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) THE Gishisltal BUARD
United States Forces, European Theater
APO 4OG

1ZAVES, FURLCUGHS D FaSScs

CEAPTIR

LiaVed 51D FURLOUGHS, HOTATIGH 4D
TEir CUARY DUTY FC LMLBILITATION,
HICUPLRATION £ND RECUVERY Ii THD
2CHE OF 51 THTERIOE.

1. Ceneral. authorized metnods of perzitting uilitary persennel
on duty in the Theater to leave it temjorarily for varices purpcses
during the pericd of active operations were:

a. Lleaves and Furloughs.
b. ltotation,

1 ¢ Temzorary Dubty for Rebabilitation, kecuperation and He--
covery.

2, a. rolicy cn Leaves and Furlouphs. Leaves and furloughs as
contemplated by Army hegulations ©05-115, und Army Regulations 615-275,
were necessarily greatly curtailed in the Theater aurin,, the period of
active gperations. The wyent nsed of mai.taining inrediately avaii-
able manpower aad the equaily urient necessity for ccouservia: transpor-
tation space frow the unilad States cacsea the adogtion cf a policy re-
stricting the granting ol even euergency leaves and furloughs for the
purpose of visiting tl:e Zone of the Ipterior to those cases in which it
ap,esrad that the preserce of tie individual would save or proiong a
life, or alleviate actual family hardship, especially vhere small cnil-
dren were involved. In exceptional cases individuals were returned for
short periods of temporary duty at the conciusion of which leave for 2
maximum perivg of 30 days was given. The usual length of such leave
granted by the Buropean Thegter was ten days.

b. trocedure and Operation., Requests for emerpency leaves
and furloughs originating in the Theater wsre foruarded, with support.
ing data, through channels to Headguarters, Eyropean Theater, where
final action vas taken, dpplications originating in the Zoae of the
Interior requesting that military personnel serving overseus be return-
ad to the Upited otates becsuse of iliness in the fanily, or for othoar
reasons which wouid have justified an energeney furlouph if the 1adivi-
Cual had been on duty in the United otates, were forwarded by the .ar
Departument to the appropriate overseas comsender with lnstructions to
report what action was talen. In sonc cases lhese instructions from
the Lar Department were ndsccnslrued as directives requiring offirmative
action, and csses occurred of soldiers being returned wisn the actual
circamstances did not justify it. To avoid such occurreaces the prac-
tice was inaugurated, in July 1944, of advising indiv;u.iuals submitting
such requests to sontact the local chapter of the American Red Cross.




That organization then was 4o investigate the facts of the case snc
submit a report, through its own channels, to the cverseas cowiaader,
Lowsver, complaints were receiveu from the families of service per-
somel claiming that their requests were not being adequately hancled,
It developed that there had been failures to notifv the Red éross of
the action taken on requests submitted through it,' and specific direc-
tives were then issued requiring unit com:anders to advise their &-eri-
can Red Cross representatives prorptly viren a decision was reached on
an application for emergency leave or furlough?

3. Rotation is the term used for a mutual exchange of personnel
between an overseas command and the Zone of the Interior, &z authcrized
in Circular Nuaber 56, \.ar Departrent, 9 February 1944. In principle,
replacements are on the basis of individual for individual and, vien
practicable, grade for prade and specialty for speciaity. Because of
the nature ol the operations in the Eurojean Theater and tre critical
situation with respect to transport space from the United States, ro-
tation was nol put into effect for the Theater during the campeign,
and the only persons returned to the Zone of the Interior, exclusive of
air-crew personnel, were officers who were retemed for specific assizn-
ments.

1
L. Teworary Duty for Rehabilitation, Hecuperation and Recovery.

a. Nature and rurpose,

(1) This was a method authorized under date of 25 Lovember
1944 by head.uarters, Duropean Tiealer ol Uperations, by which indivi-
duals couid be returned to the United states fov definite periods, wiith-
out relacenent and either with or without contempiation of returs to
their units, It was intended to suppiement the rotation pelicy, and did
provide a means by which personuel scheduisc for indefinite revestion in
the Theater might be giveu an opportunity to return home temgorariiy.
Individusals selected were to be returned to the united States for a 30-
day period of recuperation, The first group .as assembied at the appro-
priate replacement depot by § Decenber 1$44. Frow the replacesent depots
individuals were sent to a port of embarkation for transportation to the
reception station nearest to the place selected by toe individual as the
place where he desired to spend the period of uis temperary duty. Upen
expiration of the period the individual retwned to the reception station
for return to his proper overseas station.

(2) The length of tine an individusl would be absent from
his unit under this sys tew was estinmated at about three roaths, depending
upon the availability of transportation, based upon tihe 3C-day pericd of
temporary duty oripginally contenplated, Thnat per:od was increased, how-
ever, to 45 days effective 14 iarch 1945, it having been decided by the
Viar Department that the 30-day period of recuperation was inadequate.

b. Bagsis of Selection.

(1) Under original instructions individuals were eligible
for tewporary duty for rehabilitation, recuperation and recovery, if
falling within the follewing, categories and ia order of sricrity as
given:

(a) Pereons twice hospitalized for wounds.
(b) Persons twice deccrated for bravery.
{c) rersons with cver six months service in coubat

areas who coula present adeguate sroof of ener-
gency situations at howe requiring their presence.
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(&) Other persons with ovur six months service in
combat areas,

(¢) Ixcestional cases of persons with less than six
months service in combat areas of such serious
nature as to warrant waiver of the six months
service requirenent.

Corsments on the above instructions from army C-ls showed the requireient
oi being "twice hospitalized for wounds! to be difficult to apply, and
it wus recomnended to Thgater that it be changed to read "Persons recei-
ving two Purple hearts".’' Befure this change could be made, however,

the se instructions were reusciinded.

(2) Greater latitude was allowed unit comranders in select-
iig individuals for return to the Upited States when, under date of 24
Decenber 1944, the Theater lieadguarters extendec oligibility to all per-
sons having extended overseas service with efficient performence cf duty,
and provided for inclusion of exceptional cascs of a compassionate nature.
An example of authoritative interpretation of the whole policy within ma-
jor commands is fouaa in a letter from the Comdanding General 12 Aruy
Group, Gated 14 larch L44%, to army and division cormdndera,).;.n whiich the
view was expressed that the principal purpese of the program as to fur-
nish relief to nen suffering from combatb fatigus, and not to return nen
mereiy because they Lad bcen aray from hone g long time, The ietber di-
rocted that approximately 90% of persomncl sclected be fron lattered cou
panics of infantry units and from amon, other zadividaals habitually in
close contact with the enemy over long periics of time, ast spucifically
cuthorized divasion comasnders to transfer e sslectsd incivaduad irom
lettercd com-anies to oblier units of the division LumcClately prior to
their cepartere for ti.e united otates. Tale was in orcer to avold de-
sletion of the cosbat strenpth of the Lettered companies without auth oriby
for replacenents, and wus subject to tie proviso that such transiers did
not eraate overstrensth in any unit beyond that previcusiy authorized,
Upen return from tne United States the individual was to retain tue new
assipnament unless he speeifically ruguested return to his oid anit. ALL
ooncernsd wers to be inforned of this policy prior te their demarturc for
the United States,

