ilecornaissance Squadren, on the laft; and Company ¥, less de-
tachments, was in MONSCHAU. The squadron had in supoort, besides Troop
E, the 62d Field Artillery Battalion and two medium field artillery bat—
talions.

Early on 1& December, German irfantry shruck this poo;tlun, and
during that day and the next, ssven attacks were made, Thage attaoxu,
comprising the northern effort of the German W*ntcr cifensive,
except for the {ifth attack, broken up by defensive fircs. 4fter the
second eL*ﬁck the squadron commander asked | roup for reirforcements,
and Company 4 146tk énginesr (C) Battalion, and six machine gun crews
from the 185tl-Field jrti‘lory Battalion, wore sent forvard., Troops O
and B were eacnh reinforced with p14toor of enginegers, and tho enginser
company (less two platoons) wms p in sgquadron reserve on the hign
ground just west of MONSCHAU. 'the six machine gun crews were placed in
support of the tank platOun in the center. Therc was considerable ac-
tivity on both sides during the night, 16-17 Decambuer,

curs, 17 De‘amnrr a fifth attack, nﬁjch de betwaen
; “tvon¢ cm“; B on MUTZNICH EILL (sco sketeh), broke
throu'h he posivion, 2 froat of 200 yards, and overran three artil-
lery observation pcsts Lna squadron commander sent a platoon of engi-
neers and a section of lignt tanks to Troop B's support; and with these
units and 2d Platoon Troop 8, z counter-attack was launched and the
cnenpy driven from his forward nesitiorn,

During the halght of this action, the scuadron commindsr nad called
upon the greup conmander for additional reinforcoments; and at 1100
hours, Company A 47tn Armered Infantry Bafc" Lcn mnd ene platoer cf Com-
pary & 10Lh Tank Batbtalion were dispatched Lo b

squadron,  Upon arvival,
at acout 1200 hours, the infantry company was d

iracted Uo patrel {ho
woods in rezar of Troop Bls position and the tank platoon vas ordercd into
squadron ruserve, During this time, aboud twenty cnomy planes, one of
vihich was shot dewn, strafed the squadron's position. At 1700 hours,

the 47th Infantry Regiment of ths 9th Infantry Division closod into tho
arsa just west of MONSCHAU. The following morning, 18 Deccaber, this
regizent relieved the 38tk Cavalry Recommainsapce Squadron in that per-

tion of its scetor which was occupiced by Troep C.

The outstanding success of the 38ta.C
in defending its vital sector ¢g“i st ro
have boon mainly due te: excellent ovganization of the ground, including
very thierough laying of mines, installation cf warning dovices and ere
ticn of wirce, and very carceful eiting of weapons and utilizaticn of tor-
rain; well planncd and effcctive supporting {ircs; cxcellent communica-
tions; determination to hold the pesitien,

avalry Reconneissance Squadron

poa catoed caemy atlbacks is felt to
ni
io

- 11 -
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c, (1) MECHAENIZED CAVALRY RECOMNAISSaMNUE S3UL DRON,

APIORED DIVISTON -~ CFFENSIVE

(appendix 4, feport on Mecherived Cavalry;

87th Cavalry Heconnaissance Squadren: Attack againgd I EINEEUBRACHY,
12 April 1%L5,

Oon 11 april 1945, the 87th Cavalry feconnaissance Squadron, of
the 7th adrmored Division, then in the vj.cj.nitj' of LANDRECK ”"“19
was given the mission of capturing the towm of MEINKEMBRACIHT (!\,Eh%)
and of recenncitering the routes MEIN!

RENBRACHD (WG2LS8) - ERNDORY
(We2199) and IvLJJ\TKn\\'iRM HT (‘.'!02‘49“ -~ LINNGPE (2B2301). The atiack wos
part of the mopping up operation by the 7th Amsored Yivision in the
Ruhr pocket,

The squadron's plan called Jor Troops B, C, D, each with one pla-
toon Of Company F attached, to advance torough the weods dismounted and
assault the town, cach troop operating in the zoncs shewn on the sketch
and Troop T supporbting the attuck from the position indicated, The fi-
nal assault on the towvm was to be made from the south by Troop ¢, while
Troop D was to furnish sccurity on the east flank wnd taoke the nigh
grounc north of the town, fTroop B was Yo cut the wwproach route
from the west, take the high ground southwast of + join the
Troop C obtack on squadron corcer. The (34th anrered Field arsiliery
Battelion vias to be in direct support,

at 0600 hours, 12 april, the leading clements of tho troops moved
out and proceeded to the designated forward assemdoly area in t'w vicin-
ity of OBER SaLWeY (W0259L), wnere the reccmnaissan smounted
and prepared to go forward on foot, ‘.ccomp anied ty tarks. nodron
headquarters was sct up just e ) . » E went
into positiecn as shewn on g: ;
Combat Commnand 3 or a separa

Yo

’”"11:. the recenraissance Lroopy were pusiing thrcugh ’tx' ocds,
the L3Lth Armered l'ield artil £

sy Batialion and Troop £ {& artvillery
prepavations on the town., Troop B ran into very little resistonce and
had the least trouble with terrain; and it p.lsm.d rapidly ahexd of
Troops C and T, [aking advantiage of this fact, tie squadron comnander
ordered Troop B into the town ahead of Troop C, and this mancuver wos
acconpllshuu. with little loss to the at’ t, acking forees, ’I“ne speed of
the attock r"sultp:l in the capture of 581 prisonurs and the complato
collapsa of the defenses of town, ‘Treop © then uproccedad rapldl
threugh the ‘bo.\n and pushed rcconnaissance To ERINCIE (WoP1S9) and
LINNEPE (¥ B23ul); finding then unoceu by the unemy. Troop C ond

D continucd to advance to thuir zones and assenblud ;

This [*.ctlon illustrates = rapid and succuss-ul assault,
by mechanized cavelry, sgainst a defended towm, i ance of
Troop B was promptly cxolo ited to cccomplish the Sf}ud“a' 's mission,
and it also roduced the enemy'!s pressurm: on Troop § wil D, thereby de-
creasing the number of casualtivs which might have heen suffered in
those troops.

- 12 -
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c., 12) WIHANIZED CAVALRY [EOQHY

AISSANCE

SCUADRCN, ARMORID DIVISION - DEFENSIVE

{Apvondix 4, Report en Mechanized Cavalry)

gath Cavalry Reconpalissance Sgundron: I;‘»cl.ﬁ"m Acetlon, by Trocos
A, B, 0 'nd B, BEFCRT Area, 16 - 25 Decomber 1944,

AL the outh Gornan counter-of fensive, 15 Doecambeor 1904,
the 89th Crvalry vissance Squadron was in vicinity of BISSEN
(VP793%), Thu squadron commender was ordered to move Troops 4, B, C
and E (-) to L"we HWALLER (YP9534) - CHRISTNACH (VP9433) aroe, dthout
delay, lhosc rogps upon arrivel, were te be att-ched to Combat Com-
mand A, whosc mission was to defond the BSRORT (VP9G38) arva

A wis avtachod to bne GOR
the misslion of outposting

o the missicn of outpostiy
During the right 16-17 Decend.
of the O0tn Armoroed Inf:

Trane &
Tresy

Upen 'wnvn ?.t, ‘.AL
Iniantry "&‘*L\.
(VP9632),
(vP9r3L) and wm
filtrated into b
1000 hours : }
drove thas from the high ground north of B3I
manding Officer, Troop A, reccived orders
sible ~nd to cover the withdrawel of the
which withdreu du ng, the nignt 17-18 Decenber to positlons shc‘. noon
skeveh, aortnenst of FRMEDORE (VFS137). By ;LUO rours, 15
Troop » hnad, uncer (‘om,l'mou‘ heowy pressure from ths c.wr:xy; sampleted
its withdrawal te WALDRITLIG (VE9S34),

LLIS
the aneny in-
21ion: nnd At

CHRISTRACH and

nourg, 19

night :
to nove to MULL vlv'”“'ﬁﬂ At 1230 hours, 17 Tecw
orderad to attick N L,. Reinforc.d by four terk destroyers,
B attackoed 2t 1330 hours, uwcountorlng determined enuny resistance whi ‘ ch
stopped the attack, Troop B uns thin ordered to withdray and organize

defensive positions on the high eround covering nppreaches to WALDBILLIG

(VPg534),

(4 HALLER (VP9536) nt 0730 heurs, 17 Docambor,
¢ dismounted in a northwestorly dircction bo
]3\)v nours, 17 Doccnber, with onc plaboon cof Bat-
tery 3 hddd nosupnory, Troop © advanced te lhe : .
on bz'w'\Cfl; put concinuing wreny oressure forced Troop © to wnitndraw Lo
the vicinity of HALLER., at 1323\) nours, 18 Decanber, Trch ¢ was ordered
to move to SATELBCRN (VF9335) Lo defend the high gro m alonp the north-
south read in that vicinity. At 0400 hours, 18 Duca Coorgan-
ized the defensive position with thres platcons in cry L L82d
AAA B&‘mlion covueraed area on the south Tlanw of 1 Treop A
rema in "ALDBIILIG; and at 1330 bours, 18 lJecumber, s ordered to
mova Lu DEREACH (VPG13 : .‘L rec Cmigsion of-
estubliskx b v vicinity SRLSELTT

Ouy (Vrs3z9e 2), L‘I\_‘C; and € ma z:mn""
defcnqlvc nos iocontipneu Lts pabtrolling, vhrough 21
Decenber.

Trocp
g ordored t

SEFORT,

iiavely,

On 21 Decambor, a tasi force of the 10th ammored Divisicon attacked
and sccured positions west of EFPELDORF (VP9339), as shoin on sketch,
Troop A was ordersd, on 22 Decumber, to reintain active patirolling bo-
tween the task force of the 10th Armored Division and the strong noints
estaplishad to the south {sew skoich), {411 troops ceruvinued in the
positions until 26 Decurber, wher Troops A, B and ¢ weru withdrawn to a
rest ares,

- 13
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co (3) CHANIZZD CAVALRY RECONNA JSSANCE SQUADRCN,

ARNCRED DIVISION - RECONMA ISSANCE

(Appendix &, Report on Mechenized Cavelry)

92d Cavalry Reconnmissance Squadren: KReconreisgsance for 12th
Armored Division, NEUSZADYT Ares, 8 - 16 April 154G,

On 8 April 1945, the 9r.d Cavalry Reccnnalssance &quadron, thon genw-
erally south of WURYBURG (®W§5835), recéived orders te irnitiamte recomnaise
sance from its essembly pesitiocn east in direction of HEUSYADT (WOO713).
Two platoons cf medium tanks were attached Yo the squadron end ore secc-
tion, each, was etteched to Troops A, B, C and U, Ore light tanx pla-
toon, each, of Company F was attached to Troops &, C ard [, fThe 3424
Armored Field Artillery Batilalion was atusched to the gcusdéron, The
division mission at this %time was tc continue the stueck to the scuth-
east,

At 17

GO hours on 8 April 1945, the squadrou moved cut, Troops A, C
ané D moving as indicated on sketch, Trcop I was in squedron resc /L‘
and Troop E and 342¢ Armered Field Artiliery, initielly ot ‘.’JIL,LL.?-JL’rUSII/i
(WnB023), prepared to give suprorzing fire, The troops advanced initie
ally against light resistanse; dbut by 1BCC hours they had encountered a
strong enemy line running generelly from POSSENHELM (”N‘)M) ~ DORNHLIN
(WNBT20) ~ NENZEREIM (WN8418), At dark, Troops 4, C end D were all in
enemy contact just west of this line.

Cn 9 April, the 52d Cavelry Reconnaissance Squadron maintained its
contect while it ebserved end probed the cnemy's positienes to determine
his strength and dispositicns, On 10 April, the squadren received orders
to continue its frentel pressure on hostile positions in cenfunction
with an ettock cf Combat Commenrd B or the north, snd to be pregpared to
pass threough the gaps developed by this attack. On 11 April, Troop A
madc physical contaot with Task Force Norton of Combat. Commend DB at
ZIEGENBACH (WyB$26). The squedron mainteined its pressure on hostile
positions through 12 April, and that afternoon the troops were able
to sdvance. Howsver, prior to derkness all troops met heavy anewy
small arms snd bazooka' fire, erxd & line of contact was estoblished as
shown on sketch, The sguedron wlso kept corntuctl with Cembet Command
D on the north wnd the 116vh Cavelry Heconnoissence Squadren on the
south.

Cn 13 April, the trocps advenced agin end at derxness Troop C
was in ccntact with the enemy st ALIHsIN {WOOL110), Troop D at IPSHEDM
(Ww9807), Troop B at OBzk NESS:LEACH (WCO013), while the vemainder of
the squadron moved to KUDISBRONN (WK9511), Becsuse of the rcad net,
the advance on this day wes made on only two roads, Troop O being fol-
lowed by Treop B, end Trecop D by Troop A. On 14 April, the squedron
prepared to continuc its edvance to the wsest,

On 15 April, Trocp D, fellowsd by Troep &, moved out on the route
shown, encountering light cupo by the night of 15 A Troop
D hed peneltrated the enemy pesiticn te NLL SELINGSBACE (a01000), and the
sqguedron commsnd post hed moved to LIKDEN (WCOG04), Ir the meantime,
Troop & edvanced sgeinst RRURCF (WT119G); and by 1700 hours on 16 april,
it had secured the town, in conjunction with Troop C moving in from the

GST

north. Mcenwhile, Trocp D remasined in position at NBU SLLINGSHACH,

<t 2

The squedron had thus accomplished its mission of reconraissexnce in
force to the southeast, hoving pushed ageinst oriffering enemy regis-
tance a distsnce of 30 miles,

- 14 -
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Ce <4 ) VECIY.N1ZD CA Ve LKY RECONNA[SSAKCE SQUADRCY

ARMORED DIVISION ~ SECUNITY

(i-ppendix 6, XKuport on Mechanized Cavelry)

86th Cavalry Roconnaissance Squsdron: Screcning of 6th Armorecd
Division, near MUERLHLUSEN, T« 12 Lpril 1545,

on 4 ipril 1945, the 36th Cevalry Recomneissencc Squedrorn of the
6th prmored Divisicn wes given the mission of screening elong « line
northeast of MURHLL Usm. (WE90Y4), extending from HOHRN {RD140SY,
through GROSS BRUACHTRR (RDC308) and KRile (RC9403), <o HUEPST:DT
(LcScQ)?) at this t~ , Tec conbet comends of the 6th rroored Divie
sion wer€ in £ssembly Brees ir vicinity of I wUsmi [LH$024) wnd
LLNGENS. L. (7iJ0363 ) while the third combat comannd haé been conmitted
to the north and west, to wipe out en ceunomy pocket., First firmy had not
yet come up Lbremst of Trird .Army. The screening position wes on the
extrome left flank of Third Joney

The squecron commender divided hic scouricy line inzo g
asctors, n'\d tc coch scctor he vssigned o cuvalry roconwsissance o
reinforec plateen of 1igp touks erd onc platoon of assenl
rcops meved out et 0200 hours,
ELH , Une trecp edvenced on RKRULL, o
and oue on EBLLLBEN (RDCGCE). The sguwedron, less thi throe reinforced
troops, followed the routu of the troop merching on GHOSS BRUECHTER.

Encmy resistancu during the movemeant wes light, consisting mostly
of small arms firc. ALl towns were clenred by 2000 hours with rinimum
loss to tho sguzdron, The sguadron commend post woa locoted ot URBLCE
{RCS901). By 100C hours, € April, road blocks had buon usteblished on
cll main routes leeding south toward MULhLE-USEM, FRFURT (7J3270) ond
GRIMGR (WJS271), ané potrols wore operuwting over unimproved rouds hie
twosn thuso roeds.

During the ensuing wook, the screen was constantly crebed by the
wnemy secking to go south out of NORDhmUSsN (RD1227), in the direction
of ERFURT end WhIM-.R, Qeversl concentreoted stiscks were mode bty the
cnimy, but wll were successfully repulsed, slthough ot without loss
to thye squedron, This sorcen wre nrinteoinad wntil cortest wes
ceteblished with clements of the First . , atv 1830 hours, 12 !«_:)1‘1l
1945, in tne vicinity of NORDHLUSLE. Tt wes leter ] as
result of the wstebliskwent and meintenunce cf t*'s screcn, the cnemy
wag rorced 1o omove oust rathor then south, s i L8 origingl
intenzien,

- 15 -
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d. (1) MECHANIZED CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE TRCOP,

DNFANTRY DIVISION -— OFFENSIVE

(Appendix 6, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

1C0Lth Cavalry Recomnmalssonce Treop:  Atuack from BORGENTRIICH Arez za
TESER tiver in advance ol 13LTh Infaniry L‘l‘llSlC. , 7 sorel Y5,

on 4 aprii 1945, the iCLth Cavalry Recornaissance {roop, Mechan-
ized, of the 10Lth Infantry Uivision, with one platocn of infantry ard
the assault Cun Platoon of the 7’50t‘n Tank Battalion sttached, moved
from PADBERG (RB7212), Germany, to HOTTHED: (RBB233). On 5 and & April,
this force, known as "Pask Force I,umdoq”, moved through BLal KA NADTE
(RBB227) and BORGENTREICH (:00532), protecuing the division left flack.

[TESAN

aredd the towns of ABRDEN (RC10E
‘ ; {(w1s28). it the 7
"nt,h one plaLoun mownk, Mlm» Route 2 ard capturing SCHOWERE

and EDERSCHUTZ (RCL228). The 2¢ Platcon moved north {ros HB4: md
captured STAMMEN (301931), This platoon then proceeded slong Route 1
and cajtured FRIEDRICHSFELD (rt’“&O’?) turned north azain on Corn Phase
Line and captured GOTTSEUREN (RCZ233). The lst Platoon moved alorg
Route 1 to the west end of JESE L'»"’EP_DER ("‘2(335) where it found the
bridge over the WESER River blown, reaching that point at 1505 hours,
By 1700 kours, the final objective on the UESER River had been reached
by all platoons. On the folleowirg day, the troop commanced a new
mission of wrevecting the division left flank.

= a2l cavalry

This operaticn demonstrated the zbility ol o machanive
reconnalssancs troop, fi.g}uu‘g o & Mightly d i

anded front, to oper-
ate withi speed in advonco of regimental combat toaws, capliring suc-
cessive key positions and making it possible for +the bulk of the di-
vision to advance without logs of time,

- 16 -
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a, (2) MECHANIZED CAVALRY NMECONNAISSANCE TRCOP,
TNFANTRY DIVISION = RECONNATOSANCE

(Appendix 6, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

80th Cavalry Reconnalssance Troop: Reconnsissance during Advance
of BOth Infantry Division to KA3SSEL, 1 ~ 3 fpril 1945,

Lt 1400 hours on 1 dpril 1945, two tosk forces of Combat Command
Wity 6th Lrmored Division, were halted by corps order six miles south
of KiSSEL (RCZ004LY, its mission of seizing KASSEL having been changed,
By 1700 nours, the 318tk Fegimontzl Uombal Teem of the 80th Infantry
Division pessad through and relicved the combat command of the 6th Are
mored Division in its zone, The 80th Infantry Division was disposed
with regimental combat teams abreast, in order, from cast to west, 319th,
318th and 317th, The 9th irmored Division, wader First Army, ves opera-

ting in the 2one to the west of the 80th Division.

Cn the morning of 1 fApril 1943, the 80th Cavilry lzconneissance
Troop of the 3Cth Division, assenbled in the vicinity of FALKENBLRG
{RH1575), vas assigned tho n en of reconnoitnring in the division
zone and maint T with elements of the First Army on the
divisioents left

3 In the pu nee of this micsion, the Tirst
platoon reached FRITZL:R (RHO883), whers 1t nade contact with ths 27th
Armored Infantry Bettalion of the 9tn jArmored Division, the 1029 Cav-
alry Group and the 2d Renger Bettalion, all clements of the First drmy,
The platoon proceeded through HADDAMAR (MHO785), LOENE (REG788),
MERZHAUSEN (REO793}, and then northeast to NIEDENSTHIN (RH1094). In
the meantime, the third platoon fellowed the fask fores of the &th ir-
mored Division vis WAMERN (R21379), ZEMUERN (IH1080), WEMKEL (RH1085),
WEHREN (REOGET), KI RG (RED990), and BERIGEIS (HM1294), Yo opposi=-
tion vag met by elther platoon opul 15 PP''s were taken during the day.

As for the 26 FPlateon, it romained in iroop rescrve,

Cn 2 April, the division met st <irts
of KiSSEL (RCR0Q4L). This inereased resistance felt ty the lst end
3d Platoons &s they continued north, and sporadic enti-tenk end small
arms,fire was recoived enroute, However, the lst Platoon reached IETTRA
(RCO40R) and the 3@ Platoon renched BRETTENBICH (RHOT99), without Qif-
ficulty, Dur nie cperstion 15 prisconers ere captured, an® tvo ene-
my trucks and 88 puns destroyed, Contect was maintained with the
on and the 1CR¢ Cavalry Croun; and contect
egtablishad with ihe 273¢ Infantry iegl
ipril, the 80th Cave Roconnaisserce Troop porformed the missicen of
reconnoitering the zone of advence of the 317th Regimental Combel Teenm
to ZHLEK (PC1OCL), Later that dey, the troop was relieved by thc 3d
Cavalry Recennnissance Sguadren (Mecz) and was attached {0 the 319th
Regimental Combat Team, The troop vwas then given the misaion of
reconnoitering the divisien's right flonk south of KaSSEL (RC2C04),

ful

This operation 1llustrates a tyoical sssisument for a cavalry
reconnalssaonce troop of an 1 t igion-~reconnaissance, with
sceurity also provided, En stance was ligh% and scaticred, nat
was abeut the maximum which could be encceasfully enzaged hile main-
taining required speed,
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APPENDIX 7,

(Repart on lechanized Cavalry)

FRPORT OF HEAD UARTERE FINRST U.S.
ARKY QX MECHANIZSD CAVALRY OPIRATICNS

VIAST US ARLY RREPOAT CF GrZRallONs

1 August 1944, ~ Z2 February 1945
Arnex No. 5

Armored Section Report

S
B

o

3¢ ks ¥ ot

SECTION . RoD OPARATICKS

Ao MECHAMIZ D SAVAIEY OPERATIONS

Campaigns in Western Furope proved the doctrine of
Wsrieaking and peeping" by reconraissance units to be unsound, Cavalry
units had to fight to obtain information. Organization and equipment
of mechanized cavalry based solely on requirements for reccnnaissance
missions was proved to be egually unzound. Both cavalry groups and
squadrons were handicapped in the performance of their assigned mis-
sions because of lack of organic strength and firepower.

wechanized cavalry acconplished the follewing as-
signed missions over the pericd covered by this repori:

L. Dismounied atiack of an lawpovtant terrain fea-
ture,

2, Dismownted abtacik in a zone,

3, Seizing and nelding a bown or communications
centar,

4, Counter-resonnaissance, scrzening and blocking,

5. Filling a gap and mainvaining contact between
divisicn, corps, and armiss,

6, Pursuit.
7. Covering force and rear guard.
2, Defense of wide sectors of the Slegfried Line.

9, Reccnnaissance iu force,

ratroliing and mepping-up of an area,

. 11. Reccnnaissance of routes and bridges -including
selzure and holding them,

12, Offensive cpreraticn in the enemy rear area.

Reinforcement of cavelry unibs with mclorized in-
fantry, tenk destreyers, astillery, engineers and tanks mas reguired
for accomplishment of most combat missions, Sueh attachment permitted
units to brush aside enemy resistance and push rapidly forward into
enemy reer areas. Cavalry scguadrons were the basic theotical un
Vigorcus patrolling of enemy positions oonvinced the enesy that our

APPENDIX 7
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positions were helc‘ ir force, The fact trat an entire corps was used
to relieve one cavalry group at the Siegfried Line emphasizes the con~
tribution by cavalry on combat missions,

Assault gun troops were generally used in batbtery
for indirect fire support and when artillery was available this wunit
mas »lacad under tne Artillery Cosmmander fer cocrdinaticn of harassing
and interdictery firves

ced made possible quicl reducnhlon
rom the rear and by surprise.

Communication often was the key te success in meving
rapidly, ceoncentrating where resistance was weaiest, hy-passing heavy
resistances, penetrating into rear area .Lﬂ.ut«&l..dtl')nu) cutting off
routes of enemy withdrawal, preventing denolitisn of bridges, and
closc coordinaticn and cooveration with f;g ter bomoer cover in roduc-
tion of stirong-peints, neucralization of eneny armor, znd scatiburing
enemy units forming for counterattacii, On 31 August %A wien the
VII Corps charged direction to the north, the uth Caval r Groun filled
the gap between First U,S. srmy and Third U.u. Army, anced on A
wide froot, captured Mezisves, estabiisned 2 tridgab ver the Mouse
River and saved a full infanvry division to the corps fo tht. decisive
battle in the vieidity of Lons.

a
i

@

During the German counteroffensive, the lith Cavalry
Group fought a successful rsarguard action covering *he sneny sslicnt
until the 7th Armored Divisicrn could be moved to that sector.

e need was domonstratsd for the rifle
ation and combat althcuzh thero was no re-
ounting him. Cavalry rotaired itz tactical
importance and usz, -:.nd the fact vhat hersos were not required as a
means of obtaining mebility and specd did rot eliminate the necessity
for troops to verform the cavalry mission, Lack of stirength and fire-
powar for combat necessitated battleficld improvisation,

Tha flexibi] ity visualized in the group crpanization

was not reguired; and the elimination of the regimmnt removoed Lhose
elements of unity, osprit-de-corps, .’.lf:ud!‘}' and morale which concarn

the preponderant part of the saldicr's 1ife, the importance of which
cannot be minimized sﬂd vhich makes for the close assceiniien ard
cooparatvion regulred of cavalry on whe battlefisld,

+* 2 B * 2% E i i

1, dechanized cavalry must be crganized and oguipped
for combat and must fight to gain information,

Flexibility visvalized in the group organization

2,
was not reguired,

for cavalwy units

3. wechanizod cavalry .aust be capable of accomplisn-
ing all cavalry missicns in dticn to perferming roconnaissance,




/PPENDIX 8

{Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

MISCELLANECUS CPINIONS AiND INFORMATION CONCERNING

CHARACTERISTICS OF MECHANIZED CAVALRY

(NOTES ~ Opinions pertaining to characteristics arc also contained

ine

Appendix 10, General Mission, etc (Senior Cfficers),

4ppendix 11, General Mission, ete (Mechanized Cavalry Commanders).

Appendix 15, Organization and Zquipment (Sonior Officers).

Appendix 16, Organimation and Squipment {Mechanized Cavalry Com-
manders ).

Information pertaining te sharacteristics is alsc con-

tained in: Appendix 6, Combat Examples,
Appendix 7, Report of Headquarters, First frmy, on Mechanized Cav-
alry Operaticns.)

a. Mobility

(1)

(2)

The following isg an example illustrating the superior
mounsed mobility of mechanized cavalry, on roads:

On 20 April 1945, the 115th Covalry Group (less 104th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron) woe relieved from attach-
ment to the 65th Infantry Division nsar ST NAZATRE (VN5662),
France, wiere it had bheea holding a defenslve sector since
12 Merch, and was alertad for movement to Germany, On 21
A4pril, the march begon, and on 25 Aprll, the dostination,
GEISLINGIN (WSSSOA), wns reached, and the group bseome
attached to VI Corps, On 26 April, the 115th Cavelry
Group commenced 4-pission of aggressive reconnaissonce
under the 103d Infantry Division, Thus in the space of
six days, this mechonized cnvalry unit relingquished n de-
fensive sector in northwestern France, marchsd cpproxi-
mately 950 miles, and commenced 2 recannaisshnce mission
in southwestem: Germany, The traeked vehicles of the
group made the trip by rail,

The following exrmple illustrates the unsuitibillity of
heavy vehicles for servicc with mechonized cavalry units
in fast moving situstions,

Barly on 1 Soptember 1944, the 113th Covelyy Group
crossed the OISE River at ‘BEAUMONT (V80375), and at about
midday, 1t commenced a two day 150 mile acvance generelly
nerth and northeast, providing security for the 30th and
79ta Infantry Divisionss Reinforcing the groun were Com-
pany B 803d Tan¢ Destroyer Bettalion and Company B 82d
Enginser Battallon, of which a platcon was atbached to
each squadron,

Resistance on bthe firat day of the operation was very
1light and so the speed of the advance was 20 and even 25
riles per hour for long pericds. The tark destroyer com-
pany wag esquipped with MIO tank destroyers, and these ve-
hicles soon showed themselves unable to stand the pace,
Instead, they gradually dropped oub or fell back, and they
did not reach the Belgian border until 3 or L September.
As a result, the group was required to perform this

1. APFENDTY €



important security mission withcut tenk destroycr support,

OCmu mortar 27
Cel. 50 mg 25 )
Cel. 30 mg 122 2

(1) The following is a zabulution of the fivs power of the
mechenized cavalry reconneissance squédron erd ire infan-
try bettelion:

Nesnon Cavalry Squsdron infantry Bottalieon
7omm g 17 C
75mm newitzor o Q
Slmm o gun ¢ 3
3I7mm g 37 G
8imm 0 &
9
G
2

Cel. W30 BAM 0 45

cal, J3C rifle 126 [ores

Cal. .3V carbins 394 249
[21 Tne following principul polnts wre revenled:

{2} The cevalry squadron hes merked superiority in most
supporting woepons wnd in machine guns.

The infentry bettelicn has merked advantege in BARSs
and in rifles,

{3) It con bo deduced thut in o dismounted firht, when
weapors htve to bu transportad long dislinces by hond, the
infupvry hetislion, haviung more of such we
€s81ly wrunsportable, con develop Freoteor
ticulerly es the cavelry squadron nmust nerm

gbout 25 perecent of its {ighting strength with the vehi-

cles bs drivers, However, when condilions are [virly
fluid end fignting can be done from vehicles or atv short

distances from then, the cavelry squedron can yulckly
dovelop o fire power ot least 200 porcent greeter un

the infantry cetialien, althougr having only 72 percent
of whe infentry bettelion's sirength in persen

vy and Flaexieolizy,

the following are some examples of tesk forces wnich were built
around mechanized covelry groups end commanded by mechanized cavelry
group commencers (see alse Appendix 6):

Tasl Force Folit {Deronsc af MOSHLLE River Ling, October 1644)

MNocz 807th

3¢ 135th
43d ¢ I hegr du (Fr;
lst : 2 Regt de (Fr)

Hy & nq Bery, 40th B& Gp Div Bn {Ir)
689th Fa BEn [15%5mm how) Bn Freddy (Fr)
241st F& B {105mm row)

(%)



Task Foree Pickett (Offensive, from KOBLENI (VLSS
STVRKFURT TulT7707 - GIZ5eBY (webb23) svtobehn, Mu
HG & Hg Tr, Oth Cav Gp, Neo?  253d AFA Bn
_6th Cev Ren Sq, Mecz Co 5 808tk 7D Bn
28th Cav Ren Sg, Mecz Co ¢ 8C8tk 7D Bn

Co K 304th Inf Rest Co & 44th Engr (C) 3n
Co L 304tk Inf hegt Co ¢ 293¢ Engr (C) Bn

d. iengy
Tae following is an oxample iilustrative of tho ability of
mecnanized cavalry to operate in cnemy territory,

On 29 April 1945, tho 125tk Cavalry BReconnaissance Squadron

{less Troop B) under control of the 113th Cavalry Group, struck east and
southeast into cnemy toerritory #rom the 83d Infantry Division's bLiidge-
head acrcss the ELBE River at ZERBST (RDO883), with mission of establish-
ing contact with Russian forces, reported te be advancing from the east.
For two days, tne squadron feught its way towards the Russian 1i and
in the afterncon of 30 April, aftor naving captured 5000 Jerman prisonsrs
and inflicted mumerous addivlonal casvalties against the oremy, it esta-
blished the reguired contact, the fivst for Winth Army, at APQLLENSDORF
(RE3174), more than 25 miles oeyond leading elements of the 83d Infantry
LCivision,

05
el

m

e. Fighting Ability

The following comparison of the asualty rales of mechanized
cavalry and two of the other ground arms rav ere reason for
staying power demorstratod by mechanized cavalry in conbal, The tabu-
lation presented is baszd vpon the experience divi-
siong, thr armorad divisions and three mechanized cavalry grouns {with
two atteched mechanized cavelry rocon n) I

nadrons
arrived on the European cornt

wnt at aporoximatoly the sane

Infantry Armored Cavalry
Divisions Divisions Groups
Average days on continent 307 312 301,
Percentage of combat days 80% 3% 35%
Average combat loss per 1000 nen 105 58 3t
_ per 30 day month
Average non-corbat less per 1000 70 47 15
men per 30 day nenth
Total losses por 1000 men ger 175 25 52

30 day month

NOTE: Figures fer non-combat lossos wore available for only one
of the three cavaley groups.,

by this tatulaviaon is thay, while

more constantly ohan wore
e

(1) The main point roveal
the cavalry wivs wel

engi

the infantry and armorcd unj their averare rate of less
was far Less than that of the others.

(2) svudy of combat interviews and conversation with combat-
egxperienced mechanizod cavalry leaders point to the follow-
ing reasons for this difference:

(a) The mere fluid and disporsed type of warfare ir wnich
the mechanized cavalrymen often engages, and the pro-
tection which ne receives from his vehicle, male him
less velrerable to combdat less.



T

zed cavalryman's vo nicle, from wrich
dom far or lenp romoved,
nd added nezeessities, su
ad fient, which rendercd nim less liable
ot Lcss.

(e} The Lawer vatas of

izad cavalry,

and trmored force, resulbed in o preetler avails

bilgty of trained leaders, in 2ll griaéc, vhes.
experticnce reduced combat lossos qnd shose con~
stant supervision of living conditions, rorale

and esorit reduced non-batile leosscs

atirition in the
i ¢ infantrw
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{Report on kechanized Cavairy)

SULIARY OF QP IX
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dropned from the
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=3

In order to enable
mecz orvalry to ner-

form iis coabat role VES 17 12 12 26, 67
with full faeility

and effectivencss, is !

it essential that

changes in its organ- | NO 2 & 0 G 0
ization wod equipment
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Should the mece cav- i
alry regt be assigned | YI5 5 5

assig
orgarically tc corps
instead of being at-
tached?

=
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APPENLIX 10

i

{(Renort orn Mechanized Cavelry)

‘?"»

XAMPLI: OF OPINTCH: OF wielQ OFFICLiw. COMCLE, GErd st I LiTnhT0N,

TACGTIOAL DCCTRINE 2D To 0D TUTURE )L OF

UHITS

(NOTE - Sourcrs are lciters addressed te Chicf of Armored Scotion,

The General Roard, in replr to rcquests for opinions, tnless otherwise
statcd. )

a. Arnmy Commonder

Lt Oen ¥, H 8

mpson, US CG, Minth army

"The gener-l mission of mochanized covelyy is reeonnalssined,
and 1t iz gonernlly ~rrecd th this 131 re ite fuiture role , . .
In ~éfitien to its primcry mission of recornnissonce, mech nized
e 2lry must be capable of performing sccondery s such
25 flenk protection, sercening, ond pursuvit as mell as typical
offensive ~né defensive combat,™

believe that it vouled be tneconcaicnl to nsgipgn mechrnized
covolry gmup" and sguadrons ﬁr""nl'*"lly to the corns,
shovld rrmy control

b, Corns Comp

ros

(1) Maj Gen John Fillikin, Und, CG,

L. chanized cavelry should cerse te

sanee foree only, It ehovld veturn to the fZ""‘.(.L
role of o ligrnt, hiphly rmokile, combnt force,"

(2) Moj Gn & A, Ven floct,

shouvld e organri-

ffechenizer eovalry ropiments (
I to corpr (one Lo etch) rither then, as -1 present,

eally sssign
to armies, [Lzeh corps vith which I op fomilicr l'l'vs hodt a
group ~ttoched to it Such o light, hiphly wobile 11 ormed

combnt force was invelvoble, Often the wiseion Qld not juetiry
the vge of ¢ division; thevefore by using the crw'ﬂT'y grovny I
wos chle to preserve tho integrity of div tothe sorme
time better verform the n,  Sines the no Leesltv Tor such

mit to ecch corps ig conecded, 1t would cppear that by hoving
it rssipncd, pother thon cetoched, combet efficlency would be
increceed,”

n

(3) Mci Cen 5. Leroy Irin, USh, ©G, XI1I Scrps

"In the ETQ, cevalry vas most succcasful in corbat, roth
off‘ons:.we and dcfcnsivm It is par r well pted to the
ective A¢fense of 7 r Jings and similcr ural okstacles. On
the offensive, proper tetion of iils Firc pover often en-
relatin 'm\' rificari relry urnit te achicve sur-
resulte,

cul

wooe H, N

ipa U, 00, XY _Sorpe

Extroet from lettor; Heacovarters Scventr drmy, 15 June 1945,
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to Supreme Commender, Allied Expeditiocnary Forces, subject: “Reorganis
zation of Mechanized Cawvalry Units!: ’ » BrRJeey THeorRAR

"This type orgenization (mechanized c-valry group) has proven
itself to be invalueble to z corps commender, It hes speed,
communications, anc corbat value which heve enabled it o perform
all types of missions, Contrary to previous War Dep:zriment
doctrine, this orgenization through necessity engaged in combat
missions to & much greater degree than on purely reconns issance
misgions, and has proven the efficacy of a smell, well-trsined,
vell~sguipped combat vnit. Its major deficiency is in leck of
adegunte rifle strength to balance its mounted wnits. ., . ., . .
Iii bisﬁ Treconnaissance has been performed by means of the
sttack,

(5) Lt Gen Walton H. Walker, USA, CG, XX Corps

"Generclly e recomneissance role, used for fighting recon-
neigeence to flanks or front when an armored &ilvision ig not in
the lead,m

e, Division Commanders

(1) Mo Gen I. D, White, USH, (G, 24 Armd Biv

Extrect from letter, Headguerters, the Cavelry School, 3 Nov
1945, to chief of mechanizmed cavelry subsection, Armored Section, The
Genersl Board:

", . . . There shouvld be no limitations placed on the type
of mission given the.cevalry nechanized wnit, We should . .
teach that sgoressive action generally recuiring combat is the
beat way to obtain information of the enemy."

(2) Mgi Gen John W, Leonaxd, USA, CG, 9th Armd. Div

N, ., These wnits (mechanized cavalry) should be organized,
eouipper? and tralned to perform reconnaissance, security end
combal missions for the wait to which they are assigned or attached.
T believe that in the ET0 situations where mechanized caxelry
mite were used purely for recommaissence alone Wereé rare. Gen~
grelly, they werc used on rigziong involving combat znd hed to
be strongly rcinforced, . . . "

9T helleve there should be o definite close tie-up betwreen
the mechanized cawalry groups #nd the armored glements . . . .
Coordination of effort in treining end training doctrines, devel-
ommont, of ccuirment and - eapons, interchance of iccag and infor-
mation world he more simnle and hetter controlled wnder rne head.”

(3} Mei Gen W, M, Roberigon, US4, 0G, 24 Inf Div

"Study of the operations in Furope will lead to the con-
vietion that armor must, to be successful, be employed with in-
creasingly large amounts of infentry, and conversely, t@at Fhe
infentry division, to be succcssful, must be employed w1thxln-
creasingly lerpe smounts of armor, If this be t?ue, then the
cavalry must nrovide +he mobility on the‘battlcfleld recuired
for operstions of pursuit and exploitation,”



APPENDIY 11
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

EXAMPLES OF OPINIONS OF OFFICERS WHO COMMANDED MECHANIZED GAVALRY UNITS

I8 CUiBAT CONCERNING THE OENIRAL MISSION, TAMTICAL DOCTRINE AND TECHNI-

QUI, AWD FUTURE ROLE OF MECHANIZED CAVALRY.

(MOTH: Sources are answers to questionnaires, unless obhorwise stated.)

a., Mechanized Cavalry iroup Commanders.

(1) Col James H. Pollk, Cav . €0, 3d Cav gp, Mecz

"FM 2-15 must bo entirely rewritten based on the following

asswnpbtions: Horse cavalry is strictly a special purpose unit . -,

.5 mechanized cavalry has assumed the traditional role of cavalry
excupt in the concept of its use in mass, and it has become the
light, fast, hard hitting unit of the corps —- o complemont to the
infantry division and the arwored division; mechanized cavalry -
may be groupcd into brigades or divisions for spocial operations;
mechanized cavalry is ideally suited ho the task force primciple
-~ by supplementing its repgiments by the other arms, it can suc-
cessfully operate in almost any terrain against any type of rosis—
tance

(2) Col (now Brig Gen) Joseph K. Tully, Cav €0, Lth Cav tip, Mecz

Sce Exhitdt A, AGF Report io. 483, 29 Decambor 194h (War De-
partment Observers Board), for a thorough discussion ol mission,
doctrine, dactics and technique.

(3) Col Edward M. Fickett, Cav €0, 6th Cav (p, Mecs

Extract from Section IV, Roport After Action against inemy,
Headquarters, 6th Cavalry Group, Hechanized, for ipril, 1945 (sco
also inclosure to AGF Heport No. 1007, 5 Junc 19L5):

"The cavalry groups , . . for the most part . . . have been
cnployed as light combat comnands, completely in accord with the
nrinciples considercd sound prior to the adoptieon of the present
organization and prior to the announcement of the prescnt doc-
trine of employmont and oporaztion. , . WY

vEiforts and doctrine directed towards making the cavalry squad-
ron exclusively a reconnaissance unit, not participating in combat
other than as a nccessity of extrication from cnemy reaction or in
the exceptional case of limited engayement by fire to obtain infor-
mation degired, is faulty., . . . There is no occasion, no oppor-
tunity, and no justification for the maintenance in large comnands
of such an exlremely costly, highly trained organization simply for
the purpose of exccuting reconnaissance. Foremost among the rea-
gons ror this stobement is . . . that the roconnaissance contem-
plated carrios the organization into onemy territory well in ad-
vance of leading combot echelons of lorger commends., In practice,
this can rarely be dene, the excepiion being a broak-through situ-
ation, . . . Torce is definitely required; stealth will not take
the squadron as a unit through the enemy's lines. 4 second . . .
reason for this statement is the fact that tactical 2ir reconnais-
sance . . . clmost supplants entircly the nced of a ground recon-—
naissance ageney in the field of distunt reconnaisscence. . . .
The cavalry . . . remains . . ., as a combat arm, As such, it must
be capable of execution of the normal cavalry missions as outlined
in © 2-15. The tactical comcepts announced therein for horse cav-
alry are, with certain modifjcations because of differcnces in
transportation and arms, sgually applicable to mochanized cavalry
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(1)

(2)

(3)

units...Cavalry is . » .. an érganization trained, equipped and
capable of executing offensive and defensive action, delaying ac~
tion, reconnaissance, pursuit, and exploitution, the execution of
all these actions being characterized by lightness, specd, ond the
delivery of a tremendous volume of firepower, achbion over snort
periods of time and with limited objectives rather than engagement
in sustained action. . . . (roups have normally been ougmented
or reinforced. 4 , . While these task forces have been outstond-
ingly successful . « ., these attachments do not in any way alter
the fact that the cavalry squadren . . as now organized and cquip-
ped is not the efficient fighting force in its owm right that is
required by the nature of the migsions assigned it and by the ac—
tion expected of it. There is no question but thut the cavalry
squadron must be 2 light organization. At the same time it must
be given the means of executing offensive missions.!