(3) oubaliotment of guotas receivea from higler headquarters
under this cysten was wade eccording to various methods. Some were allot-
ted on a stra.ght prorate basis accordiuy, to strength, while in othoar
casus account was tal.en ol the number of days subordinate units Lad been
in conbat, Individual selsction vas generaily made la accordance with
tuc roromerdations of cowpony cormanuers, Some difficulby in the way
of maiving the best selection of individuals was caperionced throughout
tie carpaign bocauwse of insufficicat time being allowed fron the time
Guotas were annouanced watil the individuals wore roguired to be in desig-
nated replacemant depots - a factor wlich, 1n soms cases, prevented se--
Lsction of the most descrving cases,

e. lgasssymueent while on temporary duty under this propram was
not contomplated, since tiie bagic purpese uas tho maintenance of thc com—
bat efficiency of the unit to wnich the individual belongued. This s

not clesrly understood in tho beginning, and in Marcii 1945 advices from
tho dar Departrmunt dindicotod that the individuals selocted for return werc

teing civon to understand, prior to departurc from the Theater, that if
a vacnacy were found available for thew in the Centinontal United JStates
and roguests were initisted for thedr roleise by the Theater for the pur-
noge of essipnment Lo such vacancy, such reguests would be given favor-
sble considuration. Althourh such action would, as stated, by contrary
to the fundamental pwposes of e program, tle misundurstanding produccd



an adverse cffect upon the morale of individuais when thow were wnformed
that they must go back to their cverscas stations. It uc:; thercupon Ji-
rected that individuals who were returncd to the United States for tow:-
porary duty of this nature be definitely instructed, pricr to departure,
not to seek reassignment, and that roquests for such reass.gnmsnt wnan-
ating frowm the United Status would not be given faverable cocnsideration.
However, anticipating that V-E Day would finc larpe numbers of individuals
in the United States whose return to the Buropean Theater wouid be fanecss-
sary, the Theater Commander dirceted, under date of 15 aprii 1%45, that
personnal whose ;a‘ourn aftﬂ V-E Day was considered sosentasl would bu
specifically so indicated.™"On 8 Lay 1945 the Commanding vercrsl, sarovssn
Theater, requested authority from the war Denartaent to crop Irom unit
rolls individuals returned to the United States on L5 deys temporary duby.
This was approved, and effective 21 iay 1945, only individuals specifi-
cally designated as essential were thereafter required to return te the
Theater upon termination of the temporary duty.

d. The Value of the program as actually carrise out is difficult
to estimate, but veliable reports and sources indicated that 2 1ift in
the morate of corbat divisions ensued which was greatly out of proportion
to the number of individuals who received personal benefit. The relatively
slight loss of numericali strength imiediztely avarlabie for conbat was
much more than of fset by improveient in the spirits of the troops and by
decrease in disciplinary problems which resuitod from the definite expec—
t‘.atiorxJ f & break in the routine of war axd a chance to po Lome for a
while.

5. Surmary.

a, anpower and shioping requirements in the duronesn Theater
of Cperations during the period of active campaigning prevested the grant-
ing of emergency leaves and furloughs to visit the Zon2 of ihe Interior
except in cases where tlie presence of the individual was necessary to
save or prolong a life, or alleviate actual family hardship.

b. In exceptional cases individuals were roturned to the Zone
of the Interior for siort periocds of temporary duty, ot the conclusion
of which a leave or a furloupll for a maximun pericd of 30 dars but a
usual period of ten days vas granted.

¢. Usual military chamnels wers inadequate for tie satisiyactory
handling of requests for emsrgency ieaves and iur.ourhs to tie Zone of
the Interior, and the facilities of the ameriean ried Cross were uaed in
the investigation of each case.

d. Full benefit of the Red Cross chanaels for transaission cnd
investigation of requests for emergency furloughs and ieaves, wis not
achieved until a definite procecure for lieison with tlal organication
on all levels concerned was prescribed, including imrediate notification
to the Red Cross representative vhen action had beea taien in each ease.

8. The program of rotation of personnel contemplated by Circu-
lar pumber 58, war Department, § February 1644, was not put in effect on
a general basis in the Buropean Theater during the nostilities against
Germany.

£. In lieu of anG to sup;lement ths rotation policy, a system
of selecting individuals for e pericd of temparary duty in the Zone of
the Interior far rehabilitation, recuperation and recovery was inaugurated
on 29 November 1944. The initial peried was 30 days of actual st.a_y.r ir.\ )
the selected location, and the total period of the absence of the indivi-
dual from his unit was estimated at three menths. The peried of recuper-

ation was later increased to 45 days.
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g. Initially individuals were designated for temporary duty
for rehabilitation, recuperation ard recovery on a combined basis of
length ol service in corbat zreas, wounds incurred, decorations for
bravery awvarded and erergency home conditions. Later greater latitude
vas ajlowed, and combat fatigue in the cases of individuais in units in
Labltual closc contact with the enemy was emphasized.

h, In order to provide against depletion of front line combat
enits without replacement, division commanders were given authority in
rnost cuses te transfer individuals selected for temporary recuperation
duty to other units tnder thzir commands up to previously authorized
over-strenpth limits in the latter units. Indivituals so transferred
vere not returned to their original units upon termination of the tempo-
rary duty exceut at their own requests.

i, Detailed operation of the system of selection of individuals
for terporary renabilitation daly in lower units différed considerably
and complietely equitablie seicction was often impossible because of lack
of time.

j+ In order to maintain the basic purpose of the system of-
temporary duty for rehabilitation, ete., it becams necessary to advise
selected individuals that transfers to vacancies thut might exist in
the Zone of the Interior during the tour ol temporary duty couid not be
approved, and to disapprove requests for such transfers eriginating in
the Zone ol the Interior. This policy was reversed in immediate antici-
pation of V=ii Day, after which such individuals were not returned to
the Theater unless specifically indicated as key personncl,

k. The initiation of the program of temporary duty tor rehabi-
litation, recuperation and recovery praluced a very favorablie effect upon
the morale of troops in the muropean Theater.
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LEAVE CENTERS, RACREATIOGAL AREAS il REST sREAS

SECTION 1

LEAVE CEHIFRS A'D RiCREATIONAL AliAS

6: a.‘ L___e;_g}_ﬁg__@_enters were.cities, or other Localitizas, specifacclly
set aside for military jersomnel on leave, furlough, or pass. Thuy wers
designoted by lieadguarters, Burcpeain Theater cf Opurations, and guotas
were allocated by the Comanding General, Communications Zone, to tho
several major commands of the Theater,

b, Recroational Areas were established znd operatea by military
agencios to accommodate personael on leave and furlough. Their suteblish-
ment was announced by Headquarters, Zuropean Theater of Opurztions, and
guotas for leave and furlough personncl allocated by the Cempzncing Gen-
eral, Communications Zone, to the several major comuands of ths Thecoter,

7. Fagilitles, a. Prior to the assoult on the Curopeen Continent,
recreational areas and leave centers werc organized aad operated by the
Aimerican Red Cross under supervision by the Army, and miximam use w8
made of the 42,555 bed spaces maintained by that orgenisation in London
and other locations in Gpeat Britain. Guotas for these fucilities wore
allottod by the Commanding General, Communications Zone. Leave and fur—
loughs could not excecd ton days, passes 43 hours, and wers lisditgd in
nurmbers by the availability of lodging in the ocrea te bs visited.”

b. The first leaves and furloughs for corbat troops on tiw Con-
tinent to be granted, cxcept for emergency reasons, were to Great Britain,
in January 1945, and werc of seven days duration oxclusive of travel tine.
Travel to and from destination was on a duty’ basis and vas made without
expense to the individuals concernsd, The acturl time spent on luave or
furlough, however, was chergeable against the accrued lecve or furlough
time due the individusl, The Commnding General, Coumunicaticns Zone,
allotted quotes and, through Base Scetion Commanders, cstatlished pro-
cessing camps on the Continunt and in Great Britzin, Rail and waber
transportation from the forward nrcas to destinmation and roturn wes pro-
vided by Chief of Tyansportotion, Comsunientiens Zonc. Personncl could
designate any point in Grent 3ritain to by visitid upon confirmation of
private lodging with fricnds or relatives, or to points whsre aceguate
American Rea Cross lacilitles weru in opuraticn, Thwe everage roand trip
to the United hingdenm requirud opproxinctely 21 days.

e, Paris was the first lerge leave cester to be z-st::bllshcc. on
the Continent, being officially opened on 22 October 1G44,%witli a peak
capacity of 10,000 beds. Reguisitieonsd hotels wore utilized mainly to
accommodate pass porsonnsl. The sapervision of the projoct wos wndor tho
Commonding General, Seinc Scetion, with actual operation under tho Awori-
can Red Cross, In addition to the Hed Cross operation, however, Specizl
Sorvice Section, Seine Scetion, cugmented the faciliti.s by maimbainig
motion picture theaters and other reercational facilitics, The Army ox—
change sorvice opurated augmented post exchanges for pass porsonnel, Tho
groater part of the accomacdations were allotted to the two army groups
operating on thc Continont and occupancy ias liaited to 48 hours. Tue
to tho distances of the troops from Paris, it was founc that 48 hours
vizs inadequate, and in Joauory 1645, tno tise was inercased t9-72 hours.
A longur period vias nob considcred dosirable as it was the policy to



afford as many troops as possible relicf from combet and an opportunity
to visit Paris.

d. Brussels w=s the sccond large leave cuntor to be cstablish-
ed, opening 2t Jenuary 15458 with a plmned copacity of 3,000 beds, Ho-
tels ad reaodeled buildings wore used to house ti troops. The lexve
ccater ot Brussuls differed from Paris in that it was opirated dircetly
by the Army, vith the Amcrican Red Cross establishing 'on-site! club
faeiliticas, Alloacation of guotas and puricds for which availnble wers
the same as far Paris.