Gol Vennard Wilson, Cav CO, 106th Cov o, Mecz

"The cavalry troop of the infantry dlvision . . . was o great
disappointment to me. . .+ I prefer it as a squadron organisa-
tion, even if a short squadron. Wo necd a greot deal more edu-
cation at Leaverworth as to ils capabilities for the benefit of
dlvision staffs.®

. HMcchanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Commanders.

Lt Col John F. Rhoades, Cav (0, hth Cav Ren Sq, Mecs

"During the wer in Burope, the Lth Cavalry was repcatedly com-
mitted in every type of rolc except one —- we were not dropped hy
perachute or glider., Troops werc detached and operated separatelsy;
the squadron, both organic and reinforced by infantry, artillery,
tank destroy.rs, and medium tanks and engineers, was detached from
group; the group was committed separately, both wnsupportod and
strongly 'beefed! up by abttaclments of all arms. Wo were committed
both mounted and dismounted in attack, penetriation, nop-up, pursuit,
ind defense, in every conceivable type of terrain and weather., As
a result of our experiencecs, I am convinced thaot there is nothing
new in tactics -~ the doctrinos of horse cavalry as they have becn
taught for the past many years are 1007 sound, correct, and appli-
cable to modern war.!

Lt Col Samucl McC. Goodwin, Cav €0, 6th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz

IThe doctrine for the employment of heorse cavalry enunciated
in FM 2-15 is applicable to mochanizod cavalry cxcept where this
doctrine is keyed to the mobility, speod, end limitetions due to
tho living flegh and instinct of the horse. an examination, para-
graph by paragraph, of this doctrinec should be mads by an exper-
ienced board of mechanized officers to render the doctrine com-
plete and correcl, The combat spirit implied in this ficld manual
as the distinctive characteristic of the cavalryman has passed .

. » bo the mechanized=armorod fighter. The specific role of light
cavalry as formerly assignod to the horse cavalry unit is the role
developed by those mechonized covalry groups that fought as task
forces across Furope.!

Lt Col Charles J. Hodge, Cav ‘ G0, 117th Cav Ren 3q, Mocz

The mission of cavalry is to 'fight'. .., . Any teachings
that limit the combat activitics of cavalry to recommaissance only
are far rcemoved from experdence and actuality and as such arc mis-
leading sufficiently to become dangerous doctrine teo the young
cavalry officer.n

c. Mechanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Commandor, Armored
Divigion,
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Col Albert E., Harris, Cav G0, 86th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz

Swamary of comments in Report After Action Against Enemy,
Hg, 85th Cav Ren Sq, August, 19ul:

Tt was indicatcd that more successful operation of the squad-
ron would have been e¢ffccted had the squadron been allowed to
operate as a unit rother then have its troops attached to combat
comaands. The squadron commander felt that he could give better
support to the reconnaissance troops had they been under him,
than was given to them by the combat command.



APPENDIX 12
( Roport on kiechanized Cavalry)

EYAMPLES CF OPINTONS CONCERNING COORDINATION AND COOPERATION BETVEEN

CORPS AND DIVISION idCHANIZSD CAVALRY AND BET'BEN LECHANIZED (A FALRY

AND OTHER GROUND ARmS, WITH AND "ITHOUT AIR SUPT'ORT

(HOTE - Sources are answers to questionnaires, unless otherwise statod.)
a, 3oenior Commanders

(1) Maj Gen John 3iliilin, USA, o 0G, ITI Corps

Extract from letter, Headquartors Field Artillory Replacoment
Training Center, 13 November 1945, to Chief of Armorcd 3ection, l?h“
General Board:

"Lialeon aircraft will greatly facilitatc communications.
Consideration might well be given to the 'radio link! telephone
service normal botween corps and division.® :

(2) Lai Gen W, M. Hobortson, USA, , CG, 24 _Inf Div

Extract from letler, Headquarters AV Corps, 20 October 1945,
to Chicf of Armorcd Scction, The Genoral Board:

"One method hich was used . . . was to establish phase lines

on which informetion would bo.grchanged with ucits in tho same
zone of action., Another was by the provision of liaison parties,
radio equipped, through whom comnlete information was aveilable

at all times. Thesc methods (h:d) in each casc to be improvised,
and in somo cascs taught, Likewise, the personncl to offcct this
coordinetion had to bo withdrawn from units alrpadj belew strongth
and gathcred togebhor with improvised equinment and metoriols

to perform the task. The princinle must be that this ceordination
nust be plannced in advance, personnel and oquipuent blfuﬁb(}d and
then chrrlud through with vigor and intslligence.”

b. Mechanized Cavalry Group Commandsrs and Staffs

(1) Col Jancs H, Foll, Cav €0, 3d Oav Gp, Mecz

Between corps and division mechanizud cavalry:

UVor: little can be prescribed . . . It is a quastion of od-
ucation . . , and’'# proper cavalry doctrine . ., .

The following is also recommended: exact similarity in org-
anization and equipment; centralized control in the training of
cavalry officers and spoeialists; proper training menuvals and
publications; large scale mancuvers.! ’

Betweon mechanigod cavexlry and other arms:
"Here the problum is chicfly a technical onc - that of radio
cojmunication. 4 better radio set must bo developed, that is

capablu of sctting up on all rdle chamnels uscd by the coubatant
branches. "

(2) Col Vennard Yilson, Cav - £0, 106th Cav Gp
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(1)

(2)

"I do not foel that any spocizl coordination is required botwoen
various cavalry cloments. . . Each has 2 mission from his owa
commander, and when missions (in torms of terrain or arces) arc
properly assigned, cocrdination is obtained through scnding
liaison officers, with adequate communlcatlons, to adjacent units:
.« + « I donot like to work a cavalry grous on 2 corps mission
on the immediate front of » moving armored le;svon. e .
They used their own squadrons in their zones, and I worked thu
zoncs of the infantry divisions and kept track of the cwwal;y of
the armored division through liaison., By personal visits to the
headquarters of the infantry divisiomsin my zone, I guve thom wy
planned moves, which were always coordinated to the best intcerests
of the force as 2 wholc, aznd coordinated my movements with theirs.
It was by agreement between division commanders and mysclfi thet
plans were mide as to what rozds or areas were to be covered by
us, and what we would lcave for them, The division commander
theh decided s te whother he would utilize his cavairy or his
infantry to cover places which I was not taking, In other words,
the coordination was with the division, not the cavalry of the
division. I have also changed corps boundaries (in offect) by
coordination with the commandar of an adjzcent divisicn, I
adviscd the division commanders 2s to what usc thoy could best
make of their own cavalry to tiz in with minc. . . . . . . .
The persenal visit of tn cavalry rogiment commander is thu only
way te sccurce adequatc coordination.®

¢, Rechaniz.d Czvalry Recopnaissancs Squadren Somnanders

Lt Col Samuel ke C Goodwin, Cav CO, bth Czv Ren S, lsoca

"Service, tactics, technique of (corps and division cavalry) must
spring from the samc origin, The following means will oszsist in
accomplishing this: rot-tion of officer essigmments . . ., . ;
practical, common source of officer znd enlistud training;

_publication of a sound, practical common doctrinc, by the Cavalry

School; attend-nee of scluetsd cavalry officers at the Armeored
Force, Infantry and Artillery Schools; adoption of eommon radio
cquipment and . . ., systuns of nettings of 21l cavalry units;

ravision of curront C.G a. School policics on cmployaent of
cavllry -

Lt Col Allen D, Hulsc, Cav - €0, 1153th Cav Ren Sg, Mooz

o

"hen operating :djacontly - preoper liaison, “hon corps cavalry
is operating in front of o division, the organic divisicn cavalry
sheuld be attached to the corps cavalry or should porform missions
for the divislon on the fl-rks cr to the rear,”

d. lMechanizoed Cavalry Squadren Commander, Armored Division

Lt Col Sherburne ‘hiprle, Jr., Cav 00, 92d Cav Ren Sq, kiecsm

"Advance to contact - Corps cavalyy overates on exposaed flonk
(or flanks). Divisional cavalry moy precede division »long
assigned exis, or may operate on division's flank (s

“hen reconnaissance is dusired by corps, duplieation of effort
by corps and divisional cavalry should be avoided, Armored
divisional cavalry should bo attached to corns cavalry in this
case,

In dofense - Corps cavalry may operate on corps flanks—— £i11
gaps between corps. Likewiso divisional cavalry may oporatc on
division flanks or fill gaps within 2 division soctor.

-2 =



In attack - Corps cavalry may make 2 holding or limited objective
attack, protect flanks, or be held in reserve to exploit 2 break
through cr initiate reconnaissance., Divisional cavalry can b
sed for the same mission within division boundaries,
In pursuit - Corps cavilry may operate on corps flank (s) along
2xus (or zone) of pursuit generally parallcl to armorcd divisions
making the maln effert, Armored division cavalry may precedc the
division along 2ssigned axes {or zone), or may opcratc on one or
more flanks of the division. Infantry divisions gonerally
follow armored divisions, in which casc infantry division cavalry
is uscd to maintain liaison, reconnoiter routes, ete,
Deley or withdraval-Employmont is similar to pursuit, in reverse.
Corps cavalry should be used in advance of divisicnal cavalry
only for the purposz cf preliminary reconrsissance and ﬂwuld
withdraw to flank (s) as soon 2s rolicved,®

e, dgchanized Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop Commander, Infantry
Division

C2pt Harry J. HeNamara, Cav 00, 102d Cav Ren Tr, kecz

Batweon corps and division mcchanized cavalry:

"A few of the methods and technigues used by my organization
wurc;  the monitoring of corns cavalry radio nets; close liaison
with corps cavalry units and their hgs. . . . . . It is recom-
aended that during the training snd mansuver period, grester
stress be placsd on the part cach unit is to play, and problems
vresented whors tnis coordination ean be effected, . . . .M

Betwean mechanized cavalry and othar arms:

"During combat it was nescessary to orient other arms as to the
mission of cavalry and its possibilitiss. In most cases other
arms did not understand how cavalry was to be enmployed, cor its
organization. After it was proved that cavalry could te » de-
finite help to these other arms in carrying oul their wissions,
it was very easy to obtain coordination and cooparation.



APPENDIX 13
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

CHARTS OF PHOPOSED ORGANIZATION

FOR_MACHANIZED CAVALRY UNITS

Cavalry Regiment

Headquarters and Headquarters
Troop, Cavalry Regiment

Service Troop, Cavelry
Regiment

Medical Detachmert, Cavalry
Regiment

Cavalry Squadron, Cavalry
Regiment

Headcuarters and Headcuarters
Troop, Cavalry Squadron,
Cavalry Regiment

Cavalry Troop

Czvalry Platoon

Dragoon Troop

Dragoon Platoon

Light Tanl Troop, Covalry
Sgurdron

Howitzer Troop, Cavalry
Squedron, Cavalry Regiment

Covalry Squadron, Armored
Division and Infentry Division

Headquarters and Headgu-rters and
Service Troon, Cavalry Squadron,
Armored Division and Infantry
Division

Howitzer Troopn, Cavalry Squadroh,
Armored Division and Infantry
Division
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A GAVALRY REGIMENT

(APPENDIX 13 REPORT ON MEGHANIZED CAVALRY)
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d. MEDICAL DITACHIENT, CAVALKY REGIMENT
(Appendix 13, Report on Mechanized Cavelry)
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34-armored Cars Plat {Piat | | Plax | Pt | Plat g
36-Personnel Carriers . - - - , = _
o =¥ A =¥ - -4
Tecovery Vehicles = % 4 N 4
T Trucks 6-Témm gune (in TBs)
i Trucks 6-10%mz howitzers, SP
+ T Tyucks 17-75p= guns (in tanks)
(10 w/reel) 34~37m: {or laTger) gums (in armé cers)

S4~.50 cal ¥Gs

51-.30 cal co-arigl NGs
108-,30 cal ¥Gs veh and grd mount
12-21mm mortars

-

-



11-0 107-E

£. EE.D: UsaTLHES AFD HEeDLUffluS t— o ‘
' TROOP, CAVALiY SQUADcOl:; CaVuLiY . Heaagu.rters «
(EGIMENT - N Hendquarters Trocp, (In Cavelry hegiment)
(2vpendix 13 ). heport on Pkiepklfnized Cavalr%') Cavalry Squedron |
31-V
9-0 64-E 2-0 43-E
Squadron Headcuarters
. Headquarters
Troop
22-Y 9-v
{ 3
_ o~
2-0 | 7-E 1-0 [ &-E 1-¢ | 5-E -0 _8-E 1-C | 7-k _1-0t 31-E 1=01 2-F 1-0 | 14F, 5-E 20-E !
Comd S-1 S-2 ! 5-3 S=4 Com Comd Adnm, Mess Maint Secur,
Sec Sec Sec J Sec Sec [ ! Plat Sec & Sup Sec Sec
1-Armd Cer 1-14T Truck 31.Pers Carr 1-Pers Carr’  2-2% T-Trucksl-Pcrs Cerr 1~3 T Truck 2-2% T Trucks 1-23 T Truck 1-2% T Truck
2-% T Trucks 1-7 T Truck 2-% T Trucks I1-13 T-Truck 2-8rré Crrs 1-= T Truck 1~z T Truck 2-4 T Trucks

l-z} T-Truck 1-14 T Truck
5.+ T Trucks
SUMMARY OF VEHICLES AWD WEALPONS )
3-nrmored Cars
3-Personnel Corriers
=24 ' Trucks
3-13 T Trucks
16-% T Trucks (1 4 T.Truck, 1 /reel)
3-37mn (or larger) guns in Armd Cars
8~.50 cal WGs
3-.30 cal eco~exial iGs
7-.30 cal iiGs veh & grd mownt -




5-0 155-E
g. CAVALRI TEOCP
(Apmendix 13, Repert on klechanizes Cavalry) Cavalry Troop
39-v
2=0 | 47-F 1-0 | 36-F 1-0 | 36-F 1-0 | 36-E
Hq Cev i Cav Cav
Plat Plat | Plat Plat |
12-¥ 9-v o~V 9-V *
!:iLllQ:& 1-0 § 23-F 7-E SUMPARY OF VEHICLES AND TEAL WEAPOKS guns in
‘ Comd & Adm, Mess Maint 10-:2ymored Cars 10~-37mm (or lazrger) armd cars
ICom See | 1 & Sup | Sec 4L~Personnel Cerriers 10-.30 €al co-axial M:s

1 Armd Car

1 Pers Carr

3-4+ T Trucks

1-7 T Truck w/reel

1-24 T Truck, Mess
1-2% T Truck, Gasolire
and am
1-1% T Truck Supply

1-+ T Truck

15-.30 cal ¥Gs veh & grd mount
18-.50 cel MGs
3-GClmm mortars

3-2{: T Trucks
1-13 T Truck
21—% T Trucks

(1 w/recl)



1=0 36-E
| !
i Caval i h. CAVALRY PLATOON
avalry | (appendix 13, Heport on Mechanizec Cavelry)
Platoon i
|
9-v
1-0 16-B 10-E 10-&
Comd & 1lst Cav 2n¢ Cav '
Suppert Sec Sec Sec .
3-v 3-V 3-v
——— N N _—_l__, R VR —_—l .
£ T /M6 Gal. .30 Armored Car Personnel Cerrier Armored_Car + T w/liG cal. .30 £ T w/MG cal. .50
Lieutenant-p & r Plat Sgt-p & 7 Sgt-8¢d Lér-p & v Sec Sgt-p & Lriver-s Driver-s
Driver-s Driver=p & s: Cpl-Asst Sgd Ldr-p & r Driver-p & s iachine Gunner-r Machine Gunner-r
Riflemen-r RO & Asst Driver-p & s Driver-s RO & Agst Driver-phks Ldflemzn-r Kifleman-r
RO & Gunner-p & r Mortar Gunner-p & r RO & Gunner-p & r
. Asst Mortar Gumner-p & r
. 4-Hiflemen-r WEAPOKS
Vehicles

B-Ar;oreﬂ Cars

1-BAR man EAR

1- Personnel Carrier

Crevw. Served

3-37mm (or lzrcer) guns {in armd cars)
3-.30C cal co-axial H¥Gs

4-.3C cal ¥Gs vek & grd mount

5-.50 cal ¥Gs (3 in armd cars, 2 in

5-% T Trucks
Legend:
p-pistol-cal .45
r-M-1 »ifle

s~sttmachine-gun
RO~radio operator

1-8lmn Mortar

+ T trucks)

dndividual
17-Pistols
24-Rifles
12-SMGs
1-BAR



N

1C1-E

Dregoon Trcop

i.

Dl GOG

T200P

|

1-0 | 19-E_

Hortar

| Plat

4=V

(sppendix 13, Revort on Mechsnized Cavalry)

-~ e b
5=V
; = o
2-0 $ LE=E 1-0 | L2=L 1-0 L2=E 1-0 i42-H
Do | | Drasoon | i Drecoon ‘ | Dregoon }
LS 1 ol l
Fe Plat | 1ot | D Tpaer t Piat |
12-v 4V 4 4V
3-E 13- & 13-F l 13-'15[-
! Comd Dragoon Dregoon Eragoon
' ; Scual Scnsd Scuad
; Sec t - _ »
1T 1-Pers Carr 1-Pers Carr 1-Pers Cezrr
1-Sct, Sad Lér
1-Cnl, =cset &cd Lir
1-Driver
2~BAR men
8— 1’1° ren
v [ o VLU S i
4 N -
i i ' l-urmorec’_ Car .
i R P, _ 1/ -F
1-0 . 15-F 10 | 25-F Sl 4 13~-Personnel Carriers 1-0 H4-F
Comd & " 3—2-;:— T Trucks Cgmd
Com Sec 1-14- % Truck . DEC
e 10-7 T Trucks Q—W/I‘Ctl) 1217
1- drmd C"r 1-37mm (or lerger) gun in T ruck
1~ Pers Gz B “apmd eor T
3-3 T Truct s 10-.5C cal iGs _
]-é—T Triel 1-,30 el CO-—?.ZX_::‘I.»’-;1 e
w/recl 12-.30 ezl ¥Cs veh & grd meunt

3-8lmn moriars

.
lsE

Horter
Sgd

. !
l1-Pers Carr

s

tortar i ! lortdr ;
SCLd L./Cld ;

1-Pers Carr
1-Cpl Gurnner

1-Gunner
1l-..s8%t Guaoner
l-Criver

l-am Cerricr

1-Pers Corr

- 10 -



3. DusGOUN PLATCON
(nppendix 13, seport on hechanized Cavalry)

Dragocn

Pl=tcon

1-0
Ot E ]flq-E
1013, —
Comd : ﬁWgoon
Sec bcuad

P e

1-%_

1-Lt wér
1- /¢t, PL ¥ . ¢t p.r
1-: river €

l-4gcnt, Li-isen

VLLICLEL

B-P;reorn‘ Carriers
l-i T Truck:

et .

42-E

| 13-x T
Dragoon i
weuzd !

i-rers LoIr
i- ct, &qd Lc‘r er
1-(pl, 2est Sd Lr ¢
1--river s

2=-B-.1 men Eeo
c-riflemen r

vLaPCuis

2-.30 cal «Cs(on [ETS CArr)
1~.5C ccl .«Gs(on pers carr)
t=Enke
3z-kifles

4-0‘:_G 3

S5-Pistols



0 1095

k, LICHT T.HK Ti00P, CaV.lhY SeUabilk

(nppendix 13, neport on liechanized Cavszlry)
Light Tank Troop

25-V
i B
3-0 | 37-E 1-0 524-}*3 1-0  |24-E 1-0 R4-E
T Hq r’ “ - r——’
[ Prat lst Plat| 2d Pla’i Eii—Pla'b__l
10~V 5-Tks ] 5-Tks 5-Tks
-0 | 4-E 5-E 5-E 5B 5-F
First ] Second ] Third Fourth Fifth
Tank | Taiu_k____, fI_‘ank _ Tanmk__ Tank |
1-8gt, Tk Comdr
_ _ o N 1-Driver
1-Bow Gunner
1.0 lieer 1-0_he-E 10 178 o nanner
1 Cond &J adm, I’IesSJ k Meint
Lun _Seg & Sup —Sec SUMBsRY OF VEHICIES ML Ti..i ihaPCNS
2-L Tanks 1-2% T,Trucks, 1-24 T Truck 17-Ti-ht Ganks, =-24

1l-Pers Carr.

1-4 T Truck r/reel

kltchen .