¢, The next large recreational arca bo bu opunod was thie Uni-
ted Stoies Riviera Recrcatdonal srea (USIRA.“This aren consistud of
that part of tho Frepneh Riviera District boundud as follows:

NCANLES via highway N 567 northuest to GRASSE; thence vin
highway N 85 northcast to its junction with highway ¥ 210
(near CHATEAUIEUR); thenee via highway IU 210 northenst te
PONT-DU-LOUP, VENCE, GATTIERES, to PORT-DE-1A-LARDO; thence
southurst to FALICOK and juaction of highwoys 204 and W
20445 thunes vin Lighway N 2044 to Junction with highway

N 7; thenee vie highwsy i 7 to LaTON.  #l1ll towns and
routug arc inclugive, «xcopt tint the prineipality of
LONACO is uxeluded., Referencs: Sheet &4, irsciilos-
Munton, Burope Road liap, 1:200,000, .ar Officc, 1943",

The entire arca wis operated by the Commanding Genoral, Communicitions
4one, through tiw Commcnding General, Delt2 Basc Suctidon, all laroe no-
tels and villns within the arca werce requisition.d for the usc of troops
going thore on leave, The ncecssary overhend was medi 2available by the
Camuanding Gunoral, Comsunicttions Zone, maximum usc buing made of lo-
eol civilian lcbor. In gunerai, officurs werc billeted in Conaus and
cnilisted personnul quartered in bhice, an Jlaborate spucial sorvicuo pro-
gram was organizud, and agrevients cntored into vith mopagers of same
local night cluwba to controi pricus of liguor. The American Red Cross
osbablished 'on-sitc! clubs., Sverything wes donu to aveid any form of
reginntation, the policy buing to afford personnel in the itivicra com-
plute roluation froa rniditary dutics. Luaves and furleughs for this
arca wore of soven days deration, wxelusive of travel time, and were
charguable apniust the ncerued lucve nd furieugl time of the indivi-
duals concerned, Timvel wns without uxpense to porsonnel.

f, as rezns of oroviding, rest for gencral officers, scnior
combat comanders and atalf officors and thus help to neintain their
combzt cfficiuncy, arrangurants were compictod in loverber 1944 for
army comminders to dutail such personacl to 72 hours temporary duty in
the United hingdom, and air transportation whs provided by Unitod Stotes
Strategic and Toeticol air Foreus.13similar accommodations were provided
in Paris, 141, sddition to the above, villos werc sot aside for the use
of such personml in thz USRRA.

€, Opcrotiiy Pcrsonnel. Persoancl to opurpte the installotions
listed in paragraph ¥ werc provid.d from sources avallable to the Com-
manding Guneral, Comaunicetions Zone, leccl civilian labor buing v
ploited to the wwminui,

9. Policivs oa Luaves onc Fursouwnis vithia the Zurosezn Thastur.

A, In April 1944 ~uthority to grant leaves -nd furioughs in
uxeuss of 24 hours wns cancclled by tho Camminding Conurnl, surouc~n
Thoater. This restriction continued until 17 Aumust 1944, when normnld
luaves and furloughs woere 2gin authorizoed with the limit~tion that



personnel on the Contincnt could not return to the Unitod Kinsdom for
other than emergoncy roasons, =

b. (1) Ariy commwndirs of 12 Army Group viire, o cptonbe
1944, authorized to placs citics ~nd t.owrxsxin t‘n-;-pcon‘r,il’};nz l:oi L[L):rltsx"
~nd to grant passcs of 4& hours duration, provided thire wer. ostoblish—
od overnight facilitivs avaiiabls, othorwisc pruses irvolving overnight
stay were not autherized, Leaves and furloughs, excont for cacreency
rcasons, were prohibdted. On 20 Narch 1945, the above: policy -.-;-';; rclz-::vt‘-.
to permit the granting of leove ond furlough priviluges in sccordance
with Theater directives, In addition to the scven—day lcavos nnd fur-
loughs proviously cutliorized to reercational sreas and luave contors
within quotas allotted, luaves and furioughs to other dustinntioas on
the Continent werc purmiticd provided prior serangumnts hd beun :iadu
for mess and lodging. Furchasc of food from civilinn scurcus Was pro—
hibited.

(2) The Commanding Gonurals of 21 army Group (British),
12 Army Group, & Army Croup, and Communicztions Zome xutunlly ~procd to
permit maubers of thalr comusnds to visit plac.s in ronr of cor.s bpund-
aries in ooch othur's arv: aftor prior cl.irzace L€ bewn sbbainue.29r<2h

c.. In order to brorcden the opiortunitacs for lonves —nd fur-
Youghs, authority wns given by Buropu~n Theator cn 23 Morel 1S45 to Lrant
leaves and furdoughs to locilitics not used ~s recruntiensi srens or
leave cenbors., If monls worw not avaissble at converiuntliy located dwri-
can Rod Cress Clubs, ustablished US Army messcs ﬁuld bu us.C provided
prior concurrunce of the unit had bewn obtadined,“In :ddition to thu
cities whers overnight accommedntions were provided, comm:ndurs were u-
thorizcd “nd did grant posses from 0600 to 2400 daily to inividusnis to
visit ncarby commanitics. whoere the towns wers of sufficicnt sizu to
accomodate a Sizuoble number of troops, arronguanbs were ninde to pro-
vide hot meils, In other camwnitics it wzs ascvssary for sun to crrry
C or K rations.

10, Swmairy. ©o. Although passws for vp to 72 kours ikre grontod
sooncr, lenves and furloughs for cother than cwerginey roisons for trocus
on tha Continwt did ot comcnce until vight months ~iter landings viore
rade on the Continent.

b. Pursonncl to opirnite lenve ceators nnd reercotionnl aross
in tho Communications Zonc hnd to bo provided within the Thunter troop
cciling basis, and leczl eivilian labor ind to be uxploitud to the moni-
muam.

c. Army Comnrders werc given nutherity to zrronge perdeds of
rust for general officurs, senior coibat commeniwrs tnd staff officors
outsidu of the combat zonu.

3
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11. Ground Foreus.

.. Genoral., Rest “-.ru‘is¢-".nd rest homes ware opurat.d s d:i.x'uc--
ted by tx comanm.r concurn.c for the r.st, reore ation, nd roptbilitne-
tion of pursomnn.l of his commard. Normally, gersonin.l wele sent to rust
arcns ond rost homes on 2 duty status. This nnd the fneb thot rest orens
ard pest homes -re opratud by units rathcr than by the Thentoer sre tie
principal diffirunce botieen thui and luave arns.



b. There was no uniform procudure cstoblishud for unit rust
arvas. «ost univs placuu the opuration und.r tiu specicl survicus of-
Ticur who opurtted under the suporvision of G-1. Thoe successful opra~-
tion of wich rust frod dependud upon the ingenuity znd initistive or the
loenl comotauer, using such persornnel -~nd cquipsunt s wns nvail-blo to
Lim, The lirgest nwabor of rost sruas in tin Buropeon Thetier were o
tablishod ender thwe policics promuly tud by tho suvar il my comannGurs.
Depending upoa woiltble focilitics nnd porsomncl; rest arcas wore oper-
ntod by orpnnizttions dowa to nnd ineluding battaiion luvel, ‘The saall
inst ilations wire opur~ted ender supurvision of the uwnit spuciza sur-
viev of ficer nd ranged in size ap to those necussitnting nn cniire com-
poay to suporvise their operition., wuotts were nllotted by the organiza-
tions opernting the rost arey, with unit cominndurs sclicting incdividunls
to £iil tiw quotis. Frofurem o wes given to porsonncl who hiod buwn din
combat the longust, or tipsw wiosu physienl and nervous condition mnde
a2 perdpd in o rost troa desirable,  The usual tire spent in rost aveas
wis 12 hows bub in cxccptionnl ensus the length of tiwe could be ln-
creasid to 66 hours.