1=21 T ,Truck, an
1—1/4 T Truck

1-+ T Truck
1-Tk Reccvery Vehicle

17-75mm Guns
4-.50 cal kGs
17-,30 cal co-axial IGs
?’7— .30 cal uGs veh & gr

1-Personnel Garrier

3-2% T Trucks

1 Tarnk Recovery Vehicle
3=1/4 Ton Trucks (1 ¥ /reel



&-0 126-E
- - M y 1, ECWITZER TROOP, CAVALRY Si,UaDRON,
. Howitzer Troon, CAVAIRY REGIMERT
f ) ; (Appendix 13, Heport on Hechanized Cavelry)
Cavalry Regt ,
T w*—'*'{ - —_—BE—V
; A - ; B
2-0 3U4~E 1-0 119-C 1-C 119-E 1-0 | 19-E 1-0 |35-%
( ; ( TN N IR
qu Plat ' 1stPlat :24 Plat J { 3d Plat | 1D Plat|
I D L . | e o e
j 10V 5=V $ 5=V 5=V | 8V
O e
1-0 ] 5% o 5E __15=® 4E
i i i ! : :
fp1 ! 1st Gun ! ) 24 Gun ] AT i
i P_a’.t Hq} | Sees ‘ i Sec i I Sec :
4 2V 1=V 1-v /1_v
. 1-8¢t, C/Sec
e RN = e -
: ~Drivers — -Handlcrs 208
1-0 _110-E 1-0_| 16-E . 8-E  i-rifleran 1-Car1£oneer 2-fand Es
[coma & Adm, Mess teint | 1-Radio Tender  1-Driver
[Com Sec |_& Sup | _Sec | o Assb Drlver e e IR
i-Pers Carr 1-2% T Truck, 1-24 T Truck 1 |
-+ T Trucks kitchen 1-1 T Truck 1-0 5-E l i i
1-% T Truck 1-23% T Truck, Sup 1-Tank Rec Veh tl | 7 i - ] i
w/reel 1-3 T Truck [ P}J:Ia Py w18 { l u-18 | | M-18 || w18 | | was | t M-18 E
SUMMAEY OF VEHICLES AND TtAl WEAPONS 1q o - . } o —t
6-Tank Destroyers, HM-18 6-105mm Howitzers, SP l-le Truck l-Sg?,
¢é-Howitzer MNotor Carriages 6-76mm guns (in TDs) 1-25 T Truck 1-Driver .
7-Personnel Carriers 18-.50 cal MGs 1-1t 1-Asst Driver
1-Tank Regovery Vehicle 7-.30 cal MGs 1-Sgt, Plat Sgt 1-Gunner
L~2% T Trucks 2-Drivers 1~-Asst Gunner
9-i T Trucks 1-Cpl

1-Handler,2n ..

- 13 =



m. CAVALRY SQUADRON, ARMORED DIVISION AND INFANTRY DIVISION
{Appendix 13, Report cn Mechanized Cavalry)

£9-0  3-H0  1-Atchd Chap

. 10%2-8

Cavalry Squadron in

Armored or Infantry Diw

257y

3-W0{1-Atchd
Li=Q 1 157-F
Hg & H&S
Ir
£8-Y

%

, . i e e e e e e

! i : 7 i

ghap 0 !155E 5=0 155-E 5-0 ilEF 6-0 1191E 6-0 210 o [3 E ‘

- ' - - : - - - - -] - ! ~f; — Y =0 ! 20

220, 155 0 2 155 = L33 e f_i_;f% 60 L 1lo-k ?'2”0”_ 20-E,
Cav Tr ' | Cav Tr ; Cav Tr i Dra%gon { 3 Trb'ﬂ" : How,:rfzer l Med Det i
B 39-¥ 39V 35 zav - 2547 30 TRy

SUMMARY OF VEHICLES
17-Light Tanks, M-24
8-Howitzer Motor Carriages
35-Armored Carg
38-Personnel Gerriers
3-Tank Recovery Vehicles
1-Wrecker, 10 T
34-2% T Trucks
9-1% T Trucks
110-1 T Trucks
2-3/4 T Ambulances

SUMIARY OF WEAPONS
8-105mm Howitzers, SP

17-7%mm guns (in tanks)

35-37mm {or larger) gun {in crmd cars)
101-,50 cal biGs

52-.3C cal co-axial MGs
116-.30 cal ¥is veh & grd mount
12-81lmm mortars



14-0, 3-WO0  1-Atchd Chap 157-E

n, HE.DLUARTERS AND HGADGLUARTERS AND \
SERVICE TROOP, CAVALRY SGUADROM, !
ARMORED DIVISION AND INFANTRY ' Feadgngrters and Hg and Sv Troop
DIVISICN E in :
{Appendix 13, Report on Mechanized Cavalry) " Cav Squadren in Armd or Inf Div
o e e e eevie s emmpnnm e e mmm e e mm e e o e ]
! L7V

10-0 2-%0 . J3:E

? i
: Squadron 4‘
Headgquerters i
'; 2429
) Tiwe T T o
-0 |14 3:0 1 5E
; ;
; s-1 i 5-2
| See ! l Sec I
4V 1-v
i
v - ™ ' s - T - B
! H
| 1 Atchd l .
VEEICLES | S LEAPCNS T ' oy " [ et | ; ;_iO-E
EL UL LEATUDNS roo ! rans H ia, 1 i ird
f=irmored Csrs 1-Kecovery Vehicle 4=3nm (ox/‘ larper) : Ho P ! Plat i i lefllt ; ! eg;;l 7 i
Z-Pers Carriers guns in}armd cars) e e SR R ! Lt e
1 T Trucks 17-.50 eol MGs &-v 7-v 7-v 3-v
Gl Trucks 4-.30 cal co-axial LGz
15wy T TEucks . {1- w/reel) 15-.30 ¢al ¥Gs(vebh & grd mount)

1-10 T /i resker

- 15 -



o. HCWITZER YN00P, CAVALRY &5 UADRONM,
MD INFARTLY D'\‘ISIOLM
(Appendix 13, Report cn Mechenized Cavslry)

DIVISION

i

1-0! 10-%

Comd & i
fcon gec

4V

Pers Carrier
T Trucks
T Truck w/recl

1-
2~
1~

)
%
1

=4

6-0 -

ARMORED :

1-0 19-E

1;Q~_L5:£

2-0134-E

lHC Plat ,ls’b Plat
: 10-V 5-V
¢
; {

1-0 ° 16-E ___8E

{fdn, Yess ’ { Moint

1 & Sup _Sec .

3.V 3-V

1-24 T Truck,ness 1~ 2~'T “Truck
1-2% T Truck,pup 1-% T Truck
1-+ T Truck

Howitzer

Plat

HL B

2=
1-Tb
1-Plat Sgt
2-Drivers
1-Fifleman

110-E

30-V

1-o;j 19-E 1-0 119-E 1-049-F
’ i H

| 24 rist! {3d Plat ' -Ath Platl
e ¥ |

5-Y 54 57

_ 15 __isE BV

‘1st Cun | , 2d Gun i i

} See | | Sec ' t-Am Sec !

1-V 1V 1-v
1-Set, G/ Sec 1-3gt,C/5ec 1-Sgt,C/Sec
1-Cpl, Tk Cunrcr 1-Cpl,Tk Gunner 1-Driver,Pers Carrier
l-Cannoneer 1-Cannoneer 2-Handlers, Am
1-Driver, Tank 1-Driver,Tank

1-iaset Driver

1-Radio Tender 1-Asst DUriver

1-Tk Recovery Vehicle

SU#MLRY OF

SEHICLES AND T WELAPONS

8-Howitzer Motor Car-iages
S-Personnel Carriers

1-Tank Recovery Vehicle
3-2% T Trucks

-+ T Trucks

‘8-105mm Howitzers, SP
18-.50 cal MGs
7-.30 cal MGs

- 16 -



APPHENDIX 14
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

SUMLARIES OF PARSONNEL AND VEHICLAS AND CHEW-SERVED WiZAPONS IN PROPQSED

ORGANIZATION FOR. MECHANIZED CAVALRY UNITS

a. Cavalry Regiment

b, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop,
Cavalry Regiment

c. Service Troop, Cavalry Regiment
d. Medical Detachment, Cavalry Regiment

e, Headquarters and Headquarters Troop,
Cavalry Squadron, Cavalry Regiment

f. Cavalry Troop, Cavalry Scuadron
g. Dragoon Troop, Cavalry Squadron
h. ILight Tank Troop, Cavalry Squadron

i. Howitzer Troop, Cavalry Squadron,
Cavalry Regiment

J. Cavalry Squadron, Armored Division
and Infantry Division

k. Headguarters and Headquarters and Service

Troop, Cavalry Squadron, Armored Division
and Infantry Division

APPENDIX 14



2.

CAVALRY REGIMENT

(Appendix 1k, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

(1) PERSONNEL
T =T
| 3 . 71 .
4 — —
wirs | ) Bl A ol w | B wlF | e R
Tm— [ I ; H = o't L] o Bl e B SR B T — —
I v | B I I O Pal Ba|Te W o] g
1B BixlBlel] | 8albal $.030 28] 55
] o;i—'u o [ Hoboh §| & = p::::i N o
officers 51 15| 61 6, 6 11y 44| 132] 25{ 12 |10] 47 | 182
S B P 3 +3
: : : ‘ : i(atohd) tohd)
IRE TSy oo em§ em ] mm ] ey me =] -- i 5 1 - EIE B
Fnlisted Men | 1554 466 191 | 1091 126 107 199081 2654 {169 v 189 | B2 1 440 | 3434
Lhtochd Ghaps  + == == == j ==t ==} =wi =-j = -1 ER 3 3
(2) VEHICLES
™s - ML8 s -- & 18] -- - |- .- 13
Tks, L - W24 | —— 1 =={ —={ Ty | =t = 17 BU - 2 53
‘Mot Carrs, — B e 61 -~ [ 8] -- [ - 18
-105mn How
krmd Cars 101 30 i1 -1 == 3T 341 102 3 2 - o 107
Pers Cerrs 41 1271 13 1 7 3| 367 100 6 - ] - 6 114
Recovery Vehs - -] - 1 Lj - 2 61 - S 4 10
10 Ton Wrks [ — - - - —— . - — S 4 p)
25 Ton Trks 3 9 3 3 7 & 26 75 g 36 1 45 120
1¢ Ton Trks 1 3 1] =] e 3 7 21 [ 7 4 17 38
1/4 Ton Trks 211 63| 10 3 ot 16 1101 3031 27 19 123 &9 372
374 Ton Panel | == | == | == | == ==} == | == e | - - 9 9 9
Anmbs
TOTAL 39 0117} 28 % 251 33} 31 2341 702 | B2 72 137} 161 863
(3} AIRPIANES (Lisison)
L-5 mef mw ] mm ] mw ] em | e | em - 3 = |- 3 3
-4 — wm f e | e e RN . 6 [ 6 6
(4) WHEAPONS
7émm Guns PSS 6 =L B 18 = e e - 8
in TDs
75mm Guris PR ey B R B e U BT R RS R 2 t3
in Tksg
105mm Hows PN MRS REPUR el &1 = 3 ] == PR et o 18
(sB)
37Tmm {or heav-i 10| 30 1T =] -- 3 34| 102 342 Tus g 107
ier ) guns in | §
Armd Carg
50 Bel Tgs T intEATI0 T 4 18| B | 941 282 (I8 [ @8 1| 4& | 328
30 Gl Wgs 5 101 301 T I7f ~-| 3151t 183¢ 5 2 J-- T} 180
(Go-Axial) i )
30 CelTfs TIRTTEE T 12 37 7 7V I08 T 324 1720 22— 42 366
§Veh & Grd Mt)i
Imm Mortars 3 9 T -1 —~T -=-71 12 301 - - b - 36




b

HEADQUARTERS LND HELDQU:RTERS TROOP, Gi.VALRY REGINENT

(Appendix 14, Report on Mechsnized Cavalry)

HEL DQUARTERS

Comd Sectien

T-Ccol,. Regﬂ Comdr
1-Lt Col, Ex ©Q

1-1/4, Stenogrepher
2-Drivers, truck, light
1-Orderly

2-1/4 T Trucks

2-0fficers
4-Fnlisted Men
2-VYchicles

8~1 Section
T-3ejor, S-1
1-M/Sgt, Sgt Mejor
1-Clerk, kecords
2-Clerks, typists
l-Driver

1-1 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

l-0fficer
S-Enlisted Men
2-Vehicles

5-2 Section

l-Capt, isst 5-2

1-4/sgt, Int

1-Draftsman

l-Driver, pers cearr
2-Operaters, radio
l-Driver, 1/4 T $ruck,. clerk

l-Pers carr
1-1/4 T Truck

2-0fficers
6-Enlisted Men
2-Vehicles

S=3 Section
TOporations, I & E, Ln)
l-Lt Col, S8-3

l-Major, .ssst 5-3 & Ln
l-Copt, I & E, isst S-3
1-Capt, Asst operations
2-Capts (or Lts), In
1-M/Sgt, Qperetions
1-Draftsman

2-Clerks

1-Sgt, I & B

1-Cpl, In

l-Driver, perscerr
4-Drivers, 1/4 T truck

-3~

2-0perators,. radio
l1-Fers corr
4-1/4 T Trucks

b-0Officers
13-Enlisted Men
C-Vehiclos

Adlr In Section
4—ifapfs, Pilots
5-Lts,. Pilots
l-T/Sg;t, C of sec
4-T/3,1Lirp1e.ne mechs
E-T/A,Lirplsne mechs
2-Operetors, radio
9-Drivers, truck

3-L~5 Lirplanes
6~1-4 jirplanes
3«2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1 ]./2 T Truck
5-1/4 T Trucks

9-0fficers
21-BEnlisted Men
9~isirplanes
g=Vehicles

COMMUN 10 PIONS PLATOO

N

Comd & Msg Cen Section

1-Capt, Com

l-Lt, Asst Com O
1-M/8gt, Com
1-5/8kt, Msg cen
1-8gt, Msgr dispatche
1-Cpl, iAsst dispatohe
2~Cpls, code clerks
1-Driver, pers carr
2-0Operators, radio
3-Messengers
4-Drivers, 1/4 T truc

1-Pers cerr
4-1/4 T Trucks

2-0fficers
16«Enlisted Men’
S-Vehicles

Redio Section
T-BET, © of sec
3=~Drivers, armd cars
3~-Drivers, SCR 399 an
11=Operetors, radio
2-Repairmen, rsdio

r
r

k

d 499 vehs



(b. Headquarters and Hesdquarters Troop, Cavalry Regiment, Contd)

3=-Armd cars

1-2 1/2 T Truck (SCR 399)

2-Pers carrs (SCR 499)

16~ Enlisted Nen
2-Vehicles

1-1 1/2 T Truck, redio repairfotal, Platoon:

20~Enlisted Men
T=Vehicles

Wire Section

T-Sgt, wire chief
2-Operators, switchbohrd
4-Linemen

2-Drivers, truek, light

2-1 1/2 T Trucks
1-1/4 T Truek

9-Enlisted Msn
3-Vehicles

Total, Platoon:
Z=0fficers
45-Enlisted Men
15-Vehicles

SECURITY PLATOON

Comd Seotion

T-1t, PLet Lar
1-5/Sgt, Plat sgt
1-8gt, Tenk comdr
2-Drivers, tank
2-i8st drivers, tank
2-Gunners, tenk
2-Cennoneers, tenk
1-Driver, 1/4 T truck

2~Tanks, light
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
1L-Enlisted Men

Traffic Section
T-5gt, Sec idr
s-Drivers, 1/4 T truck
9-Riflemen

5-1/4 1 Trucks

15-Enlisted Men
S-Vehicles

Guard Section

1-8gt, Sec ldr

1=Cpl, Asstsec ldr
1-Driver, pers carr
2-Qperators, radio
1-Driver, 2 1/2 T truck
10-Riflemen '
l-Pers carr

1.2 1/2 T Truck

1-0fficer
42=-Enlisted Nen
10-Vehicles

Total, Regimental Headquerters,

Z3-0rficers
136-Enlisted Men
9-Airplanes
45=Vehicles

HEADQUARTERS TROOP

Comd Section
T-Cept, 1Ir Comdr
l-Bugler, driver
l~Messenger

1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
2-Enlisted Men
1-Vehicle’

Adm, Mess and Supply Sectien
I-Lt, 6x 0 & Mtr O
l-1lst Sgt

1-Cpl, Tr clerk
1-&/Sgt, Mess

4-Cooks

2-Cooks! helpers
1-5/Bgt, Supply

1-Cpl, Supply asst

24 rmorers

2~Drivers, truck, light
8-Basics

1-2 1/2 T Truck, kitchen
11 1/2 T Truck, 0ffs' mess
1-2 1/2 T Truck, Supply
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
24-Enlisted Men
4-Vehiéles

Meintenence Section
T-T78gt, motor
S-Mechanics
l-lechanic, driver

1-2 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

7-Enlisted Men
2-Yehicles



(b. Hsadquarters and Headquarters Troop, Cavelry Regiment,

Contd)

Total, Headquarters Troop:
2-0fficers

33-knlisted ken

T=Vchicles

TOTAL, HEADQUARTERS AND
FEADQUAKIERS TROOD:
25~0fficers
169-fnlisted Nen
9-Planes

52-Ychicles

SUMMw.RY OF VERICLLS
2-Light tanks, h24

é-Pers carrs (two W/SCR 499 radios)

3-irmd cars

8-2 1/2 T Trucks
6-1 yz T Trucks
27=1/4 7 Trucks
3=L~5 Airplenes
&=1L=4 Lirplanes

SUMMGRY OF WELFONS
2<75nm Guns (in tanka)

3-37mn (or larger) Guns 4n armd cars

186-,5Q ozl MGs
5-.30 cel MGs (co-axial)

20=.30 c2l lGs (veh & grd mount)

. c, SuRVICL TROOF, CAVELRY RuGIMGNT

(ippendix 14, Report on Mechenized Cevelry)

TROOF KE.-DQUZ ki TuhS

Comd Section

T-Copt, Tr Comdr

1-8¢gt, Com

l-Driver, srmd cer
2=0pcrators, radio
l=Qperator, switchhoerd
l-Lineman, (driver)
1~Bugler (driver)

lenrmd cer
2-1/4 T Trucks

1l~0fficer
T-Enlisted Men
3=-Vehioles

Lidm, Mess & Supply fection
I-Lt, Bx Q ’

l-1lst sgt

1-Cpl, Tr clerk
l«srmorer

1-8/8Set, Mess

4-Cooks

2~0ooks! helpers
1-8/8gt, Supply

1-Cpl, Supply asst
2-Drivers, truck, light
GmBesics

1/2 T Truck, kitchen

1.2

1-1 1/2 T Truck, kitchen
1-2 1/2 T Truck, Supply
1-1 1/2 T Truck, supply
2~l/4 T Trucks

l-0fficer ' 50
23-Enligted Men
&=Vehicles

Me.intenonce Section

T-T/8%, Weint

4~liechenics
l-Mochenic, driver

12 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

f=Enlisted Nen
2-Vehicles

Totel, Troop Hesdquerters;
2=0fficers

36~Enlisted Men
11-Vechicles

S5=4 SECLION

1-Copt, f.sst 5-4

1-%0, Supply

l~M/Sgt, Supply

1-3/sgt, Supply (retions)
1-Clerk, record

1-Clerk, supply
1-Clerk, driver
S-Drivers, ‘truck
2~Eandlers, rotion

32 1/2 T lrucks
lel L/2 T Truck
2.1/4 T Trucks

2=0fficers
l-Warrant Officer
12«fnlisted Men
6-Vehicles



(c. Serviece Troop, Cevelry Regiment, Contd)

TRANSPORTA TION PLATQOK

Comd Section

T<LE, transport
l-T/Sgt, transport
1-Cpl, dispatcher
3-Drivers, truck, light

3-1/4 T Trucks

1-0fficer

5 fnlisted Men
3-Vehicles

5q Section (3)

1-5gt, Trucikmzster
&«~Drivers, truck, light
2-Hendlers, am

6-2 1/2° T Trucks

Qupnlisted Men
6-Ve¢hiocles

Totel, Trensportation Flatoon:NOTH:

3-Armorers

l~Driver, armd cer
2-Qperstors, radio
20~Mechenios, motor
1l-Mechanics, tenk
4-Mechanics, ertillery
4-Cperetors, 10 T wrecker
4-Drivers, recovery veh
Awelders

1-Armd der

4~10 T Wreokers
7=2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1 1/2 T Truck
4-1/4 T Trucks
4-Tk recovery vehs

4-0fficers
l-%errsnt O0fficcr
64-Enlisted Men
21-Vehicles

T-0fficer
32~Enlisted Men
21~Vehicles

1-1Lt, Motor O

l-T/Sgt, Motor sgt
1-Driver, vecovery veh
1-8gt, recovery veh comdr
l~Driver, 10 7 wrecker

ADMINISTRATION AND PeRSONN&L l-liechenie, artillery

SuCTION

T-Copt, Pers adj

2-W0 Personnel

1-T/Sgt, Personnel
3-Sgts, vPersonnel
2.Clerks, classification
2.Cicrks, mail

l-Clerk, typist

1-Clerk, driver

3-2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1 1/2 T reusk
1-1/4 T Truek

1-0fficer
2-Werrent Officers
10-8nlisted Men
5-Vehicles

MA INTENANCE PIATOON
1-Capt, Motor Q
3-Lts, Asst Notor Os
1-w0, Motor

1-1/Sgt, Motor
3~T/Sgts, Motor
2-3/8gts, Motor
4-~5gts, Recovery veh
1-8Sgt, parts

l-Armorer
l-Weldsr
5-Megchenies, motor
3=Mechenics, tank

1-Tenk recovery veh
1-10 T Wrecker

2-2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
15-fnlisted Men
5~Vehicles

SPrCTAL SLRVICE AND CLRAPLA INS

T-Cept, Speciel Service
l-Lt, Athletic Instr
3~pttached Choplains
1-3r jor
2-Capts
1-Sgt, Speeiel Service
l-athletic asst (driver)
2-pssts (drivers)
3=Cheplains! drivers

21 1/2 T Trucks
4-1/4 T Trucks

Sq Meint Sec consists of.



(c. Service Troop, Cevalry Regiment, Contd)

2-pfficers
3~Attached Chepleins
T-Enlisted Msn
6~vVehicles

BAND
T-W0, Bend
28-Musicians

2-2 1/2 T Trucks

1l-Werrent Qfficer
2§~Enlistecd Nen
2«Vchieles

TOTAL, SwRVICE TROOP:
12-0ificers
3-Attrnched Cheplains

S~Werrant Officers
189-Enlisted Men
72<Vehicles

SUMNARY OF VERICLES
ZeArmared cars
36-2 1/2 T Trucks
7-1 1/2 T Trucks
19-1/4 T Trucks
410 T Wreckers
4=Recovery vehs

SUMMARY OF %eAPONS

2-37mm (or larger) guns . sred
(in ermd cars)

28-.50 cal MGs

2=30 cal ¥Gs (co-mxial)

22-,30 ol MGz (veh & grd mt)

d. MaDICAL DiTACHMENT, CnVALRY RinGIMENT

(Appendix 14, Report on Mechenized Cavalry)

HEADQUARTERE SECTION
l-lejor, Surgeon

l-Gapt, Asst surgeon
1-w/S8gt, lst sgt

1-Det Clerk

1-8/8gt, Supply

l-S/Sgt, Surgicel

1~-8gt, medical

2-~3urgedris assts/l Med esst
3+Drivers, smbulance
3-Drivers, csst, -ambulance
4-Drivers, light truck
2-4id men -

1-2 1/2 T Truck

1-1 1/2 T Truck

3—3/4 T panel ambulanecs
3-1/4 T Trucks

2~0fficers
20~inlisted Men
8«Vehicles

DuNTEL SeCTION
2-Cepts, Dontel offs
2-T/5 Dentel techns

2-1/4 T Trucks
2-0fficers

2~Enlisted Men
2~Vehicles -

SGUADRON SECTION
(Identicrl in regimentel end
separete squedrons)
l-Cept, MC
l-Lt, ¥AC
1-17/8gt, Surgical
2-Surg techns
l-Nedical techn
6-Drivers, 1/4 T truck, zid men
Sei id men
1-Driver, 1 1/2 T truck
2=Drivers, ambulance
2wisst drivers, aid men

1-1 1/2 T fruck

. 2=pPenel ambulences

6-1/4 T Trucks

2-0fficers
20-Enlisted Men
9~Vehicles

TOTAL, MEDICAL DE T4 CliideNT ¢
10-Cfficers

82-Enlisted kon
37=Vehicles

SUKMARY OF VEHICLES

1~2 1/2 T Truck
4-1 1/2 T Trucks
9—-3/4 T Ambulances
23-1/4 T Trucks



e. HEADJULRTERS AND HEADQUARTERS TROQP,

CAVaLEY SQUADRON, CAVALRY REGIMLNT

(Appendix 14, keport on Mechenized Cavzlry)

Hist DYUARTERS

Comd Section

T-T% Col, 53 Comdr
l-kejor, Ex O
l-Driver, armd cer
2-Drivers, 1/4 T truck
2-Qperetors, radio
l-Messonger

1-Qrderly

l-4rmd our
2-1/4 T Trucks

2«0fficers
7-bnlisted Men
3-Vehicles

5-1 Bcotion
ToTsT 1%, odj
1-¥/8gt, Sgt major
2-1/5, Clerks, typists
1-Clerk, mail
1=Clerk, driver
1-Driver, 1/4 T truck

1-1 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

l-officer
telinlisted Men
2~Vihicles

§~2 Scetion
I-Crpt, 5-2
1-T/sgt, Int
1-Clerk, typist
l-Driver, pers cerr
2-0pcerators, redio

1-Purs gerr

1-0fficer
Gubnlisted Men
1-Vchiele

5=3 Section

Y~ jor, S=3

l-Capt, In & zsst S-3
l-lst Lt, In & I4E
1-T/8gt, Operctions
1-Draftsmen

1-Clerk, typist
l-Driver, pers corr
2-0Operators, redio
2-Drivers, 1/4 T truck

l-Pegrs cearr
2-1/4 T Trucks

-8«

3=0fficers
8-Enlisted lien
3-Vehicles

8~-4 Section

-8 :E’ E—Z

1-T/Sgt, Supply
l-S/%gt, Supply nsst

© 1=Clerk, supply

4-~Driveyrs, truck

’

2-2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 7 Yruck

1-0fficer
7-knlisted Men
deVehicles

CORMINICATIONS PL:TUOH
l=Capt, Com O

1-T/sgt, Com

1-Sgt, C¢er comdr
1-8gt, Msg cen chief
l-Sgt, Msgr dispeteher
1-Cpl, Asst disputeher
2-Clerks, code
2=Drivers, srmd cer
1-Driver, pers corr
A=Drivers, 1/4 T truck
4-Ncasengers
6=0perators, redio
l-Repzirmen, radio
1-8gt, wire chief
2~0peretors, switchboard
3=Linemen

l-Pors eirr

2=adrmd cars

1-1 }/2 T Truck
4-1/4 T Trugks
1-1/4 T Truck w/reol

1-officer
31l-fnlisted Men
GaVchicles

Totsl, Hesdquartoers;
9=0fficers
64-Enlisted Men
22-Vchicles

HEADQU=RTeES TROOP

Comd Section

T=Cept, T7 Comdr



-(¢. Heodquerters, end Heedquarters Troop, Cavalry Squcdron
Cevalry Regiment, Contd)

l-Bugler, driver Scourity Section

1~z ssengcr 1-5/35gt, Secc Tesder

2«5gts, $qd ldrs

1-1/4 T Truck 1-Cpl, hsst sqd ldr
3-Drivers, 1/4 T truck

1-0fficer 13-Riflemen & maching gunners

2-knlisted Men

1-Vehi cle 1-2 1/2 T Truck

2-1/4 T Trucks
Adm, Mess & Supply Scction

1-Lt, Ex & Motor Q 20~Enlisted Men

1-1st Sgt 3-Vehicles

l-Cpl, Tr clerk

1-8/8¢t, Ness Totel, Buedquerters Troop:

3=Cooks 2~0f1icers

1-Cooks' helper 43~Enlisted Ken

l-S/Sgt, Supply 9-Vehicles

1-Cpl, Supply =sst

l=trmorer

l-Driver, truck, light 10T L, BQ-. & BQ TROGP:

S-Bosics TI=0fficers
107-Enlisted Men

1-2 1/2 T Truck, mess 31-Vehicles

122 1/2 T Truck, supply

1-1/4 T Truck SUMM.RY OF VBHICLES

’ 3-iirmd curs )

1-0fficer’ JePers carrs

16~rnlisted Men 6-2 1/2 T Trucks

3-Vehicles 3-1 yz T Trucks
16=1/4 T Trucks

SUMMARY OF whs PONS
3-3Tmn (Oor larger) guns

l-pechenic  driver (in armd cors)

B8~,50 crl MGY
1-2 3/2 T fruck 3-.30 cal MGas (co-exial)
1-1/4 7 Traak 7-.30 cal Mos (veh & grd mt)

B.knlisted Men
2-Vohicles

£t WLRY TROOP, CLVALKY SGUDKON

{.yoerdix 14, Report an Mechanized Cevelry)

Cem Section 1-Pers eorr
R lesrmd ofr

T GAmAT &

Jom 3-1/4 T Trucks
J-imerniore, radio 1-l/4 T Truck w/recl
e, switchboerd i

. n & driver, 1-0fficer

1/4 1 truck 17-Enlisted Mon
2.-Reprirmen, radie 6-Vehicles
1-8g+ Armd cer comdr
1-Driver, ermd car idm, Mess end Supply Section
1-Driver, pers carr T-TsT 1T, BX O

1-Bugler, 1/4 T truck drive® 1.1st sgt
2-Drivers, 1/4.T truck, In  1.gpl, Tr olerk
3=Agents, ln

-9 -



(f.

1~S/Sgt, Mess

3~Cooks

1-Cooks! helper
1—S/Sgt, Supply

1-Cpl, Supply, em
1-Cpl, Supply, gasoline
l=-Hendler, em
3-Drivers, truck, light
2-Lrmorers

7-Basics

1-2 1/2 T Truck, kitchen

Cavelry Troop, Cavalry Squadron, Contd)

l-Armd car
1-1/4 T Truck
l<Pers carr

1-0fficer
16~-Enlisted Men
3-Vehicles

cavelry Seotion (2)
1-S¢gt, Sec Ldr

l-Driver, ermd cer
l~0peretor, radio, & asst

1-2 1/2 T Truck, gesoline & am driver

1-1 1/2 T Truck, supply
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
23-Enlisted Mien
4-Vehicles

Meintenence Section
1-1T/8gt, motor
4eVechanics

2=Drivers, truck, light

1-2 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

T=Enlisted Men
2-Vehicles

Total, Hg Flatoon:
Z2-0ffiloers
47-Enlisted Men
12-Vehicles

Ce.Ve. LRY PLaTCON (3)

Comd & Support Section

I-Lt, Plat Ldr

1-5/Sgt, Plat sgt

1-Driver, armd car

l-Operator, radio, & asst
driver

l-Operetor, redio, & gunner

1-Driver, 1/4 T truck

l-Sgt, Sqd ldr

1-Cpl, 4s8st sqd ldr

l-Mortar gunner

l-isst mortar gunner

1-Driver, pers cerr

1-B.R men

S5~Riflemen

- 10 -

1-0Operetor, redio, & gunner
2-Drivers, 1/4 T truck
2-Gunners, (MG, /4 T truck)
2~Riflemen

l=irmd cer
2-1/4 T Trucks

10-Enlisted Men
3~Vehicles

Total, Cavalry Platoon:

1-0fficer
36-Enlisted Men
9-Vehicles

TOT.L, CLVe.LRY TROOP:
b-Qfficers
155-Enlisted Nen
39-Vehicles

SUMN. RY OF VEHICLES

10, rmd cers

4-Pers carrs .

3-2 1/2 T Trucks

1-1 1/2 T Truck

21-1/4 T Trucks (1-W/resl)

SUMM.RY OF Wi. FONS

10~-37mm (or lerger) guns (in
srmd cars)

1.8-,50 onl HGs

10-.30 cal MGs (co-axicl)

15-.30 cal Mgs (vch & grd mt)

3-81lmm mortars


mailto:SUi@�.RI

g. DRALGOON TROOP, ChVLLRY SQUADRON

(4ppendix 14, Report on echenized Cavalry)

HE:DQUARTERS PLL.TOON

Comd & Com Scction
T=Cept, Tr Comdr
1-S/8gt, Com
3~-gperators, radio
1-0Operctor, switchbosrd
1-Linemsa & driver, 1/4 T
truck
l~Repeirmen, radio
1-Driver, pers cerr
1-Sgt, srmd ear comdr
l-Driver, trmd car
1-Bugler & driver, 1/4 T
truck
Z2~Drivers, l/h T truok, lni
2-ngents, ln

1= rmd ocr

1-Pers ocarr

3-1/4 T Trucks
1-1/4 ¥ Truok w/recl

1-0fficer
15-Enlisted Mon
6-Vehicles

Ldm, Mess end Supply Section

1-I&tLE, &x O & motor O
l-1st Sgt

1-Cpl, Tr clerk
l-S/Sgt, Mess

4=Cooks

1-Cooks!' helper
l—S/Sgt,Supply
2-.rmorers

1-Cpl, Supply, em
1-Cpl, Supply, grsolinc
1-Hendler, am °
2-Drivers, truck, light
9-Busics \

1/2 T Truck, kitchen

1=
1-
1-1 1/2 T Truck, supply
1-1/4 T Truck
1-0fficer.

25-Enlistcd Men
4~Vehicles

M intenence Seolion
1-T/8gt, Motor
3=Mcchenics
2-Mechenies, drivers

1-2 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

~ 11 -

6=Enlisted Men
2~-Vehicles

Total, Hendquarters Platoon:
2-0fTicers

46-inlisted Ken

12-Vehicles

DRAGOON PLLTOON (3)

Comd Scotion

-Lt, Plet Lar
1-8/5gt, Plet sgt
1-Driver, 1/4 T truck
l-agent, 1n

1-1/4 7. Truck

1-0fficer
3-knlisted Men
1-Vehicle

Dragoon Squed (3)
I-Sgt, 59d Ldr
1-Cpl, isst sqd ldr
l-Driver, pers cerr
2-B.R men
8-Riflemen

l~Pors cerr

13~-Enlisted dn
1-Vehicle

Totel, Dragoon Platoon:
I-0fficer

42-tnlisted en
4-Yehicles ’

2
2 l/? T Truck, gesoline & &m MOLKT.R PL..TOOK
1

Comd Section

T-T%, Flet Ldr
l-s/Sgt, Plet sgt
1-Driver, 1/4 T truck
2-0Obscrvers

1-1/4 T Truck
1-0fficer
4-Enlisted Men
l=Vehicle

Morter Squed (3)
T-CpI, Sad Ldr



(g» Dragoon Troop, Cevelry Squedron, Contd)

l-Gunner, mortar
l-L8st gunner, morter
l-Handler, em
l-Driver, pers carr

l-Pers carr
S-Enlisted Men
l-vehicle

Total, .NMortar Plotoon
1-0fficer )
19=Enlisted pem
4-Ychicles

TOTAL, DRAGOON TRGOP:

6-0fficers
191-finlisted Men
28-Vehicles

SUMBARY OF VEHICLES

lepirmd cer
l3-Pers carrs
3«2 1/2 T Trucks
1-1 1/2 T Truck

©9-1/4 T Prucks (l~w/roel)

SUMVAKY OF ¥:hFONS

1-37mm {or lerger) gua (in armd cor)

10-.50 cal MGs

1-.30 cel Mo (co-cxial)
12-.30 csl MGs{veh & grd mt)
3~51mm morters

h, LIGHT TANK TRGUP, CAVALRY S(UADRON

(sppondix 14, Report on Mechenized Gavelry)

HeADQUARTERS PLaTOOW

Comd & Com Section
1=Capt, Tr Comdr
1~-Sgt, Com
1-8gt, Tk comdr
2-Cannonecrs
2~Drivers, tk
1=-Gunner, bow
l-Guancr, tk
1-Operator, radio
l-Operator, radio, end
gunner
l-Repairman, radie
l-Driver, pers cerr
1-Bugler, driver 1/4 T truck
1-Operator, redio &
switchboard

2«Light tcnks, W24
1-Pers corr
1-1/4 T Truck w/rael

1-0fficer
14=Enlisted Men
4~Vehioles

Adm, Mess ond Supply Seetion

2=ATmorers
1-Cpl, Supply
S-Prsics

1-2 1/2 T Truck, kitchen

1-2 1/2 T Truck, gasoline & am
1-1/4 7 Tr .

uck
l~-0fficur
16-fnlisted Men
3=Vehicles

Meintenonoe Scetion

1-Lt, Bx O
1~1st Sgt
1l-Cpl, Tr olerk
1-5/sgt, Mess
3~Cooks
l-~Cooks! helper
1-8/Sgt, Supply

- 12 ~

1-Lt, ¥eint 0

1-T/5gt, Motor

1-8g%, Tenk rccovery veh
3-heohenics

2-kechenios, drivers

l=Recovery vih
1~2 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truek

1-0fficer
T=linlisted Men
3=Vehicles

TANK_PLATOOK (3)

l-Lt, Plat Ldr
1-5/8gt, Plat sgt
3=Sgts, Tenk comdrs


mailto:t@.intonancc

(h. 1ight Tenk Troop, Cavelry Squadron, Contd)

5-Drivers, tenk . SUMMLRY OF VERICLES
S-Cunners, bow 17-Light tanks, M24
S-Gunners, tenk 1-Pers carr
L~Cennoncers 3-2 1/2 T Trucks

1-Tank recovery veh
5-Light tenks, M24 3-1/4 T Trucks
1-0fficer SUMMARY OF WELPONS
24«Enlisted ken 17-75mm gund (11 tznks)
g=Vehicles 4-~.50 cal 1Gs

17-.30 ozl M@s (co-mximl)
37-.30 cel “6s (veh & grd mt)
TOTAL, LIGHT TANK TROOF:
6=0f’icers
109-Enlisted Men
25-Vchicles

. EONITZuk TROOP, CAVALRY SQULDRON, CiVi-LRY REGIMENT

(4ppendix 14, Report on kechenized Cuvelry)

HELDQUARTERS PLATOON

Comd & Com Section 1-0fticer

1=Cept, Tr Comdr l6~-Enlisted Hen

1-Sgt, Com 3-Vehicles

l-Bugler, driver, i T truck

l-Kepairmon, redio Meintensnce Section

1-Driver, purs cerr 1-T/Sgt, Motor

l-Opcrator, radio s 1-5gt, Tank recovery veh oomdr

l~Opsrator, ‘ewitohboard” l-Lechenic, ortillery

1-Linemsn, driver, 1/4 T 1-Driver, tank recovery veh
truck . .*v .l 2ajiechenics, auto

3=0persators, fire control 2-ifzohenics, tank

1-Pers cerr 1-Tenk recovery veh

2-1/4 T Trucks 1.2 1/2 T Truck

1-1/4 T Truck w/reel 1-1/4 T Truck

1-.0flicer 8-inlisted Wen

10~Enlisted Men 3=Vehicles

4~Ychicles

idm, Mess and Supply Section Total, Headgusrters Platoon;
1-Lt, Ex 0 & motor O

l-1st Sgt 2~0fficers

1-Cpl, Tr clork 34~pnlisted Men

1-8/sSgt, Mess 10-Vehicles

3=~(Cooks

l-Cooks' helper

1-8/Segt, Supply HOKTTZR PLATOON (3)

1-¢pl, Supply, gasoline & am

l-irmorer Flatoon Headgquarters

1-Driver, trueck; light I-Lt, Plet Ldr

5-Basics 1-Sgt, Plat sgt
2=Drivers

12 1/2 T Truck, kitchen 1-Tender, radio

12 }/2 P Truck, gesoline & 1-Rifleman

am
1-1/4 T Truek
-~ 13 =



(i. Howitzer Troop, Cavalry Squadron, Cavelry Regiment, Contd)

l~Pers cerr
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
GeEnlisted Men
2-Vehicles

Gun Section (2)
TZSgE, Chief of sac
1=Driver

l-isst driver
l-Cennonesr
1-Gunner

1-105m How motor carr

5-Enlisted Men
1-Vehicle

Lumunition Section
1-5gt, Chief of sec
1-Driver, pers carry
2-Hendlers, am

l-Pers carr

4-Enlisted den
1-Vehicle

Total, Howitzer Platoon:

1-2 1/2 T Truck
1-1/4 T Truck

1-0fficer
S-Enlisted Men
2-Vehicles

Gun Seotion (6)
T-8gt, Chisf of sec
1-Driver

l-sg8t driver
1~Gunner

l-isst gunnsr

1-Tenk destroyer, W18

6-Enlisted lien
l-Vehicle

Totel, T.D. Platoon:
1-0ificer
35-Enlisted len
B-vchicles

T0TaL, BOARITZzR TROOP:
&-0ificers '
126~Enlisted Nen
33~Vehicles

ST RY OF VGRICLeS

Tw0fficer
19-finlisted Men
5-Vehicles

TR WK DESTROYmK PLATOON

Platoon Headguerters
T=7%, Plat Ldr

1-8gt, Plet sgt
l-Driver, 2 1/2 T truck
1-Driver, 1/4 T truck
1=Cpl, em

l-Handler, am

P

6-~100mm Jowitzer motor carriages
., 6-Tenk destroysrs, M0

l-Tenk recovery veh
7-Pers carrs’

4-2 1/2 T Trusks
9-1/4 T Trucks

SUMMARY OF WEAPQNS
©-105mm howitzers, SP
6-76mm guns (in TD8)
18-,50 cal MGs

7=,30 cal MGs (co-axial)




j. CAVALRY SGUADRON, ARMORED

DIVISION AND INFANTRY DIVISION

(Appendix 14, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

0w <
& “ e r
= g - én ~ 8 - & Lol 3
S8 88| B& (88 | 24 | £&)£8 &

MTicers (5) 135 6 5 6 1L 2 1 19
s = = - - - 3 S N
Inlisted .Men (155) L65 17191 | 109 110 157 20 11052
tehd Chaps — — — _ Z T i T
fotals (160} 4,80 197 | 115 116 175 22 117105
Ianks, light M24 - - - 17 - - - 17
Yot Carrs, 105mm how - - - - 8 - - g
imored Cars (10) 30 1 ~ - N - 35
fers Carrs (L) 12 13 L 9 3 - 38
tecovery Vehicles — — - 1 1 1 3
10-T "recker — - - ~ — 1 - 1
4 T Trucks (3) 9 3 3 3 16 - 34

T Trucks (1) .3 1 - - L 1 9

L T Trucks (21) 63 10 3 9 19 13 110
3/l T Ambulances - - - -~ - - 2 2
Totals (39) | 117 28 25 30 | 48 9 257
105mm Hows (SP) - - - - 8 - — 8

o Guns, (din Tanks) — — - 17 - - - 17
¥mm (or Heavier) Guns| (10) 30 1 - - 4 - 35

(in Armd Cars) -
50 Cal MGs (18) 5h 10 I 16 17 - 101
30 Cal MGs (Co-axial)] (10) 30 1 17 — A - 52
130 Cal MGs (Veh & (15) 45 12 37 7 15 - 116

Grd 6t )
Bmm_Mortars [€)) 9 3 - - - - 12
Totals (56) ! 168 27 75 3L 40 - 341

k. UEADQUARTERS AND HEADGUARTERS AND SERVICE TROOP

CAVALRY SJUADRON, ARMORED DIVISION AND INFANTEY DIVISION

(Appendix 14, Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

HEADGUARTERS

Comd Section

1-Lt Gol, Comdr
l-Major, Ex O
1-Driver, amd car
2-Drivers, £ T fruck
2~Operators, radio
1-l{essenger
1-Orderly

1-Armd car
2-1 T Trucks

2-0fficers
7-Enlisted Men
3-Vehicles

S~-1 & Persornel Sec
1-lst Lt, Adj "7+ -
1-Lt, 880

1-W0, Personnel
l—M/Sgt, Sgt major
2-T/5, Clerks, typists
1-Glerk, mail
1-T/Sgt, Personnel
2~T/4, Classification
1-Clerk, records
2-Clerks, drivers, truck
1-Cpl, Sp service
1-Driver, chap asst
2-Drivers, & T truck