¢, Fuedld . Rust nruns opurited by divisions aad hipher
anits v.re lecnted in Inrger communiti 8 'né hd the following, similar
nhysic~l sct-ups,

(1)  Billuts ~ Requisitiond hotcis onrated by civilizn
staif, permonont buildings wit h canvas cots nd blznkots with civilions
te porform the nocozsary policc, Hot wrter for bathing o neccssity.

(2) MNoss holla with chinawero, waitrosses, rusic during
ol howrs, with 4 nd B rotions bdng sorved.,

(3) Theoter for motdon pleturcs wd stage slows,

(4) Amnericin R.d Crosus clubs to include grme room, snieck
bar, librery, wreiting room, music room, louns., pareul wrapping scrvice
~rdl » Picld Dircctor's officu.

(%) Peotol focilities,

(6) Post uidwnpe with loe"l products for snue s galt
itens, bewr porlor, barcber shop, cte,

(7) OClothing cxchnnge frcilitics.

() OUrdnance shop, Troops could turn individunl wiapons
in for rvcond.tioning or repl-ceman b if necuss-ry.

(9) Fincne. = For partinl payments or vxchinge of funds,
(10) Chupl.ins - To provide d-ily ruliglous survicus,

i (11) deerwrtion hrlls ~ Daneus held, loctl hostussus buing
omployed 2ftor sereenin. vy militory poliece,

{12) Atilutic uvpuipwatb wis =vail ble but orgnnizcd ath-
lutics were not instituted ns the omphisis was pliecd on rost,  PFor the
s e runson, 1l formitions ~nd schudules wire dispensed with,

(13) Smelior rust areis were on ~ less cliborate senle,

- gunerally providing only ~ worm billed with f-cilities tfor clothing ox-
chmpe, hot brths ana worm meals,

- 10 -



d. Persomnel.

(1) Ffiadin, competent perscnner for overhead purposes was
one of the major problems encountered. Various methods were used to
colve it, For the larger areas an entire c ompany or battery was used.
In other instances a tactical grup headquarters was used. Some com—
manders required the wosing units to furnish the administrative stalf,
while others selected personnel who were near "battle exhausticn" for
this duty. For efficient operation, the use of an entire unit was
found most satisfacbory, but the one great disadvantape of this plan
vias the liability of the unit to reassignment by higher headcuarters,
thereby interrupting the efficient operation of the camp. It provided
continuity in operation but diverted military personnel from their pri-
mary mission., &5 arsas were developad, increasing use was made of local
civiliar lebor which, after the civilian labor was trained, preatly les-
sened the drain on aruy persomnal.

(2) 1In additicn to the necessary overhead detachrent, it
was found desirable to have the followsing persomnel: special service,
army exchange service, medicas dspartreat, aguartermsster, chaplain, aray
postal service, and American ked Cross personnes to opcrate 'on-site!
Red Cross e¢lubs.

e. Supply.

(1) Special service suppiies were always in great demand
at rest centers and considerable difficulty was experienced in lLeeping
an adequate stock on hand. Maximum use was made of captured material
to aupplenent the regular issue, Expendable supplies such as writing
materiai, playing cards, dice, small gares, nagazines, books and simi-
lar items were consumed faster than the normal rate due to constant use,
piiferage and other damage. Hon-expendable supplies such as piancs,
radzos, phonograpns and other nusical instruzents had to be placed on a
controlled distribut lon basis, as the demand always exceeded the supply.

(2) wartermester and wdnance supplies were generally
availahle in sufiicient qQuantity to satiafy the demand, the cxception
being coal for heat and hdt water,

f. Divisional Hest Areas. In the latier part of July 1944, a
divisinnal rest area was organized in the Farreville (T-0395)-Carteret
(1~0064} area, Normandy Peninsula, Hefare this area could be utilized,
however, the tactical sitwation became so fluid and the front lines ad-
vanced so far that it was bnpracticable to rmake use of it, and the pro-
ject wis abandered., In some instances, divisions were withdrawn from
the lime: for training a:id refitting, at which time every effort was nade
to create a temporary rest area, but the pricrity of tralning and normal
duties prevented the perconnel frowm actwally obtaining much rest and re-
lief, In addition there were few available towns ol sufficient size on
the Continent to house a full division in permanent buildings and to pro-
vide the comf crt that was found in the smaller rest areas, In some re-
gions location of a division rest area sl a bathilng beach might have been
practicable ia pood weather, Wnile such an area miLht not have had the
attractions of & lar e city, the recreationar features of a beach area
wonld of fset many of the disadvaastages. however, due to the difficuliies
above mentioned, the use of divisional rest areas was never exgloited.

12. Air Foress.
a. Authority. Shortly after the Army Air Forces comnenced op-

erations over Turope, it became apparent that seme form of a rest area
viould be necessary to combat operational fatigue. ks a resuit of studies.
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prepared by the Air Staff Surgeon, the establishw nt ol Yrect nc.cs" vas
proposed and autharity obtained fron. Europesn Theatsr Head_usrte.s bo .ro-
ceed with the project. s i

b. Facilities,

(1) large estates uere secured in varicus qarts of Great
gritain. These estates were taken over corpletely furnished, a:d witi:
the civilian staff whene ver pessibie. Vhea the sivilian stsff could A6L
be retained, any available civilian help was utilizes. Ir order to pro-
vide the necessary military supervi slon, one reolacensent battalicn wias
used exciusively in the opsration of rest homes. at the peak of the pro-
grai there were ten such hiomes in cperation, with a tatal capacity of
890 individuals, The program continued in operaticn until V-o Day iien
the need for it no longer esisted, after which the in:tsllations wers
turned back to the awrers.

(2) Zvery effort was made to create an atassphere of home
life, Civiiian furnishings were utilized and, 4s far zs possible, civi-
lian clothing was available to the personiel diring treir stay., The ro-
vision of a superior wess was stressed. It was not considersd encugh to
serve ariy rations tastefully prepared. as varied a diet as possiblae
was of fered and luxury items provided as of ten s possible. This was
congidered of extrems imwortance., Lecal civilian population was of great
assistance iin providing recreation and in helpiy to divert the persomei!:
thoughts. '

(3) Tt was necessary to davelop a recreation program that
weuld keep the individual's rdnd occupied a. diverted from his owin con-
dition. uaximuwn use was rade of special service fac.liit® » and ameriecan
Red Cross personnel, Special menticn should be zade of the careful se-
lection of, and cooperation by, the awericen .ed Cross ostesses, Tie
personal attention given each imdividual vas a waterisl factor in the
success of tie program. In addition to personnel for the naruwi datiles,
each rest home tnd one hostess vath disbursing authority, for the surgose
of providing items that could not be procured througi reguiar suppiy
channeis, The plan was designed to wake recreation evaileble te fit an
individual need,

¢. Personnel,

(1) Personnel ordered to tiese rest tomes vere seiected by
unit medigal o ficers. Unly a&ir-crew personnel who iere actually fiying
combat missions over Continental surcpe were eiigible fer selection, ana
then only when, in the opinion of an air surgeon, a cligngs Was necessary
to prolorg the oyerationat life of the individual., useven days was tie
normal period of duty in Lhe rest hemes, with 1L days permitted w en spe-
cificaily authorized by medical corps persennei. wo indivicuals were per-
mitted a longer stay ond if they were nob fit to return to daby at the
end of that perind other dizposition was made of them. The air corps
rest home program was oue of psychological treaumeat, a:d the 290 sccom~
modations provided were inadequate to meet the needs. lLack of personnel
to operate additi onal hones was the main limiting factor.

(2) Uther air corys sersonnel used recreationel facilitiec
established by Comusndiny, Gereral, Comnunic -tions Zone, within guotas 2i-
lotted to them,

13, Summary. a, idest areas were established in thc army area as a
means of prolonging tie combat effectiveness of troope thirouph regular
withdrawals from the line for rest a.d ralaxation.
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b, Hest hores were found necessary for air-crew perscnnel, for
tihe purpose of enabling swwh persomel to fly a larger nuaber of combat
misciors through affordirg individuals who needed it periods of reiaxa-
tion under an envivonment free o rental a physical atrain.

¢. no organization cr prior authcrization of personnel and
facilit®e s for rest arsas, recreational areas or rest hcomes was available,
and it was necessary to divert sarvice persemnel from their regular duties
fr this purpose,

d, Lo ceatral provision for o control of rest areas was in ef-
fect, =ach comncnder beiag responsible for their establishment and opera-
tion within ius own area,

e, Facilities for rest areas aad rest Liomes wore provided on
th= basis ttat tley shouid be the best available aw siould be maintained
as lavishly as possible, naximum use being made of civilian personnel,
Aand maxinum freedor. frawroutine,

. The lergth o stay in rest areas was normally 72 hours for
grouad force personnel and seven days for air-crew personnel,

g. Special sevvice supclies werc in great demand and in critical
supply ., :
h. The rest ho.e facilities established for air-crew personnel’
vere 1ot adeguate to accommcdate elipfible personnel, due ;mainly to lack
o operatin_ personnel.
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TRAIISFORTATION TOR LTAVY A:D RECRIATIOIAL ACTIVICITS

T 1B, Truck. At the beginning of the Recrantionsl avd Lenve
Center progrom in the Turopesn Theatar of Operstions it wrs nec-
asenry for unit= themrelves to transport all warsonnal ~ffected
by the nrogram in srrigned or attrched motor trangnoert, This cre-
pted problems thrt ndded extra re<donsibilities to slresdy over—
burdened stnffs, The first rrd foremort of those was that of
nllccating sufficient vehicles to move the individueals, 4#s the
ermies pdvenced ~nd the distances increased, it became necesrnry
to requent the Conmanding Gennarel, Corvmnic-tirns Zone, to provide
overnisht pocommedrtinns enroute, ''err and tesr on vehicles wak
greatly incresced naceseitating & greeter mrintenance burden end
tha renlecement of vehicler ruch enrlier than normally would have
veen necescary, During the wicter months the long ride in trucks
vps so exheusting thet much of the benefit derived from a short
paea wps nullified, rnd individuala returning from such prsre® re-
quired from 74 to UE heurs for recuperation defore being rent into
combat, ‘Men the snring thaw comnenced early in 19U5, it was nee-
G8RCTY o reduce, and in Some crres entirely eli tinete, hesavy truck
treffic ovar t''s mailn routee of France. lic other tranrportntion
being availsble, all preses recuiring motor moven nt were suspended
for n rhort veriod,

15, Z2ail. a, The first large scrle use of rail trensnorta-
tion for recramational vurposes comoenced on 1 Iierch 1945 sntwaen
Luxembourg City rnd Paris, This wps gracurlly incressed until
leave trains wera running to all lprge leeve centrrs and recroa-
tional aremrs, The aquipment usually censicted of antiquated third
clag=s copchen and outmoded locomotive power, “he railway systoms
of tho liverated countries had suffercd enormoun laossas of rolling
stocle, And vrrisus mections of the rail lines hnd sustained revere
damagzs throuph remanted bombings snd from other ceuses,

b, In the errly ateazecs of using rail transmort~tion, thn
dlstances ‘nvolved were so ghort that intermedinte halte for menls
were unnecersary, 4f the railhesis rere pushad forward, however,
1t bacama nocosaary to nrovide <tons enrouts for hot mesls,

¢. As the armies pushed darmer inte Gormpny, the density
of freight snd other hish prisrity treific sand shortegr of rollirg
rtoct srd locometives nreclvded nny dinmlacement of leava train
ratlha~de rcrose the Fhine Mver snd, in order tn nermit par=onnrl
to tnle ndvontega of recrentinne’ frcilitines ir the Communicnations
Lene pren, it wne oftan necassery far the armies to estoblish troans-
Lent ~ccommodrtions on the tirush routea as wall ar tn mrovide over-
niyht accommodntinps at tha reilherdr to cera for leave nersomsl,
It pgein devolved unan the tacticrl comnanders to nrovide scuilnment
And personnsl for these activities at the expence of comd~t trrons,

d, Aftnar » ahort maried of reil service, it was decided
by the Transportetion Corps th~t r mors efficlent methnd wes desir-
able for hrndling ond controlling parsannel on traine, The first
method adomted wes to a'moint cesunl ofricars as train commanders,
Tha Cormend?rs Cener»), Communic~tione Zone, thereforae mede nvail-
Able p vonl of ficle ¢rade officers to be usmd as train commandars
for trairs opernting under his control, The trein commrnder'e
dutiss wore to meintein discinline abosra the train, eavise the
Tril Pransportntion Officer at dartinetion of the numbar of arri-
veala in sufficient time to permit adequate nrep-rotions to dbe made
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to receive thep, to tnke cherge in cree of any rmergency, and to
ascist the troops so thrt me=zimum benofit would de derived from
leaves, furlows and nesnes, '

16, Air, n, Oitéide of the »ir corps which usad its own
fecilities, 1& srmy Group ws the only lerge scale user of air
transportntion for laave, furlough snd pas< purposer, Reginning
O iiovember 19UM, when suthority ues gronted Lo army commanders to
plece general officers and senlor grede field officers on 7¢ hour
temporary duty in the Unitad Kirngdon ard srrange pir transmortation
for them with USSTAF, ths service wes steadily incrersed until V-3
Day, nt vhich time p totel of A5, C-47 sircrrft per wesh was Deing
used, fF to the USR"A and eight to the United Kingdem, These air-
craft were furnished by the Jinth 8ir Zoree Treon 3nrrier Comnmnrid
end were mede available by Uombined Air Transport On rotions Room
(CATGT) ny S7amT,

b, The onerstirn of this program wrs net entirely satis-
factory for the following ressons!

(1) Uneuitoble flying wenthar,
(7) Commitments of » hishar priority for nircrsft,

(3) A&wsence of sultedls facilitier for servicing
aireraft and nrocassing nersonnel ot -olnts of
dostinrtion,

(4) Difficult communizntions botween using rgenclos
end CATO-,

c. Thervry Herdiuartere d*d not sttemnt to 2stpblish
thestar-wide woliny for ths use of lerve eirarst, and anch subor-
dinpta commend made -hatever locsl arrangemsanta wars nossible,

The use of eirera’t for iransnovting ey persomnel was highly ad—
vantngesur rs it reduced the lengtk of time individurls were sb-
rant from their units,

17, Summery, a, It wes necassry to divert lerge numbers
of moter vehicles from their primery cssignmert to trensporting
persen.el for recrprtional purprsee,

b, Overnight sccommodrticns enroute hrd to be astab-
lishedé requiring extrs nersonncl end equinment,

e, Long truck rider lergely nullified the berefit
drrived from short pereeas,

a, It weaa a_nprok'}mﬂtely four months sftrr lesve centar
pnd recreational aress were astablished in the Corrmnications Zone
that rail transport-~tion bacame nvailabla,

8. Pail trensnortrtion wes superior to motor transnorte-
tion, mslthough the equipmert wr iundequate and antiqunted.

f, 4e rail liner rerched mroximum capreisy, » commend
decinion wrs neceesprry to nlloc-te spsce to freight and pesrengzer
traffic,

£. Air trensnortetion wes frequently the most desirrdle
mode of travel it wes hampered by lachk of a theetor-wide molicy
on the vase of aircrr -t for lesrve purposes, lack of adequate sorvic«
ing and processing faciliticg, and at times, unfavorable wepther
conditions.
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CHAPTER. 4

CONCLUSTICHS Al RECOILLENDATIONS

16, QConclusions.

a. The ordirary wilitary macplaery sad channels for handling
applications ior ewsrpency leaves Jid furlcughs are unsuited to the re-
guirerents of a fhree enpgaged i active operatioes in an overseas thaa-
ter, sad supplewsntary machinery officially set up and recognized for
impartial iavestigation, with tie nost direct ciannels pos.ibie, is es-
sential. .

b. Decentralized resgonsibility tor, and authority over, the
granting of emerpgency leaves and furlougbs under cleariy defined poli-
cies published for the theaier as a whole is necessary for the effective
handling of individual ceses.