- 15 -



(k. Headquaerters and Headquarters and Service troop,
Cavalry Squadron, fraored Division and Infantry Diviaien, contd)

1-21 T Truck 1-T/sgt, Com
2—1% T Trucks 1-5gt, Car comdr
2- 3 T Trucks 1-8gt, lkisg cen chief
1-5zt, Msgr dispatcher
2-Ufficers 1-Cpl, Asst dispatcher
l~Tarrant Officer 2-Clerks, code
14-Enlisted Men 2-Drivers, armé car
5-Vehicles 1-Driver, pers carr
L-Drivers, # T truck
S5-2 Section L-llessengers
I-Capt, 5-2 , é~Cperators, radio
1-T/5gb, Int 1-Repairman, radio
1-Clexrk, tyvist 1-Sgt, Vire chief
1-Driwver, pers carr 2-{Operators, switchboard
2-Crierators, radlo 3-Linemen
1-Pers carr 1-Pers carr
2-Armd cars
1-Officer 4% T Trucks
5-Eniisted Men 1-%# 7 Truck, w/reel
1-Vehicle , 1-1} T Truck
G=3 Section Jeufficers
(Operations, Lu, 1&3) 31-Enlisted Men
1-Ms jor, S-3 9--Vehicles
1-Capt, Ln, asst 5~3
1-1st Lt, Ln & I&E Total ,. Headgquarters:
1-T/Sgt, Operations 10-0fficers
1-Draftsman 2-“arrant 0fficers
1-Clerk, typist 73-Enlisted Men
1-Driver, pers carr 25-Yehicles

2-Operators, radio
2-Drivers, z T truck
1-Fers carr

2-% T Trucks PROQP_HEADCUARTARS

3~0fficers Comd Sesction

8-inlisted Mem - T—Capt, @ondr

3-Vehicles 1-Bugier, driver

S-4 3ection 1-1 T Truck

l—-Capt Sy

110, Supply 1-Ufficer

1-T/Sgt, Supply 1-Enlisted Men

1-Sgt, Asst supply 1-Vehicle

2-Clerks, supply

4~Drivers, truck, light Adm, Mess and Supply 3ection
1-Lt Ly ox 0

2~2% T Trucks 1-1st Sgt

l—l% T Trucks 1-Cpl, Tr clerk

1- 3 T Truck : 1-o/apt. tiess
[{-CGOI(S

1-Officer 1-Ccoks' helper

1-Warrant Officer 1-5/8gt, Supply

g-%nlisted ‘en 1-Cpl, Supply asst

L=Vehicles 1-Armorer

. 1-Driver, truck light

‘Comuunications Platoon 7-Basics

1-Capt, Com O
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v (ke Heatlquarters.and Headguarters.and:8ervice Trdop,.
Cavalry Squadron, Armored Division znd Infaniry Division, contd)

1-23 T Truck, kitchen
1-24 T Truck, suppiy
1- & T Truck

1-0fficer
19-Bnlisted Men
3~Venicles

Maintenance Seciion
1-T/Sgt, motor
3-kechanics
1-Driver, sechanic

1-2,_%; T Truck
1- 5 T Truck

S5-inlisced Mern
2-Vehicles

Totai, Trecon Headguarters:
2~uificers
25=iinlisted MKen

6-Vehicles

VAINT.SNANC 2 PLATOON
1-Capt, iitr O
1-0, Asst AMbtr O
1-M/Sgn, iotor sgt
2-8/sgt, Crew chief

1-Cpl, Asst sgd ldr
3-Drivers, truck, light
13-hifleren & machine gunners

1-23 T Truck
2- £ T Trucks

20-Enlisted yen
3-Vehicles

TRANSPORTATION PL«TOCN
1-Lt, Trans O
1-3/Sgt, Trans
7-Drivers, truck, light
2-ngnclers, am

6-21 T Trucks
1- & T Truck

1-0Officer
10-Inlistoed Men
7-Vonhicles

TOTAL, HuALUUARTAaS
& SeiVIGs TLO0P:
14~0fficers

1-Atchd Chaplain
3arrant Cificers

401 LARTERS

1-Sgit, Hecovery vehicle comdr 157-inlisted Men

l-Lrivey, mecaanic

1-Sg-, "recker

1-Driver, mechanic
l-Driver, arad car
2-Operctors, radlo
1l-Driver, truck, light
1-Cnl, Parts clerk
1-Driver, asst parls clerk
z-Feldsrs (1L driver)
1-Clerk, tool
1-Driver, mechanic
1-Cleork, typist
l1-Armorer
6-iiechanics,. auto
a-sechanics, tank

1-Tanik recovery veh
1-107 Yregker
1-Armd car

- L T fTruck

3-2% T Trucks

1-Officer
1-"srrant Officer
25 Wnlisted den
T=Vonicles

Sscurity Section
1-8/5gt, Sec Ldr
2-3zts, Sgd ldrs

~E

48-Vehicles

SUlARY OF VIHICL s
~Armd cars

3-Pers carrs

16~2% T Trucks

h—l?:. T Trucks

19- 4+ T Trucks

1-10 T ¥recker
1-Tank recovery veh

SUuLALY OF ¥3APONS

T-37mm [or larger) guns {(dn arnd
cars)

17-.50 cal ¥MGs

L- .30 2 )

15-.30 cal is [veh-& gro. it)

.17 -



APPENDIX 15
(Report on Hechanized Gavalry)

EXAMPLES OF QPINIONS OF SENIOR CFFICENS CONCIRNING ORCANIZATION AND

EQUIFHENT OF MECHANIZED CAVALRY

(WOTE - Sources ars letters addressed to Ghief of Armored Section, the
General Board, in reply to requests for opinions, unless other¥ise
stated, ). . o :

(1)

(2

(1)

(2)

3)

(W)

a. Army Commanders

Lt Gen A. M. Patch, USA Clt, Seventh Army

U"Perhape the squadron should be given an additional troop
whose mission would be dismounted action only, I see no justifi-
cation for the organization of the group.

More attention wight be given to rocket fire from the armored
car and recoilless weapons could readily be used therefrom, The
assault gun troops should be equipped with the same type of weapon
as that of armored ficld artillery babtalions and its primary role
should be indircet fire,n

It Gen W. H, Simpson, USA 00, Ninth Army

WThe soluticon secms to be a medium sized unit capable of
great mobility, bub possessing enough penetrating power to secure
information. . . . I feel very strongly that we should return
to the regimentdal organization . . . and climinate the use of
group headquarters with attached squadrons., Two squadrons should
be assignod organically to a regiment and on such occasions when
an additienal squadron is needsd it may be temporarily attached
from another regiment, The regiment thus possesses the flexibil-
ity of organization now present in the group, and it has the i~
portant added advantages of permanence md the increased esprit
rosulting therefrom. The cavalry sguadron should be increased
by the addition of an organic troop of riflemen.t

b. Corps Comnanders

¥aj Gen John Millikin, USA CG, ILILI Corps

nThe thres-squadron regiment will give the commander a re-
serve ferce in order to influence offensive situations, or a
covering force for leap-frogging in delaying actions. . Since
there zre always two flanks to be covered, and sometimes a front,
three squadrons are essential if a force capable of independent
action is to be employed on each. Furbhermere, two sguadrons
should always be available to the commander for the major effort,
whether it be offensive, pursuit, exploibation, or delaying
action, or filling a gap. .« . . .V

Maj Gen J. A. Van Fleet, USA ¢, I1I Corps

1T think that the reconnaissance troop in the infantry divi-
sion should be the same as in the proposcd regimont, These
troops werg invaluable., I have yet to hear a division commander
fail to give this troop anything but the highest praise.t

Maj Gen C. R. Huebner, USA GG, V Corps
" . Therc should be about 65 men available to support

L)

each cavalry troop. . ., . I am afraid the rifle troop with the
squadron might be a 1little shord of manpower.m"

Lt Gen L. K. Truscott, Jr, USA GG, VI Corps

1As to armament and equip;ﬁent » I doubt the advisability of
going !whole hog' for either the armoved car or light tank at

-1 -
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)

(6)

(7}

(8)

the present timei . . . For the time being, . . . a proper ans~
wer would probably be a combination of both armored cars and
light tenks.m

Maj Gen 5. Leroy Irwin, USA CG, XII Corps

"I sce no necessity for 1light tank destroyers' if the M2l
light tank is available. . . I favor the inclusion of armored
infanbry, but I am not sure it snould be in the squadron, Possibly
one or two troops in regimental (group) headguarters, for attach-
ment as needed would be o solution. Pubtting infanbry in the squad-
ron might tend to clutter them up when mobility is paramount .. . .
I have noted a tendency to recommend elimination of the reconnais-
sance troop from the infantry division, I do not agrec to this,
as. I consider the troop invaluable in a division. Its orzaniza-
tion should conform to the other mechanized cavalry troops.n

Colonel Harry Knight, GSC C of 5, XVI Corps

UTt is helieved that the rogiment should consist of two squad-
rons. Each squadron should consist of the following units: three
cavalry trocps, one light tank troop, one assault gun troop, one
rifle troop (similar to armored infantry company) . . . In addi-
tion to the rifle troop . . it is recommended that a rifle squad
be added to cach recomnaissance platoon in the cavalry troop . .7

. "Liaison type aircraft are donsidered highly esschtial to the
efficient functioning of méchanized cavalry. .+ .. . Wire communi-
cations from the regiment to the squadren are considered essential
a.ild from the squadrofi to the troops arc considered highly desire
able,t .

"The pregent half track personnel carrier has proven to be
more dependable than full track vehicles and has fulfilled its
role in a satisfactory manmer, Howevor, an improved full track
personnsl carrier would have many advantages, particulerly in
cross~country mobility, over a half track vehicle, and should be
adoptod when it has been perfected sufficiently.!

Maj Gen Walton H. Walker GG, XX Corps

UTt is believed that experimentation with a suitable 2.05mm
Howitzer on a modified M~2l, light tank chassis (shonld) be conm-
ducted. In any case, it is strongly recommended that the vehicle
so developed not exceed 20 tons, It is also important that the
weapon furnished for the assault gun troop be a howltzer and not
a gun."

Ma) Gen E, N. Harmon -0k, XLIT Corps

4T believe the group should be abolished and that the regi-
mental organization should be re-~established. However, T ques~
tion whether or not each squadron should be administratively
complete. I think we are setting up too much of an overhead by
that. I believe one of the values of the regiment should be to
carry the overhead for the squadrons and that this overhead
should be possible of being divided so as to give the squadron,
when it acts independently, its proper share of the service for
supplies, etc. One of the values of the regiment is to consoli-
date supply, maintenance, ete. and thereby cut down the overhead
in the squadrons.!

Fach squadron should have . . . three recomnaissance troops,
one light tank troop, and an assault gun troop as at present. .
. . More than that makes an unwieldly organization. .. . I
disagree with a rifle troop, as . . . we will be organizing a
task force instead of a reconnaissance unit, I think thelje
should be tank destroyers in the regiment sufficlent to yive each
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(1)

squadron a platoon of five at least. I repeatedly had to bolster
up the mechanized cavalry groups either with tank destroyers or
medium tanks so as to give them gun power to meet the heavier
tank which they practically always encountered, When the enemy

is retreating and the cavalry is pursuing, if a few tanks or gself-
propelled guns are placed at advantagedus points, bLhey must either
be knocked out or the pursuit is stepped. Also, the cavalry is
called upon to cover the flanks and very frequently is atbacked by
small groups of heavy tanks which it must be able to destroy or
the flank will be penetrated.!

fI am in favor of the armored car with support of the light
tank. The armored car is silent, it is sploendid dgainst small de-
laying detachments of infentry and light armored vehicles, and the
light tank troops can furnish the punch necessary to get tho re-
connaigsance through. If the resistance is so heavy that it can-
not do the job, then heavier tank units must be brought up from
the rear.n

"I certainly would not use & full track vehicle for command
and personnel carrier work, I would have as few track vohicles
as possible of any kind."

¢, Division Commanders

Maj Gen I. D. White, USA CG, 2¢ Arnd Div

Extract from letter, Headquarters, the Cavalry School, 3 Nov-
ember 1945, to chief of mechanized cavalry subsection, Armered
Section, The General Board:

1T have no use whatsoever for the M-8 armored car and favor
a full tracked personnel carrier. « .« « « ¢ e e .
Thore is under development a full track carrier built in general
on the M-2L tank chassis and lmown..as the T16, ., ., . . .
I have proposed that they build a version of thls model for the
cavalry, but with a smaller body and providing for about a 12

.

. man load, as I do not believe reconnaissance clements can afford

to put so many men in one vchicle. My other principal non-con-
currence . , is in the addition of the so-called rifle troop.

« « . That was tried out back in 1940 and L1. T commanded a
reconnaissance battalion which was organized with twe reconnals-—
sance troops, a tank troop, and an infantry rifle company, and it
did not work out at all and the infantry compauy was converted to
forin a third reconnaissance troop. . . We should by all means go
back to the regimental organization which can be two or three
squacrons, but preferably two, since supporting troops will gon-
crally be added or atbached, and two squadrons reinforced is
plenty big cnough for any one man to handle.

"The cavalry mochanized unit must be trained and organized
for considerable dismounted action. Our present rcconnaissance
troop . + . does not lend itself to dismounted action., The bulk
of the troop is composed of crewmen, and , . . there is little
time to train them as riflemen for dismounted combat. The armor-
ed car is a fairly good moans of transporbation on. favorable
terrain and on roads until aimed enemy fire is brought against
it. Tt then has little value as a vehicle to support dismounted
action. . , . I belicve that we must have the bulk of the
personnel of the squadron capable of performing dismounted com-
bat effectively and supported by light tanks and assault guns.
I would, therefore, make the basic troop of the squadron a rifle
troop . . . and capable of golng anywherc that a tank con go and
thus giving considerable mancuverability te the riflpmgn before
they are required to dismount. . ... I do noi:, subseribe to the
principle of the necessity for huge cruising distances for mechan-
izod -cavalry vehicles, and T do not concur that quietness of oper-
ation is an essential for a mechanized cavalry vehicle, although
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(2)

(3)

(W)

des:].rable. « » o+ Any organization which does not provide for the
maxinum nur{lber of men available for dismounted combat is ineffic-
ient and will always require us. to call for additional infantry to
perform our own assigned mission.®

NOTE ~ Major Gencral ¥White's proposed squadron comprises & hcad-
quarters and service troop, thres rifls troops (each comprising
three platoons of six 1/l ton trucks and three armored personnel
cazrriors), two light tank troops and a support troop (comprising
gix vehicles mounting high-velocity weapons and six vehicles
mounting 10Smm howitzers).

Maj Gen John W, Loonard, USA CG, Sth Armd Div

"I am not favorably disposcd towards groups.- Theorotically,
they are a solution and maybe they save manpower. Fundamentally,
a man wants a home; a group or u sguadron wants a home. Iy ob~
servation is that the group is not a home - regimonts and squad-
rons arc. . « It 1s quite possible that over a long period of
peace—time training with groups this objection might disappear.

« « » Whether the groups, as organized due to their flexibility,
created a saving in manpower and utilizod the various battalions
or squadrons more efficiently can bo determincd from factual
datae o .M

"The quarter-ton truck should be armored to afford protection
on reconnaissance, . .« . The assault gun troop might well be
replaced by an armored rifle troop, perhaps with an 8lmm mortar
platoon. A& proportion of about one infantry platoon per recon-
naissance troop is needed.n

T am gtrongly in favor of replacing the armorcd car, M3,
with the mew light tank, M2L, , . I still believe that the prin-
ciple behind the development of the armored car, that is, a wheel-
ed vehicls with great mobility and some protected fire povier, is
gound, There is probably a place in the reconnaissance squadron
or troop for such a vehicle if one can be developed to mect the
desired spocifications, In considering whethoer the whoeled vehi-
cle is cssential, I feel this can he determined aftor. careful
analysis of recomnendations securcd from many sourcos. Then the
broakdown should be: Is it dosirable? Is it ossential? We are
prone to include many desirable clements that arc not essentials
T fusl we should prunc down to essantials.!

Ma) Gen QOrlando Ward, USA GG, 20th Armd Div

"Phe goneral organization of mochanieed cavalry units & o
is . . + sound, but equipment 15 not appropriate, . . . The M8
armored car should be eliminated. A full-track 105mm Howitzer .
on a Light tank chassis should be substitutod for tho 75mm assault
gun. All half-tracks should be changed to full-track vchicles.!

Maj Gen W, M. Robertson, USA CG, 2d Inf Div

UTL appears obvious that the principlus of administration
seb forth by the War Dopartient, which rosulted in efforts to
contralize administration of all separate units in armies, by-
passing groups and corps, has been proven faulty. Corps has of
nccessity been required to administer tho units under its com-
mand. . . . The group likewise has been reguircd teo administer
its squadrons and battalions with makeshift means, From an admine
istrative standpoint the control exercised by group heedquartcers
over any given assigmment of squadrons or battalions has neithor
boon succassful nor entirely satisfactory to the individual sol-
disr whosc esprit and whose will to fight have often heen mater-
ially affccted by frequent changes in opersiing headquerterse
Thesc faults often resulted in morale-shaking lossss of promotions
o which men wero entitled, in failure to process awards and
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decorations, in loss of certain privileges, and in other failures
which if overcome would operate to the conbinued support und bene-
fit of the individual. The regimental organization on the other
hend knits the squadrons together in a cooperative group, and
through such an organization, it is possible to procurc a consis-
tent poliecy with regard to administration and funetioning of the
- subordinate units; it further fosbers building up a strong and
active tradition and history which assists the individual in hig
efforts to absorb the shock of war. It does not materially mat-~
ter whether the name 'group' or 'regiment! bu usced, provided the
prospect of more or less permanent assigmment of units to head-
quarters be acccpted and that group or regimental facilities bo
madc-é avallable for the administration and comtrol of subordinato
units., o WM

"The regimental organization should provide for a hnodquerters
and headquarters troop, a service troop (which should likewise in-
clude maintenance elements cepable of supporting the organic squad-
ron maintenance sections), a troop or similar organization capable
of performing normal combat cnginecr tasks ond contoining light
bridging cquipment, and an anbulance company or cquivalent agency
similar to a collocbing company. The regiment showld definitely
contaln at least three cavalry squadrons, Operations on the con-
tinent have unquestionably demonstrated the necessity for preater
strength in the mechanized cavairy unit of the corps than has
been available, Furthor, the third squadron in the group would
provide an opportunity for rotation of elements for maintonence
not presently available., . . 0.

*The cavalry troop should contain in cach platoon at least
a squad of riflemen mounted in armored personncl carricrs to sup-
ploment and extend the activities of the mochanized cloements.
Howuver, there should be in the hand of the squadron comnonder a
riflc troop for employment as and where it might be necessary
within the squadront's zone of action.t

Wthe . . . cavalry . . . should be provided with vehicles of
low profileys low visibility, high specd, armor proof against small
arms firec, heavily armed wlth woapons now heing developed employ-
ing the recoilless principle, and aubomatic weapons, and having
ground prossures not excevding b to 5 pounds per square inch,
Cavalry so squipped should be employed in conjunction with dis-
mounted personnel carried in carricrs of the samc type who opor-
ato hand in hand, and by the enargy, viciousness and speed of
their attack defeat hcavily armorud units possessing lessor mobil-
ity., + o M

n1t is belicved that, with proper armament in the light tenk
troop and in the armored cars of the cavalry troop, tank destroy-
ar strength will nobt be necessary as soon as the new equipment
is provided. . . .M

wPho tuestion of personnel carriers and command vehicles being
_tracked or half tracked is a mabtor’ of development., , o None of
the full tracked personnel carriers or comiand vehicles have been
satisfactory for those requiremsnts now filled by the ha}i‘ track
. o » Our advontage in-inventive ingenuity will solve this pro-
blem. . o Insofar as combat experience hes indicated, the prasent
hilf track vehicle has furnished all the mobility necessary,”

Haj Gen Frank A. Keating, USA GG, 102d Inf Div

Tixtract from Action of Appointing Authgrity, Report of Pro-
ceedings of Board of Officers, Recomnendations for Changes in .
Tables of Organization and Bquipment, Hq 102d Inf Div, [ Oct 1945:

"Whether or not a cavalry reconnaigsance squadron (mechanlzed)

i ) i5as mocha-
should be substituted for the prescnt reconnaissance troop {
nizod) is o moot question. Asingle reconnilssance clement suchas &
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troop is definitely not adequote; while larger units are cumber-
sone, incredse supply ond wmaintenance problems, and ore general-
1y road-bound. Actually, we received little value from « « . &
the recommuissance troop during offensive operationg, The troop
proved lts worth on the defensive dus to its excellent ambo-—
matic weapons fire power, and as a reconnaigsance element in rear
of our advance slemsnis in searching for andlocating by-passed
cnemy forces. Mechonized cavalry, as we now know 1t, is not pro=-
perly organized or equipped to perform its iissions. Ve necd a
recormalssance unit of much more mobile form and with a greater
inerense of foot elementg. It must be able to fight dismounted
for informmation. The present types of armored vehicles canriot be
enployed against modern defenses, nor are they expacted to:
newertheless, their road-bound qualities and limited turn-around
range mckes them tobally unsuiteble and is a field of effort for
major improvemsnts, I favor a light reconnaissance battslion
with excellent crosg-country mob'ility, and one thot can be em-
ployed dismounted, if necessary, in offensive and defensive oper—
abiong., It mush be equipped with troop carriers and a small nume-
ber of light crmored vohicles capable of operation off roads.n




APPINDIX 16

(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

EXAMPIES OF OPINIONS OF OFFICERS YHO COMMANDED MRCHANIZED CAVALRY UNITS

IN COMBAT CONCHRNING THA ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT OF MECHANIZED

CAVALRY -

(NOTE - Sources are answers to questionnaires, unless otherwise

a.

stated, )

Mechanized Cavalry Group Commanders

(1) Col James H. Polk, Cay £0, 3d Cav_Go, Mecz

(a)

(b}

1) security platoon (for regimental headquarters) is es-
sential . . . . However, it should be a standard type platoon.
(For squadron headquarters) this is not {(a) pressing problem,
as tank, assault gun or reserve units are generally close by
for protection.”

"Most emphatically {(we should retain the srmorcd car).
Cur only excuse for exishance is to be faster and morc mobile

- than an armored division--we have now reached ocur top limit

on tanks.!

"Improve the half-track (as & command vehicle). Radio
recenbion will always be difficult in a full-track vehicle.!

Extract from letter, Hq 3d Cav CGp, 23 Oct 1945, to Chief
of Mechanized Cavalry Subsection, Armored Section, The General
Board:

1T think you should keep the two following factors in
mind: first, the danger of Dbecoming too heavy or too big and
thus trying to take over a job which an armored division might
bettor do and, sscondly, attempting to bc able to do svery-
thing, that is, assumc the functions of engincers, tank des-
troyers, and infantry. . . . L believe the reorganization
should be along the lines of a simple, clean cut, triangular
formation as follows: three sections to a platoon, three pla-
toons to a troop plus a mortar platoon, three troops to a
squadron plus assault gun and tank troops. The headquarters
troop of a squadron should be a small mobile unit along the
lines of the prescnt group headquarters, A service troop is
needed for administration and to oporate the rear echelon.
The question of morc manpower and spesifically more riflemen
is a pressing one and was constantly boefore all of us in com~
bat, However, I bclieve now that the proper solution to this
questlon is solved by the activation of an &8lmn mortar platoon:
This solution, although not actually increasing tho manpower
of the (cavalry) platoon, does permit rearming the platoon
properly and solves many of the difficult training problems of
a plﬂtoon leader, I believe the activation of an infentry pla-
toon or infantry company in the troop or squadron would make
us very unwieldy end let us in for a lot of missions we are
not preparcd to do., Our reconnaissance platoons did de the
job and did it well."
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(3)

(%)

(5

(&)

‘Lt Col Edward C, Dunn, Cav Ex 0, bth Cov Gn, Heez

"'Ihi.s group kept its old regimental band throughout combat, 2nd
got continuous valuable usc out of it, not only as a morel: tuilder,
but for strictly military duties as well,"

Col Edward ¥, Fickett, Cav €0, 6th Cav Gp, Moce

Sae Soction IV, Report Aftor Action Acainet Enemy, 6th Cavalry
Group, April, 1945, for a very thorough and sound ceverage of do-
ficiencios in present organization and equipment ¢f mechanized cav-
alry, and recommendations for changes. (NOTE - This mbcrial is
also containod in inclosure to AGF Report No 1007, 5 Juns 1945,)

Lt Col Robert J. Quinn, Cav C0, 15th Cav Gp, ¥ace

"I favor the (anti-~tank) gun on the light tark, e have our
artlllery in the assault gun. I sce no great adventage in adding
a tank destroyer clament to an already complicated group of vwshi-
cles and crews,!

My idca of an armored car is that of z radio carrier and light
fighting vchicle, with great mobility., If we add (an anti~tank)
gun (to the armored car%, we must necessarily rcducc its speed and
mobility because of the added weight and size,"

Colonel George W, Busbey, Cav ’ 60, 16th Cav Gp, Mecz

Extract from lettor, Hg 16th Cevalry Group, L December 1945,
to chief of mechonized cavalry subsection, Armored Section, The
General Board:

"The need for wheeled vehicles is constant, The need for track
vehicles is intermittent. At no time was the success of my mission
tlireatconed by the inability to maint2in and keep moving my wheeled
vehicles. But there were occasions when every tank of one of my
aquadrons was unable to move becauss of the sheer inability to find
time to change tracks, Had I boen equipped with nothing but track
vehicles, the combat efficicney of the group would have ceasad tem~
porarily. I continuously calewlated my mobility in torms of: "How
fast can I move my tanks?t--never, "Can I move mv armorcd cars?t
Until & tank is invented ov developed which can move on roads guiet-
1y, be maintained and driven with the case of a wheeled vehicle,
then I cannot agree that our basic vehicle should be the tanic,

Colonel Vennard Wilson, Cav C0, 106th Cav Gp, ecs

(a) tI pholieve that the squadrons should be administratively
independent. The regimental commander can alwz'.ys.control ad~
ministration to any extent nocessary. It is foolish Go have
all administration bottleneck through his hexdquarters, and
impracticable when squadrons arc widely separated, !

1le carried more mortars more miles and got ]._ess‘pay‘from
them than any other weapons, They are uscful prlma.rll:{ in
defense, too slow for offonse, The need of tho trocp is for
additional rifle strength, rot more mortar strength. Te pla-
toon should have onc supporting weapon, either a mortar or a
75mm recoilless rifle. The latter is toonew to appraise its

merits properly !

great deal of respect for and

"Contrary to many, I have a A

appreciation of tho capabilities of the armorod cRr M-
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(1)

is far from idcel, yot hes performed a great serviec for us,

The soldicrs themselves like it. Perhaps my appreciation of
the armorcd car 1s due to my mcthed of fighting, I inveriably
fought the reinforced troop, in which the armored cars acted

as the reconneissence agency of the troop, with the punch

coming from the tanks, assault guns, and one completcly dis—
mounted platoon. I can readily understand how those who do-
pended upon the armored car to carry the burden of the fight
felt the inadequacy of its fire pewer and its lack of cross-—
country mebility. Tho primary advantage of » whoeeled vehicle
is in its extended crulsing radius 2s compared to 2 track vo-
hicle, I feel that either a whocled or a track vehicle is
workable in the orgenizotion, =nd that future development

should be along the lines of a track vehicle with greoter
crulsing radius, The light tank would also bs o thoroughly
satisfactory vehicle, but would reguire nn additional wvehicle
within the platocn for gas supply. I also focl that the choice
of a vchicle depands upon operating conditions, Vhen I held
115 miles of flank of Third Army, with constant patrolling, the
armorad car was undoubtoedly superior. In the Feret De Parroy,
I would gladly have traded all my armored cars for light tanks.
Therefore I feel that we should specify an "armored vehicle!,
with the undcerstending that if we should have to go into action
at this time, we should take either the M-8 armored cor or the
¥-24 light tenk, in accordance with the onemy and terrain, and
that future develonment be g track vehicle,”

"Tha preportion (of individwsl wénpons) should be roughly:
80 rifles, nine corbines, nins sub-machine guns, two plstols;
total, 1CO,"

(v) . Soe also letter, Hg 106th Cav Gp, Mecz, 2 Nov 1944, to
CG, XV Corps, subject: UChangos in Equipment for 106th Cav-—
alry Group, Mechanimed® - (BOTE - This letter is an inclosurs
to AGF Report Mo 685, 26 Fubrusry 1945.)

Colonel Garnctt H, ¥Wilson, Cov ) €0, 115th Cav Gp, Mecz

Mith the addition of two rifle (troops) to the regiment (regi-
ment of two cevalry squadrons, cach similar tc prosent cavalry re-
cormaissance squadron, and one headgurrters squadron, ineluding a
service troop and twe rifle troops), all usuzl cavalry missicns can
be performed, Special missions will require attachments of othor
arms, « . « Ho will be properly cquipped to do more thon our share
of the fighting and at the same time have adequete stafils to employ
atbachmants of otheor arms for speeial missions and operations.! .

b. Mechanized Cavalry Reconnalssance Squadron Companders,

Lt Col John F., Rhoadas 00, Ath Cav Ren Sqa, Mecz

"The regiment is greatly preferable . . . . I watched the regi-
nental esprit completely disappear and be replaced by squadron com-
petition of an unhealthy type . . . ., with tihc result that, par-
ticularly administratively, the squadrons no longer helped each
other, despite the efforts of the two squadron and the group com—
manders.!

"Hobituslly, . . . the Ath Cavalry bad to commit both sgundrons,
with the result that neither sguadron was able to refit and train
replacements unless the entirs group was relieved. I know my casu~
2ltics were higher than necessary due to lack of opportunity to ab-
sorb replacements and due to fatigue of personnel,!
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"From our experience, regiment should be abla to lay 20 miles
of wire.n

"Corfmunit:&.tioflS seetion (in squadron headquartors) should in-
clude wirc section eapable of laying and mintaining at locst 10
miles of wire,"

"It is my opinion that a squadron maintenance section can be-
come familiar vwita the charicteristics of troop motor personnel,
drivers, and vohicles and consoquently give a more personal, in-
terested, and efficicnt service, 4 regimental section, . . woukd
deny to a squadron cemmanding officer froe cxercise of his command
function with respoet to maintenance, Regiment should have suf-
ficient personncl to pernit the regimental {commender) to exercise
supervision and control,!

"Squadron (commander) should have control, supervision, and
complete freedom of commend with respect to his supply. Rogiment
8-4 scction should have aduquate personncl to permit complete super—
vision 2nd maintenanco of records of squadron supsly activity and
situation.”

"In our uxperience 2 wheeled vehiele is preferable to a tracked
vehiicle.  In the pursuit across France and Belgium the squadron wis
never delayed or stoppad duc to vehicle failure; howevor, the light
tanks had to be repeatodly left behind for maintonance, change ef
tracks, ctc, In addition, in pursuit, a typical cavalry role, road.
mobility, dependability cnd quict operation is more valuable than
eross country mobilily. “hen the latt:ir is nceded, the tank troop
carrying dizaocunt.d perscnnel from the rifle troops, produces suf-
ficient mobility."

Y(If a lisht weipht 105mm 3ssault zun is not developed, it is
desired to retain the M-f asssult gun.) Upon several occasions a
battery ol amcred fizld artillory (sclf-propelled) was atbached to
tho squidren; (and) it wes found that supporting artillery should
have a wide traverse, as the troops werce habitually widely separated
and firc had to b delivered rapidly on twe or morc iroop sectors
almost aimudtaneously. . . . The ¥-4 tank mounting the 105mm howitw
zer (is) too slow, Lo heavy, Soveral timos medium tanks wore at-
tached to my sousdron, Tach time, even though the rate of march
decreascd belou thot dosired, to accomodate tho medium tanks, the
mediwns still burncd out bogies and had othor maintenance failures,*

YThore is o definite need for o light-weight tracked vehialle, .
armed with o hish-velecity ansi-tank gun; however, it is oy opinion
that the role of tonk dusiroyer should romain with tank dsstroyer
units, and that a battalion should be attached to the regimental
tnsk forco ns neoded. Prorer tsnk destroyor cmployment calls for
depth of woapons wiich meons that oo many of those weapons rlnust‘be
oavailabice for tais rumber to he supelicd by the few that it is feas-
ibleo to incorporats orgonicilly in the regiment.®

"ife travelsd o good penny combat milos - from Normandy through ’
Gormany -~ and I nover feit or heard of the naed 'i‘or armor plate om
the jeep., The first burst uswally misses, and without armar plats
thero is ne tendency to huddle behind the jeep - it isnlt meant tio
be a tark, armorcd car, or large gun platform. v

"I don't think much of the carbine - I wither want to shoot ac-
curitely at mid or long range, or cles I want to put out ma.xi;num
firc power of heavy slugs of short range; i,e., do awsy with tl,he
carbine and arm witn the M~1 rifle or a lightweignt 'tommygunt.
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(3)

(4)

The of ficors should have pistols and will usually pick up a rific or
tommy gun as needed." )

"Half track is preferable (as a) personnel carrier and commend
vehicle. (They) must be able to roll with the Armored cars and
Jjeeps: Cross country mobility of half track is sufficient for this
purpose,”

"The only deficiency in T/0 that ever presented unduly difficwli
obstacles was the lack of dismountod rifle strength and a means of
rapid communication when dismounted. We need bedly an increase in
rifle strength, wire communication, and light, pack-typas, portable
radios like the infantyy SCR 300. . . . The other deficiencies. . .
wWere by no means insurmiountable, . , , An increase in rifle strength,
and a three squadron regiment which would have pormitbed reascnable
and normal rotation and rest, would have saved my orgonization casu-
alties which resulted from fatigue and from an understrength batte-
lion boing called upon to do a regimental size job, . . . I do not
believe that any drastic changes are either necessary or desireable.t

Lt Col Lawrence E, Schianser, Cav €0, _19th Cav Rcn Sa, ecz

"It is believed that a four cavalry troop squadron, with ap—
propriate increnscs in the tenk and assault gun troops, is neces—
sary for any mechanized unit, this in order tc previde proper main-
btenance of vehicles and equipment. It has been the experience of
the undersigned that cavalry units ~re scldom pulled sub of the
line for maintenance, rest and rehabilitztion and (that) therefore
(thesc activities) must be carried on in the forward arcas, to the
debriment of this work.: A four cavalry troop squadren would ¢nable
the squadron to continue to cover the frontages which have normally
becn assignoed, and still hold one troop and a portion of the spe-
clal troops tc the rear to accomplish these important functions.™

Lt Col Frederick H. Gaston, Cav €0, 24th Cav Ren So, Iecz

UIf more (dismounted) strength (than the equivalent of one
trocp) is necessary for a mission, I faver attaching an infantry
company or battalion. . . , (The rifle strength should not boc added
as cne troop 4n squadron, because) although this would be ideal for
purpesos of defense and ottack, I fesl sure this troop weuld be
forced to boar tho brunt of tho fighting and casialties, and con-
soquontly would go downhill fast in any protrcctod campaign,

"In a normel artillery role, (the limited traverse of the 1437
howitaer motor carringe) is sufficiept. Even wit‘r} 3600 traverse,
picces in battoery must be moved for large deflection chonges.

"In general, I am cgeinst adding spccialized wapons or services
to the cavalry organically, and in favor of attaching thom as noeded.
A normal number of attachnents for (any given) theater will soon be-
come SOP, and if the same units remain together they become teams,
And when reinforcements or special equipment are nceqed, it can be
obtained through the headguartcrs of the attached unit, thus making
for a more flexible tcam,"

Lt Col Thomas B. Hargis, Gav €0, 424 Cav Ren Sq, Mcez

UThe half trock vehicle mokes an ideal personncl cafrierﬁ. .
The present or an improved half track vehicle mokes an excﬁ}l*ent
command vehicle. A full tracked vehicle is not necessary.
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(6)

(7

(1)

Lt Col Charles J, Hodge, Cav €O, 117th Cav Ren Sg, Mecs

"I submit that the very fact that dismounted riflemen wers so
obviously needed by sgquadrons as a unit and not as extensively by
platoon as & unit, mekes the addition of & squad to the platogn
most restrictive in rclation to the use of the rifle e¢lanent by a
(higher) commander,"

Lt Col Jeff Hollis, Cav €0, 125th Cav Ren Sa, Meez

"I favor an organization, from platoon up to and including the
regiment, with one~third of the line units being riflemen; i.c. one
rifle (squad) por (cevalry) platoon, one riflc platoon per cavalry
troop, cno rifle troop per cavalry squadron, one rifle squadron per
regimont. . . . I favor (& regiment of) two (covalry) squadrons and
one riflc squadron, (The cavalry squadron would comprise, in addi-
tion te the light tank and assault gun troops, two cavelry btroops
and) one rifle troop (organized with , , . two rifls platoons, one
cavalry platoon, and onc weapons. platoon), {The riflc squadron
would include) two rifle troops and one cavalry troop (comprising
two cavalry platoons and one rifle nlatoon).!

It is my opinion thot development of arms and couinment cn—
visioned and cxperimentod with during labter months of this war
will be carried on to completion within the noxt few years, I,
therefore, feel that any reorganization cgreed upon should speci-
fieally point out that such crganization must be considered enly
tomporary and subject to change as developments oceur in equipment
and arms. I believe a set-up which increascs the proportion of
riflemen to a minimum of onc riflc unit to cach two mechanized .
units will be basically sound; and around such an organization,
any improvements in equipmont and arms can be utilized efficiently.®

Lt Col Anthony F, Kleitz, Cav €0, 125th Cav Rcn Sa, Mecz

Tt is belioved that the rifle squads could be given the same
basic training as the cld pioncer and demolition squzds and could
thus implemunt the attached enginocers.t

"Six and cight wheeled armored cars have been built and tested
thoroughly by the Americons and Germans. Two very bod di§:‘.dvan-
tages have appeoared in all srmored cars, very poor flotation and
very poor mancuverability, The first cannot be ramedicd except
hy adding trocks or approcicbly lightoning the armer. Kancuver-
ability can be completely romedied by mochanical means, but so far
thuse means are not rugged enough, small enough, or simple cnough
for military usagc. . . o It is bclioved that ., o the anrov?d
light tank will have the required anti-tank gon 28 weoll as a high~
spsed silent track (or a dotachable track). . . .The desircd vehicle
ts moro of an M2y (Light tank) with cortein armored cer fcaiiurcs
(silent movemont and high road specd) rather than an ammored csu"
with (attachoble) tracks snd greatly increased manouverability .’

¢. MNochanized Cevalry Reconnaissance Squadron Comnanders, Armorcd
Divigzicn.

Lt Col George G. Benjamin, Cav €O, 85th Cnv Ren Sq, liect

Cavalry Platoon

WA sommand scction of one armored car and one 1/l ton trucle;

and two cavalry sections, esch with cne armored cor, one infantry
LT

4 - 1
squad (in amoroed persomscl carrisrs), and one 1/4 ton truck,
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(2) Lt Col Harry C. Frindle, Cav CO, 86th Cav Ren Sq, Mecsm

" should like to see the tanks and assault guns {or better,
tank destroyers substituted for asseult guns) an organie part of
the troop. The troop commander is the one that must fight them
when the chips are down, and better tsam work, spirit and coopera-
tion could be attained if they were organic, I belisve there
should be four cavalry troops. . . . Our assault gun troop proved
to be only artillery and attached artillery was probably more ef-
ficient because they had forward cbservers and ):f.ml’1 cement s, plus
proper. transportation, !



APPENDIX 17

(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

MECHANTZED CAVALRY ORGANIZATIONS PROPOSED

BY HEADQUARTERS FIRST, THIRD AND SEVENTH ARMIES

a. Headquarters First Army.

(L) & reconmended table of organization for mechanized cavalry
was issued by Armored Section, First Army, on 1 karch 1945,

(2) The proposed organization differed from the organization now
existing, essentially as follows: )

(a)
(b)

(e)

(a)

(e)
(£)

Regiment (of two squadrons).
Following administrative activities centered in regiment:
perscennel (personnel section, regimental headquarters and
headquarters troop); medical (regimental medical detach~
ment, with squadron sections).

Security ("combat") platoon and squad in regimental and
squadron headquarters, respectively.

Rifle ("support") squad ("section") in reconnaissance
platoon, including two BAR men,

Command vehicle in each troop headquarters,

Wire to squadron level,

b, Headguarters Third Army.

&9

(2}

(a)

(b)

(e)

A board of officers met at Headguarters, Third Army, on
1 June 1945, and proposed changes in the existing tables
of organization and equipment for mechanized cavalry,

The composition of the board: Colonel Vennard Wilson, CO,
106th Cavalry Group; Colonel Lawrence G, Smith, CO, 1lith
Cavalry Group; Colonel Charles H. Reed, CO, 2d Cavalry
Group; Colonel J. H. Polk, CO, 3d Cavalry Group; Lt Col
Paul L. Surke, Executive Officer, 102d Cavalry Group.

The findings of the board were: approved by Headquarters,
Third Army, and were recommended by Headquarters, 12th
Army Group, for study (see copy of forwarding letter and
extract from indorsement, atbached to this appendix as
Annax 4 (1)); referred by Headquarters, European Theater of
Operations, to the Genersl Board, for study.

The essential changes which were proposed were:

(a)
(b)

(e)

Regiment (of two squadrons) te replace group.

Car, half~track, to replace: armored car, utility, M-20;
two armored cars, M8, in each reconnaissance troop head-
quarters. )

Platoon of six tank destroyers to be added to light tank
company. .
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()

(e)
(£3
€3]
(n)

(4)

(3)

Rifle troop (armored infantry company, le
55 AT plat
to be added to squadron, v platom)

105mm assault gun to replace 75mm assault 2un,
Wire to squadron level.
SCR 528 to replace SCR 510,

Additional 2 1/2 ton trucks in regimental and sguadron
headquarters,

ngl%.owing to be added to regimental headquarters: three
liaison planes; security platoon; two liaison officers;
two SCR 499,

Following changes in réconne.issgmce troop: light truck
added; four SCR 300 added; rifles increased, and carbines
decreassd, 200 percent.

c. Headguarters Seventh Army.

(1) (a)

(b)

A recommended table of organization for mechanized cav-
alry was issued by Armored Section, Severth irmy, on
1 September 1945,

This table of organization resulted from a conference of
combat-axnperienced mechanized cavalry officers conducted
on 24 August 1945, For attendance at this conference,
see list, attached to this appendix as Amex 4 {2).

(2) The proposed orpanization differed from the organization now
existing; essentially as follows:

(a)
(b)

{¢)

(a)

(e)
(£

(1)
{3
(k)

Regiment, of three squadrons.

Following administrative activities centered in regiment:
personnel {persomel section, regimental headquarters and
headquarters troop); medical (regimental medical debach-

ment, with squadron sections),

Following added to regimental and squadron heac.lquarters:
gecurity ("combat") platoons; air liaison sections; four
and three liaison officers, respectively,

Following changes in cavalry troop: light tank to re-
place armored car; rifle section (twe squaca, including
two BAR men)} added to cavalry platoon; mortars organized
into a platoon; command vehicle provided.