¢. A4 reliable civilian agency, such as tie smerican Ked Cross,
is the mest effective apency for investipating the nerits of individual
applications fa enerpency Leaves and furiougns in an werseas theater.

d. iegardless of wha t auxiliary agency is depended upon lor
the investigation and transrission of requests for emsrgency leaves and
furleughs, tle adoplion and publication of a definite operating proce-
dwe to co-ordinate its procedure with the corresponding military admin--
istrative action is nacessary, including promt noti fication Lo the re-
resentative of tint ajency of the action taken in cachk case.

e, 1he propran ol rotation of personnel betueen an overseas
the aler and Lie Zonz of tae Interior, as provided for by Circular 548,
Har Oeparbmeny. § Folvosry 1944, is fnapplicsble and dmpracticable dux-
iy 8 perice ol active itor, operation except ia the case of certain
classie of s Fovre porsoimel.,

£, During, o poricd of active operations in aa overseas tieater
the eariy initiszvicn of a delinite Jropram for e retuwrn of individuals
to tre Zone of 1 Jnterior for a period of temporary auty for rehabili-
tation, rectporatic, asd racovery, basqec uptn the ds of the individaal,
tie notara, srEr anda owerg b of hds conbat service, wounls recerved
Loi actian S Culluluiens, a5 & valuaebac supglenent Lo any program
Lo ersirgeacy ieaves aad furloughs, and constitutes o powarful factor in
the .eintznnice of gsorale anolyg cowbat troogs. s desirabile wminime dur-
ation for soch trupovary duty is 45 days, exclusive ol travel time .nd
delays enroche.

1

) . audivideals selected for return Lo the Zone o1 the Interior
an a temperary duty status for rehabuiitation, recupersticn ani recovory
should be difinitely instructed, prior to deperture frow Lheir units,
concerning the approved policy regarding their reassignment during their
stay in tle Zone of the Interior.

h., 1t is ussenbial to the full success of & program of tewpor-
ary duty for rehabititation, recuperation ard reccvery ilat sufficiont
time be allowed batween tie announcerent o guotas and the day of actual
departure to permit s careful selection of the nost deserving cuases.

i, The transfer of individaals of front line units selected [or .
return to the Zone of tire Interior for temporary duly to other units wi-~
thin a division in order to permit their replacomat is e sessary for the
maintem nee of the strength of ecombat units,

- 18~



J. In oversess thestore during wer tira, tha provisjon on =
tacator-wide breis of sysiameticelly organized and sonductrd ireve cen-
serp o & recreation arers in which militery p-rsomnel mer gnond the meri-
od of normel veasce, furloughs and leaves grarted tham, frea rrom mili-
gery routine, is cssontisl to the morale, »oll-heing snd comhat aifcct
1venaae of troops,

¥, Full effectivcness of leave center< and rACrarticasnl srn-g
i{n an oversces thenter ¢An de machlaved only if proner nlens ane .nrrpnée-
nente are mode in ndvence an o theabar-wide beals, for t-s provisicn of
caernting marsonnel , equipaent, sumilies and freilities, The diversion
of trooms from their regulsr militery @utios for the atoratio of such
esteblishmonts produces inefficient cper-~tion, lrck of contimuity and un—
desirnble diversion of troons from their primery mission,

1. In the establichnert r2d onerrtion of lasve centors m 4 re-
crectionsl nrase ir an oversess thestsr, the facilitias ané persennel of
the Anericns Bed Cross can be Genended upor for veluable coonerstion
snc mgsintonce, ~r@, under certsin conditicne, civilia® persrnnel may
be effcctively smaloved after prorsr training, ’

m, In ~ddition to the leave centers snd recranstionsl nrens
provided on » thertor-vide basia, vnit rest »r.as, in cloger proximity
to the fronw, %o wiich Individunls or wlss mar bs withdrewn fron com-
bat for shoit ouricds of rest ard relaxeiica rre ieceassar: as a means
of prelongiug vhe coahat effict ency of troons,

n, Tie guteblishmert of unit rast srese may prowerly be left
to the Judgueni and wnitestive ¢f the varicns vrib srierndsrs, ut the
promulsetion of » nefinite policy and the =ei iishaoni of » jprocedure
foverain:s them, as well ns pro-iasion or autrorigns cf personrel, sup—
nlies pnd frcisit. s should, in she iut-rcois of wmilernity, %e o theater
function end shiould bo the subject of a vauco planning end arrengemente,

o, S»oerial rest homes for esir-c¢rew nersonnel habituslly flr—
ing combat mimreir.a, to wich such persennel may be sent on reccmmende—
tion of medice) pewsonnel ns o means of proloiging thelr operntioral
life ed which protalte of the nature of hosnitrl frcilitles for psyche-
logierl trastmoni, ciculd be plraned rrd provided for in edvence on m
logintiep) Upisn,

tion of ony progran for nrurarving the
conbai ¥y : vouh $e proviston of ompertunity and
Facdlstdon foe reay, recreation and ralaxawict snthis 2 pvecscas
theatsr saquires o vaty oxtansivo amkount of true's, Lapr wnd air
TrArs ar 3over ard shive that racuirad for astus) milifars anoretien,
togetinr wath aleam-cut plnms Ard rdsguate natceneel et frcilities
far fondiug o3 honping o6 Ficto unrouta, nnd aev <Nl e achleved if
such progiesm “aa - Jefinite pln.ca_i'. tha ovarn.l plan for ke onern-
tion.

of Eraeesy

q. During » rapld and continusd advance the difficulty of
transporting combst personnel gronted passas and furloughs to nrad
from rest er-pe aad the sotual physicel hardshipe to individuel Atter-
tant waon the travel invalved roduce, »nd undar some conditions, en-
tiraly ceneol, the valua of such pasees and furloughs in meinteinine
combat sfficiancy, urlese adequate transport equipment, personrel srd
frellitier are mrovided.

r. The question of the amount end wind of transport tr e
devoted to the needs of persomnel granted prsaes, isnves and furloughs
from combat units ig insepnrably tied up with other tactical #'d leogls~
tical frotoras entering into the plan of operations, and should be tranted

- 19 -



an  co—ordin-te hasis with thern rnd mrde tan rubject of defintta
aommrnd decisions,

19

v.

Zacommendetions,

n, Thrt definite nolicias and regulntionk for tha pde~
urte erd expeditione handling of emerzency lesves and furloughs,
fully utilizing th~ facilitire of the Americen Red Zroes under
2l nrly dafined rrocedures, %e adonted And published in advance
far fl) melor militery oprratinns,

v, That rototion of individurl military veveon= sl be-
W combrt wiite ongnmed in activae aperetions snd the Zene of
the Interior, be coneicered i-prncticrdle Tor an oversars theatrT,
in viecw of trars ort-ticn reguir-m nts involved, ~nd thrt it be
ziven no place in futurs nleaniny a8 » meens of counter~acting
Rattle-frti e, avcent in thr cese of certain clerses of Ar Yorce®
poreonnol

e, ant e defintte coliny be eptablished and wlras nndo
tn advonce for -~ weaeram nf r turni:ope selectd fndividucle fron
the combat fomw to their homaw for e minimum voriod of 45 dare
tarmnrary duty for ve-habilltetion, recuncr-tion snd recevery, snd
th~t selrction of ‘ndividunls for such r.turn be dHreoed uvon the
neede of tha individusl, the durrtion, naturs and 2harsctor of his
comdrt enrvice ~rd unon aonditi~ne in his fenily,

d, Th't in »ny Plorn for a prosrow oFf maintaining tho
combnt cfficliency nf front line troope through salective tamorrxry
autr 2% thatr hamos for reheRilitetion, recuner~tion, snd racovery,
sfecunte nrovision de mede for the immecista replacen nt of indiv-
inurle selrrted for such termorary duty, for the dismosition of
the relectod fwdtvidumle wpon theixy raturn to duty, for fully
apriring them in sdivance of any conditions nsnd restrictione ng
to rTesssignnong durin~ such termorory Tuty, mnd for the elspre of
suffLai-nt tine Hetwern the spnouncem.nt of cuotes snd the pctusl
d perture of nersons aelocted to fill them So wnreit s esr-ful »nd
Juet melection to bo nade »r the irnediate wnit commender,

s, Th~t »ny wlsn for » nrogrem of returnins militsry
pursonncl from sn pvarsens thantor to the Zonn of $ha Intorier,
¢lthor on an emcrgoncy leave or furlough stntus or on tenmorpry
duty for raiedilit~tinn, recuperstion end recovury, include, aAs
~n integral prrt of the logsistic~1 plen of operntionr, definite
provifsien for the ollotment of ndwiunte air or cufface transport
tor rarconvgl concerned,

£, T~t plons for the ertrblishment rnd ow. vation of
lenve centars and recreontionrl ~rers within o thaetrr of encrn-
gions teo which individurls of combrt units nny bhe Sont for bdrief
puriodn of reat, recrvation end rolexating, . cen<idarcd AR csa~
vnttel ond integrel ports of the overnll nler of onerration, with
nrioritics in sunmlies, faeilitles apd personncl commansurat: with
thaen accorded other militory functirnse,

7. ™ot tha nrovision of rart-homes Lo which ajr-craw
P srronnal anespnd in Flyine dombat miseions mer he sant for short
n-riode of nervous snd physic~l rohsbllitrtion ~t the insuance of
rienonsibhla medicnl morconnel, B considerad » nediesl prodlem,
ané that nlans for onnretine narsonncl, sunslies =nd facilities
Ba plermad for in ~dvance on thn semo fonting ns other logleticrl)
nroblems,

!
N
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h, That the provisicn of rdequete »ir, reil and notor
transnort cculnmont, nersennel snd facilities, includins those
noceseary for intermedinte halts, for mersonncl on pass, lesve OT
furlough from com®at urits, ba considerrd an aseential ~lencrd in
the Hlanning nf future militory ovierntions,
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Turloughs to the United Statnes, Requerte for leeve af Pbsence
‘or fuloushe to return to the United States were roceived from
tima tn time usuplly For the murnoase of arrenging losnl and fin-
nnclel metieres Aarieine from the desth of 2 family menbar or oth-r
r.2alrtive, or similer {rnortsnt ner<onnl reasonda, hen th- rues—
tion of swulishing a »olicy to the command sroec on 9 Aril lqh:w,
thn doclsiaon was nmade thrt 1{ would be tho unpubliehed nolicy of.
the theater conmmender ordineril;r not to gront lesver nnd furloughs
to vielt the U, S, "hen <hn new BPCUSA cireulor on lenvee, fur-
Loughs, and - nscue wae nuvlished on 21 Decemdar 1943, (Jir 60)
it contained » specific wrohidlition agninet lerves and furlouzhe
to the United Strtes,

Txecentions to thim wolicy were made frow time to time whien
reguests vers supnrorted by recommend-tions of Americean Ted Uross
Homa oservice, (Ref Item #75, Yol I, AG 210,711, 00 10143) Rem
qu. wte of this nature, origl nating with relatives in tha US be--

e more Trecunnt F‘Pt- :xr arrrivel of units waich hed particinsted
'ln tHe camprigne in Yorth africa and Sicily, “he nrocadurs adon-
ted at thot tire was to securrs the recommendetion of the division
or fimilar unit comender, snd thrre recommendetions warye followed
to n grert oxtent in gronting exceptions,

Poge 1, Apnendix 1,



Riviore Li-ve Center

C6 thru 24
(1) &4 G-1 Opt 638 /2n0)
(2) no/s 19Uk 1. DISCUSSIOr

1, Fany provossls hava baen pdvanced recortly with raprrd
to n lenve conter in the aren of the Tranch Tivicra, Toon that
pror whr Firet occupled by tha Sev.onth Army, one hotel in Cornes,
the I'e tiner, was requisitioned, At this time, 1t is enerated by
ASC, VPO Ffor the Air Jorcos of tha Ll-dit rrennen "hastor under
their ~anersl lecvo pelicice,

2. The (6, USSDAT, i= vory enxicus to Lnetitute n siniler
lenve frcilltier for peracnnrl of hia commend, end {nforwmel srvenge-
ments have bacn cormleted whoreby ot the aporopriste time, the
operatieon of the Nerginer would be trensforred from 120 to tha
06, USSTaF,

3. 4attached 1¢ » plen of oporaticn fer the Centar, pren-red
by -1 in consultation with remrescntstives of USSTAT, an the
16, Twelfth Army Group, Usinz the provwesed nolicies conteined
therein ar a guide, ropresantntives of G-l rnd G-1 have mede »
reconmaifeance of the nrae and have found thnt all of the nrin-
cippl hotels, whilo at present vnoccupied, sre pvajlsbdle for use
by the US Zoreer, Civilian awners heve exertid every effort to
kanp thelr stsffs intact and heve axpresred exirone willingness
thrt thelr properties be uszd for » lesve cont.r,

Y. The CG, Daltn Ra=e Section, hre v rb=lly expressed his
gentral sporovel of the nroject end hec previously inltirted stens
to rocure on recuisition certrin pdditirnel hetels in the S-nnes
and I'ice srosm, On s whols, tho clviilisn ovmors heve indie~ted thot
within throe weeks from the d-te of raguisitien, the individuel
hotel would bBe resdy to reaunlve fueeis,

5., The prosent ¢ifficulty with the extensive cperetieon of
thn Axes rs p lonrvn conter La the mntber of troneport-ti-on, It
is poorecistnd thot the whole nroject i dencndent upon the pvynile
Ab111t¥ of rril trensportation Iram the srea of Torthern Crenee,
Howaver, the CG, USSTAT, haa indicrted thet » inited enount of
faelliting exist for trevel Wy fir, nnd to thet oxtent, innadiatn
opcration of the contsr would be fuseidle, Active operetien of
tho center, however, would not be inrtituted unttl ofter admini-
stretive contrel of the nrea concernad is ansumed Hy “endguertors.

IT ACTICN F2C%LTUDED:

. 1, ©hot the genorel nlan of ensretien of th Tiviers Lasve
Center, natt-ched, ha sprrovad. ,

2. Thnt the AC of S, G-l institute, as soon ~s consistent
with operrticn requiremants, rail facilitivs to the “ivlern ares,

3, Thet upon ss<umption of administrative control of thv
aren by thin hesdquertors, the rotunl eetebiishmont of the center
be comnl -tad by aprraprinte nulliention of this hordguart-ra,

AC of S, -1

Pf;gu 1, Appendlx 2,



RIVITRA LAV TR

THPODUCTRICY
2 Octahar 104k

1, ‘“Xtourive lenve center accommodations for combet farcas
of thr thonter will ho nreded ehortly,
a, Ground Tarces: The ©6, Tw:-1fth Army Group, hos indlcrted
sh. desirn to mete extensive uen of leave conters in the evaent oft
{1) Surrcpder,
(») Indicetirns of n long cermeign of fortified mo=itions
ad 1ittle movement,

b, Air Jorcest I-wmedirtely, vith perticulor rofarence to
britle exhpustion cr-en,