Light tank company eliminated.

Following changes in assault gun troop: name changed to
support troop"; six high~velocity self-propelled guns
ndded, organized into three platoons.

Wire to troop level.

SCR 522 (VHF) for squadron beadquarters and SOR 499 for
headquarters of squadron in armored division.

Carbines replaced by rifles.
SCR 300 added and SCR 510 eliminated.

Number of cargo vehicles increased.



ANNEX A
(Appendix I7, KReport on Mechanigzed Cavalry)

(1) COVIRING LETTER AND FIRST INDORSEMANT TO RAPORT OF BOARD OF

MeCHANTZED CAVALKRY OFFICERS, HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY, 1 JUNE 1945

HEADCUARTERS
THIRD UNITED STATZIS ARMY
APO 403

AG 320.2 Cav GNMCC 3 June 1945

SUBJECT: Re-Organizabion of Mechanized Cavalry Units - Changes in
Fxisting T/0 and 7/E of Mechanized Cavalry,

TO : Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, Vashington, D, C.
(Thru Channels).

1. I corcur without rescrvation in recommended changes of Mechan-
ized Cavalry as contained in the inclosure,

2. I strongly urge that vigorous action be taken in the immediate
future to finalize the orgenization of the "Cavalry Regiment (Mecz)! so
that Mechanized Cavalry can even more efficisntly serve the large com-
mands during the present or any other war, ’ ’

/s/ G, 5. Patton, Jr,

/t/ G. 5. PATTON, JR:

General, U. S, Army
Commanding

322 (¢-3) 1st Ind
Hoadquarters, 12th Army Group, AP0 655, U. S, Army, 13 June 1945,

TO: Commanding General, European Theater of Operations, APO 887, |
U. S. Ammy.

1. The recommendations contained in the attached Board [eport re~
present changes the need for vhich has made itself felt in combat in
this theater, as ovidenced by the fact that previously submltted recom—
mendations have includad many of the changes proposed in the ‘inclosure,
It is polnted out, however, that the propesed organization and equipment
for the scavalry “regiment! and sguadron are predicated on the assumption
that the missions performed in this theater can now bs considered normal
to mechanized cavalry units,

2, This headquarters feels that all the recommendations contained
in the basic communicstion have merit, but believes that the extent to .
shich they should be adoptod depends upon the future organization of the
army and thc contemplated role of mechanized cavalry. The organization
and equipment proposed definitely incrsase the capabilities of the pre~
sent cavalry group, making it a light counterpart of the combat command
of an armored division. Recommendations to effect such a reorganization
must take into consideration the contemplated future organization of the:
army. . -

3. It is rocommended that the attached Board Report be held for
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study ]?y 1‘:he board which it is understood your headquartsrs conte
<astabl:.s}'111:1gj or forwarddd for study by appropriats Yar Departmant
cies. It is furbhér recommended that the rifle troop for the son

be considered for inclusion in the squadron organic in the zr"orm divi-

sion.

% % =
¥ e *

%

FOR THE ARMY GROUP COMMANDSR:

/s/ €, B, landon

/t/ C. R. 14poh

Colenel, AGD
Adjutant Gensral

(2) LIST CF OFFICERS ATTEMDING CCNFZRENCE ON MICHANIZED CAVALEY AT

HEADQUARTARS, SEVENTH ARuY, 2k August 1943

Name

Colonel George "7, Busbey
Colonel John C, Macdonald

Colonel Charles B, McClelland
Colonel David Wagstaff, Jr.
Lt Col A, D, Hulse

1t Col Thomas 0, Rooney

It Col E, C, Dunn

Major W. E. Hudson

Major Thomas H. Stewart
Major George W, Hidenook
Major Charles W. Bennington
Major John M. Brown

Ma jor Bverett E. Orman
Major Charles J, Girard
Major Richard L, Bradley
Ma jor Howard C, Bons

Major James W. Cocke
Captain B. 4, Douglas
Captain G, R, Duon

16th Cavalry Group, Mecz

hsst Div Commander 78th Inf Div,
(Formerly with 4th Cav Gp, lecs)
101st Cavalry Group, lscz

15th Cavalry Group, liscs

113th Cavalry Group, HMecw

8lst Cav Ren Sg, Mecz, lst Avmd Div
hth Cavalry Group, lse

17th Cav Ren Sq, Hecsz

28th Gav Ren Sg, Mecz

92d Cav Ren Sg, iecz

85th Cav Hen Sq, Meses

117th Cav Ren Sq, Mecz

125th Cav Ren Sg, Mecz

82d Armd Fon Bn, 2d Armd Div.
834 irmd Ren Bn, 3d Armd Div,
759th Light Tank Bno,

Armd Ssction, He Seventh Army
G~3 Section, Hg Seventh Army
4th Cavalry Group, liecz



APPENDIX 18
(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

SEWMARY OF OPINIONS (from guestionnaires)
MEQHANIZuD CaVallY ORGANIpA-10M

ATmy
Coxps iiscz Hecs
and Jav Cav 2en
. . Ang~ Div " Group  Sguadron
_ wuestions wers Comdrs  Comdrs Comdrs Others TCOTiL3
&. Siould nmecu cav regt YES i8 13 10 5 a5
replace mecy cav grounp? e} 0 0 0 o] 8l

b, Fow many sguadrons THRER 1C 8 5 H 25

) ghould there be.in regt? ™0 7 5 4 2 18

C. {1)Shoulc1 rifls strength TS 19 12 10 5 48
be added %$o mecz cav? ¥0 - 0 1 0 o] 1

(2)sbould a rifle troop Y43 14 9 9 3 35
be addsd to squadron? e} % 4 5 1 13

{3)snould rifle strength . Yas ] iz T 1
be added to cav plat? fike] 1 1 1 3

(4)should rifle strength . 1ES 1 0 2 3
be added ws platoon 0 12 11 & 29
iu_agv troop? ) :

d. Should tank troop be. ., 7YES 6 13 il 5 3o

retained 1n sguadron? (o] 0 0 1 2 3

B. Should assault gun YEs 15 13 15 & 51

troop Le rebained in O 2 0 0 0 2
squasdron? .

T.(1)paould squsdron in 153 4 10 12 4 30
regt- be sdministra- i 5 3 3 4 5
tively self sufficient? — -

{2)should there be a .
‘service troop in . 14
{a) Regiment? YES 5 4 3 e “
KO 3 9 il z 2’%
Squadron? YES 2 0 G
(b) quadron ‘ 10 5 15 11 5 54
C & Bhoald there be a - - YES 2 5 g 4 52
pionser eloment within WO 3 8 6 4 €
ragt or eguadron? ) 5
h. Should wecurity splat YES 12 15 l‘é 5_,9‘
be provided for regt .. = FO t !
and squadron hqs? 3 3
i. Bhould tuere be a a8 4 ! 3 1a
mortar platoon in io ? 7 S
cavalry troop? : 5

J. Should there ve & = IES ’ z % g g 32'2

2-2latoon i 807 ‘i’nile tnig guastion . was not girectly

2 agked in
k. Should grouand liai~ - - of the

son sectioms be in- questionneirey more than 50 per cent

rs included request for an increagé, in

sreased? Answers : :
ssed } o bota regimentzl and sguadion mg__—-———@.—*
1. Should there be & . YES I i

band _in rext? - —— 0
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Army

Corps Mecz lieca
and Cav Cav Ren
Ans- Div Group Squadron
_ngs’qi_or}s wers (omdrs Comdrs Comdrs QOthers TOTALS
m. Should cavslry with
armored divisionbe
{1) a Normal
Sguadron? 3 5 2 12
2) An Augmented )
( ) Squadron? 7 7 16 30
n. Should czvalry with
infantry division be:
(1)Cavalry Troop? 2 0 2 4
(2)Reinforced Cav 4 2 9 15
Troop?
(3)Cavalry Squadron? 10 9 8 27




APPENDIX 19
{(Report on Mechanized Cavalry)

HISTORIChL EXANPLy OF ENILOYMENT OF 316TH PROVISIONGL

MECHANIZED CiViaLRY BRIG.DE IN COMBEAT

on 8 Merch 1945, the 3d Csvalry Group of the ¥X Corps, composed
of the 3d and 43d Cavelry Reconnaissance Squedrons, wes in the arca
gouth of the MOSELLE River just east of TRIER (WL2129), It wss in the
process of teking over the positions held at thet time by the 417th
Infentry Regiment; and for the next few deys it wes meinly ocoupied in
securing & suitable line of departure for participsting in sn offen-
sive operation being prepared by the corps,

In order to mssemble the 94th Infentry Division in prepsration for
this offensive, XX Corps was obliged to leave & wide gep between its
left (north) flenk snd the XII Corps, then north of the LOSELLE River.
Meohanized cavalry was the idewl srm with which te fill this gep and
to conduct an offensive in this zone. To pugment the mechenized cav-
alry strength of the corps in preparation for such on operstion, there-
fore, Third irmy sttached to XX Corps an additionnl group, the 16th,
composed of the 16th and 19th Cevelry Recomnaissunee Squsdrons. 4s
this pgroup hed hed no previous combat experience, and in order to in-
sure coordination of the mechonized cavalry effort, the corps commens
der decided to form, for the execution of this mission, & provisional
cavalry brigede, and to give it the experienced lsadership of Colonel
Jemes H. Polk, Commending Officer of the 3d Cavelry Growp. Accordingly,
by corps order deted 9 Meroh 1945, the 316th Provisionsl Cavelry
Brigede, comprising the 3d and 16th Cavelry Groups, was constituted,
hlso atteched to ithe brigade were the 24lst Field irtillery Battelion,
the 245th Engineor Combat Battalion, Compeny i 818%th Tenk Destroyer
Buttalion (self-propelled) and on sir support party. The 416th Field
Artillery Group was to be in direct support and the 5e8th Field
Artillery Battelion in genersl aupport.

The mission of the brigade was to stteck in comjunction with
the corps, protecting XX Corps' north flank, and to meantain contact
with the 94th Infentry Division on the south., The projected date for
the mttmck was 13 March. The 16th Cevalry Group, upon its orrivel
from VECKERING (WQ0484) on 12 Mevch, wes given the mission cf taking
over ‘the right of the brigade ssctor from the 43d (svelry Reconneissance
Squadron end of maintaining contact with the 94th Infrutry Division.
Accordingly, on the day preceding the atteck, the brigede wes disposed
with cavalry groups abresst, the 16th Cevalry Group on the %"ig,ht. In
gach proup, squadrons were disposed abreast, so that the brigeds froz}t
was, in order from right to left; the 16th and 1gth Cavelry Keconnais-
sance Squadrons, from the draw et (WL2723) on the south (the north
boundery of ‘the zone of action of the 24th Infantry Division), north
bto the RUWER River; ond the 43d and 3d Cevalry Reconneissance Sguadrons
from the RUMER River north to the MOSELLE River, The width of the
fromt was opproximetely seven miles.

The primarily dismounted phose of the atteck began on 13 March_
end continued through 16 Merch. As it progressed, the 4}d Cavalry ke~
connnissance Squadron was pinched out and pussed into b?lgade res»:rva,
its secltor being tsken over by the 16th Cave.lry Recomneissance Squadron.
When the odvsnce resched the RUWER River, all bridges were f‘oundjdes-G
troged, but the $4th Infantry Division discovered ¢ ford near GMZBgRo
(WL2720). On 14 ond 15 March, the 15th Cavalry Recomnaissance qua ; n
succeeded in crosaing tenks at this ford to support its dismounted &t~
APPENDIX 19
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teck on SOMMERST (WL2024) and MORCEEID (WL2826), 0n 16 and 17 Merch,
when the 94th Infentry Division hed token REINSFELD (WL3820), the 43d
Cevelry Reconnelssence Squadron wes sent mounted, across the ford, to
attock north from thet point. By the end of the day, 17 Merch, it
had advenced as far north and cest ss BURTSCHEID (WLa426).

The terrein in the zone of action of the brigade, in the foothills
of the HUNNSERUCK Mountsins, was found difficult for mechanized cavalry
operetions. The streams and high, heavily-woodsd ridges . ran generally
north and south, perpendicular to the direction of sdvence. icoordings
1y, the enemy's defensive snd deloying tectics were fovored snd he wos
efforded wicellent obssrvetion posts for directing his ertillery fire.

In the ntinck, the main effort was inveriebly made with the cove
alry roconneissance troops advencing dismounted, closely supported by
the llght tonks, tank destroyers and enginsers, The light tenks and
tenk destroyers were brought up in defilsde and supported the atteack
with fire or stoocd by for use in the sssault. The attached cngineers
were employed with the ocovelry troops in the removel of rosd hlocks and
in the clesring of mine fields. The sssault guns were generally oms
ployed in battery, in close support of the sitack; and through the sir
gupport party, abttecks by light bombers sgeinst enemy-occupied towns,
prior to their being assaulted by the mechanized eavelry, wire prranged,

In the ssseult, mochenized ocvelrymen, mounted on tunks, were em-
ployed in the sams moanner as banke~infentry teams. When = town or high
ground wag seized, it was immedistely orgeaized for all-cround defense.,
&8 the roads were opensd, by the cepture of the towns snd high growd
along their routes, the mechsnized oevelry broops were able to send
ropidly-moving mounted tecms to oubt off and heress the retresting enemy,

On 18 March, the corps offensive hoving been successful ond the
enemy heving storted o withdrawel along the entire front, the provi-
sional cuvalry brigade wes dissolved, The 34 Cevalry Group, which had
been committed for over three months without rest, wos withdrawn to
TRIEL in SHARF reserve, snd the 16th Cavolry Group assumed full respon-
81bility in the zone,

Thus, over & period of eight deys, s mechenized cavalry brigade
hed fought on & soven mile front, sgainst stiff opposition and over
difficult terrsin, to advance ten miles while inflicting many casusl-
ties ngainst the enemy. 4sn importent road, running through the zone,
hed been opened, and the way had been clerred for a combet commend of
the 12th Armored Division to exploit the 94th Infentry Divisionts
attack.
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“APPENDIE 20
(Report on Hechenized Cavalry)
CAVALRY BRICADE
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(Report on Mechanizsd Cavalry)

SUMMARY OF OPINIONS (from

Quest jonraires)

MECHANTZED CAVALRY FQUICWANT

. Army

1 H - ]
i i i .
] {Corps | Mecz | Mecz )
| tand | Cav : Cav Ren !
. iAns-  Div  , Group Squadron - :
Juestions _wers | Comdrs | Comdrs Comdrs . Others  TOTALS
a, Should armd car be . YES 8 : 9 11 5 33
retained in cav tr?  'NO 9 o2 5 3 19
b, (1) Is it essentizl that : | - ) T
light weignt 105mm ‘YES © 17 ¢ 8 | 13 RS Y
assault gun be devel~ ; i ! !
oped to replace 75mm =NO il d 3 : 0 o L
how. carriage M8?7 i : i ‘ !

(2) Bhould such assault ' YES LB 7 H 1 1l
gun have open turret? NO ¢ g ' g 5 16

(3) Pending such develop—M-37 | 9 7 3 19
ment, what 105mm how, i !
carriage shoilld re- |M-i Pl 7 2 10
place 75mm? : i ;

e, Is it essential that i‘XEs .9 2 5 2 8

a tank destroyer be ! i

developed for mecy “NO i 3 8 ' 9 5 25 ;

cav? : i :

d. (1) What vehicle should WHET‘L; .5 T8 3 T
be used as mortar H/T - 3 2 9
carrier? “F/T ; 1 L 3 g !

(2) ¥hat vehicle TWHESL; 1 . 0 0 0 1
should be used as JH/T 4 o2 3 3 0 g
personnel carrier? rF/T ] 8 11 7 37 i

(3) Wnat vehicle should meLi 10 0 0 1
be used as CP ve~ H/T I v 8 A 4 20
hicle? ‘F/T 49 3 . 10 L 26

e, Should # ton truck SYES ., 8 .1 8 28
be armored (wind~ i
shield T;\I/Wings)? ‘NO . L ' 3 1l g
£. (1) To what extent should K e
issue of carbines be ; 80% 82% 92% 1 85%
decreased? ;

(2) To what extent should e Replace
issue of rifle, M1, © arbines :
be increased? . ;

(3) To what cxtent should. Yl:-u . Increase to include all officers, j 27
pistols, cal .45, be NO sgts and tank crews? | 6
issued? ; — | 1

(5) Should Lssue of SU0 INCREASED? j >
be: DACREASED? i 8

) UNCHANG=D? 11

2. To what level shouid  .6q4 . & . 0 ! O 0 g

wire coms be pro- ‘CTR ¢+ 3 .9 ‘ 4 2 20

vided?# CPL O . 3 i 6 . 20

fi, How many lisison "REGT + 5 ] 3 ¢ 3 3 3
aircraft should ] ! i '

there be in: 30 Iz ! 2 i 2 1 2

3* NOTE:

36 officers favored wire communications to include pl"nocn in
assault gun troop.
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PPFEDIY 22

( REPORT ON WECHANTZED CAVALEY )

APS IGNHENT AND ATTACHMENT OF MEOHAWIZED GAVALEY GROUES 4MD SEPARATE

MECHANIZED CAVALAY RWECONNATISSANCE SCUADLONS I EULOPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS

Date COPS TC WHICH ATTACHED
Entered
Active CAMPAIGKS
Normally. | Combat ! =)
3 n 3 el = %
atchd In ET0 CArmy(les) to which| 8 14 4 E E % % T
Growvp |8gs Ae Group | Assigned E E% = = a5
S |E3B3 By 9 | &=
= B R [ [$xa)
2nd 19 Jul 44 | THIID ADSEC! VIII XIT { XII XII
XIr XX
2nd THIID ADSEC| VIIT XIT ¢ XIT XII
XII po s
42nd THIID ADSEC] VIII] XIT | XII XIx
XTI XX :
3rd 10 Aug 44 |THLD bad | XY X
3rd THILD hos ho's XX XX
XIT
43rd THIAD. hod XX X XX
Ath 18 Jun 44, |FIRST VIT VII VII | VII Vil
4th FLLST JIL Vil VII | VIL Vit
24th FLAST ' VIT VII vII | vir 4 viI
&ih 2 Aug 44 (THIED Lrmy | Army IIT | VIII |VIII
tth THLD Army | Army TIT | virl | vIIT
28th THILD Ay | Army IIT §VIID | VIII
q.1th 14 Dec 44 ININTH X1IT ‘XIII
3éth WINTH ¥ILT | ATII
Adth NINTH XITI XIII
q4th 11 Dec 44 (FIRST. (until 18 Apr) frIT| ®vIIIj III
THILD B ‘ Iir
16th FIHST (until 18 Apr) VITT IVIIL | IIT
THILD T
3and FIRST (umtil 18 Apr) VIIT| XVIIT| 111
STHIRD - 1t |

e e
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Date CORPS TO WHICE .TTCHED
En‘bered
Active CAMPAIGHNS
NormallyfCombat - v B =
Atchd  |In ETO  |Army(ies) to which é‘ 2 Bl 8313 1a.
Group | Sqs As Group jAssigned = | HaEg 21 2 138
5 H= 53 o 2 Ho
g lgaBd 81 & |38
g ‘ . = B hE =] =
15th 19 Jul 44: THIRD (until 22 Sep) ADSEC | ADSEC I OIXIX
NINTH _ VIII I
15th THIFD (wntil 22 Sep) ADSEC | ADSEC IV {IIX
NINTH ’ VIII wI
17th THIZD (until 22 Sep) ADSEC | ADSEC XX %1%
' *ITI
WINTH VIII WI |WI
NINTH NINTH
ARMY AR
16th 10 Mar 45| THIRD (until 1 Apr 45) XX |XII
XX
FIFTEENTH XXIT
16th THIID (until 1 Apr) oG b 4w
¥X
FIFTEENTH EII
19th THIRD (until:l ipr) XX |XIT
X
FIFTEENTH LT
101st 9 Feb 45 | SEVENTH oI
I
1018t SEVENTH W {ixI
%I
116th SEVENTH oI
I
102nd 12 Jun 44| FIRST v \ g v v
o VII
SEVENTH (atchd _
16 - 28 Mar) ¥IX |VI
38th FIRST v v v v v
, SEVENTH - (Atchd
16 - 28 Mar) VI
a FIRST v i vV v
102n 1T
1
106th 6 Jul 44 | FIRST (until Aug) VIIT | XV by faoe [RV
THIED %11
106th FIRST (until Aug) VIII | XV woolxy XV
THIED 111
12184 PIRST (until Aug) VIII | XV xv XV XV
‘ THIRD XIT




Date CORPS TO WHICH ATTACHED
Entered "
Active CL"\-MPAIG’NS
Normally| Combat _ ) 8
Atehd In ETO | Army(ies) to which | B & |5 Bl % | =,
Group {Sqs As Group | Assigned Z | EelEg = 2| se
=838 B B | ES
o i ’ =
‘ ElSE[28 F| &8 | H8
113th 4 Jul 4 | FInST (until 22 Qet) | XIx ] x1x XIX XIX
NINTH ¥IIT | XIIT
113th FIRST (until 22 Oct) | XIX | XI¢ XTE XI%
NINTH KIII XTIIL
125th FIRST (until 22 Oot) | XIX | X NINTH [XIX X
NINTH ALMY [XTIT XIIT
115th 12 Mar 45 | FIFTEENTH 66th VI
SEVENTH {Atchd Inf
from 25 Apr) Div
104th FIFTEENTH é€th
Inf
Div
107th FIFTEENTH 66th . VI
SEVENTH (4tchd Inf
from 25 Apr) Div
117th  }15 Aug 44 | SEVENTH VI VI VI

NOTE: Extract from Standing Operating Procedure, First US Army, 1 December, 19441
"3.b(3) The cavalry group will normally remesin attaqhed to the same
corps,"