2, Present ratiant-e from G-l nnd the Chief of Trensportetion
inddcote thet reil connections to the Riviere sres frhould be re—
nedilitoted by 15 Yovember, In the crec of rail connectiong Prris-
M jon=harecilles, motor transportetion (pr £ radvly contrect civil-
isn) tould by recuired from lioresillos to Cenneg, or in the evunt
reil trenenortstion is pveiladle to Fige, then from I'lee to Connva,
tnaelal through lasve treaine woold then be availeble,

3, In the mesntime, a limitad sir shuttle serviee aty Ye
aatrblished by the 08, USSTAT, for the ferrying of pnrsomeel to
the Riviern Lrove Centor, Three pir atrips ~ve avnilnble, Hoe,
Son Rephrel sne Cpnnes,  Kone of thase rtrine, homysr, nre hard
aurfaced rnd vill pccor~od” to only » dliited ~mount of trrffic,
Mey sr» susceptidle to drcoming ineperrtionnl in the avant of
rein, #nd the herd swrfanins of onn of these three atrina would Yo
reguired, Sea Teuhral Being the nact centrally locrtad would nrab-
sbly be tho rast desirabls one to Word surface,
Y Present thenter leeve waltey [Cir 3, T &%) wild be

moiTied to the axtent nnsess-ry,

FROWrATWT 60 FANILITICS

5, Ooners) Purahosine Asent, TTCUSA, hee dnitint.d arelivin-
ary obonn with svaropricte Trench Hindetries te rogiisition under
reeinraesl rid the proncriies in question, &11 of the hotels
Viated in Sxhidit "AY, atteched remort to AC of § G-B(Trb E:LD
would b deosired snd are includnd 3in tho roguisiti~n new undnr
atudy by the Ganornl Purchneing &gent,

6. Thg "atels thog sre nt prasant vocent rre atanding by,
rnd in the majority of the case=s the civilian cwmors are axtremely
derdirous thnt thelr nrovpartios ba recuieitionnd, Seme ownors hnve
xept intact their civilien atnffs pnd rll ownnrs heve indicrted
~n extrame willinmoere to repssrenbla thoir sgrffa vith » ninimam
of dular,

7. Guly one hotul, the Lertinse, is operating, This otael
war gecured upon Tacuirition by the 7th Army, and lntor turned to
the CG, ASC, HKZ0 for uec in the FTO roet cont r program, Presont
nolicy nf the C6, LATO with Tegerd ta reet canters is contnalnad in
Cir 102, TATCGUSA, 25 Aug ¥4(T-b "D"),  In sddition, the CG, DJelee
Gnee Seatisn hee instituted acticn to reguisition tha mor: desir-
able hotels in the Klviars area, »rd lrtar infemation incicotes
thet apnroximetely ten hotels heve hern secured,

Prg~ 2, Apnendix 2,



PROFOS®D FTAY 07 CEZTATICY

.&. Thr oparation of the lesve cantor 411 b s function of
the militsry ostablishmant rethoer thon the Am-riern Red Cross,
and will e tho resnonsibility of the Braes Seeticn Commander cov-
cerned,. Howevar, APC freilities ore authorizad to ths gcient
da.med spnropriatea,

n, Tull ure will be made of civilien porsonnel, an? to the
meximum extent nmoseiblo, the eontrr internsl menegomont, staffin:
~nd demartic housclacing of the dndividual hotele will he undar
the supcrvision =nd sctive control of the clvilian ownors, It is
not contemplatod thet extonsive usc of military parsonneld for the
int.rnel onerstion of the hotels will be requirnd,

10, All area control, milii~ry sunarvision, disciplinary con-
trol, post exchsnge facllities, eaocinl aervica, apd othur srranin-
mente are the responsibility of the res Snction Commander, Genorsl
rules apnlicrble to all hotsls pertaining to guch mrttart ns hours
of menls, pacsts, ber freilitics, grrtultiee, ote,, will e nromule
grtud by tho Bese Grction Gommencer in order to insurc uniformity
throughout the centrr, & fin~ncu oisbursing faction to surve all
tronsient wereonnel of the conter will ‘g provided Wy thr Base
Soetion Conmmender for rll nacensnry finence sorviee,

11, Tha Tsrter Commendor will nllosrts 1o the me or subordi-
nrta cammendere of the thantor cartein blocks af neccormodrtions,
with sathority to rond personncl to the certer for lesve or fur-
lough not 1n mxccse nt Apy onn time of the total nllotted mcccmmo~
dnrtions,

12, Tagh of thm mpjor subordinete cormpnders to whom hlocks
of rccommod-tions mre allotted will mrintein nt the Contar Hend-
quertere a smell billsting and personnel sdminietrotive rtaff,
whote function it will be, wnd: T the sup-rvision of the Bnee Sec-
tion Commrnder, to maot errivals of thot command, ~rreange for tha
parsonnel nocounting during the ste)r nt the center, mesign Mllats
within the hotols ellotted to thet comwnd, rnd hanclo other pd-
minirtrative pereopnnl scocunting dnteils incident to the individ-
upls concerncd,

13, Leave or furlough will beeoma sffective wion arrival of
the individurl »t the contrr and will rmine te unen is departurc,

14, Total mtay nt the centrr will not axcord five do¥e,

15, ithin the brosd nllocetion of necomrod-tions mada by
the Thenter Commander, individunl hotuls will be desimated or
earmarked for the mejor subordinase gommanders consaracd, Thus,
certain “otsls will bs for tha usun of Alr Torce personngl, others
for Ground Torces, ete, DMietinciion botwnen officaers nnd enlirted
pursqnnnl will be obeerved ng 10 s1loc~tion of rirngle hotels, thus
one hotel will not house both officer end enlieted pursonncl, In
gonersl hotals pt Fice rnd vieinity will ha reacrved for enlisted
persomel, ernd accormmodntinns ot Cpnnes will e for officer per-
sonnel, Certein hotels will be desipanted, howaver, for all prr-
sonnol of the lomon's Service of the thcater and seprrate hotel
alloc tinrn will not ba made for the ‘omen's Services of the mpjor
subordinete comm nds,

16. Tonacec, being m neutrel country, will be Yoff timivs' to
all perronncl, :

Pnge 3, Awendix 2.



17. & rominal charge will be mede for all personnel using ths
fecilitics of the contar, This charge will be collect:d ~t the
nwotal unon the individuels' dopearture and will defrsy incident~l
cxpenses, grotuities, and expenses 1n connection with tho operntion
of the hotels that nre not covered by raeclprocsl =id,

1¢, All mastas will be "TM type mess (se~ p-r 8§, Cir Qp,
TOUSA, cr Tnd "C"), A choarze will be mrde for enrch merl which
may be Tnid unon dennrture fron toe hot:l, -mlisted nep will Do
ontitled to rotion rllowruces while on furlough,

Page ]-l, A~.endix 2,



AMERICAN RzD CLC38
TN GREAT BRITaId siD LESTEAN wUROPE

GeNoKAL HuADJAR TS
APO 87 U, S. althY
uctaber 25, 1945
ANS BHS TO WUBESTICUS SUBNITTZD 3Y THE FACT FLUDIKG SURVSY OF Thi
Y I XTS BRPCHT OF wORLD LR I1X

CIUB DEPARTh&HT

2. Hew many bed spaces, 2nd how are thoy allocated?

sngland: There wole 42,555, boed spaces beoked daity in
ohsland,
Continunt: There were 11,123, bud spacas pooked dailyr on the

continant,

WILLIal L. rilhcs
sircector
Fi.ld ourvice Lupt.

Page 1, appendis 3.



bicct: Privilegs Leave on th. contanent

U
o

21 & Gp/3747/23/A(PS2)
12 Fob 45
moadgunrtors,
& army Uroup

12 army Group
Com. 4 nlOUSA

1, Thore are a smali nuwsber of wwn in this Army Group who,

vihilic ulSIlﬂL to syend thedr privilege leave on tlic continent,

do not uish vo stuy in official liave ustablishments. Such
ren hove fricnds or rolitions living in the thoator and auoly

A
tO Su_"y r.ji.: th‘-.nlt

2 The number of ppliccents is not leuly Lo ciaceid ten
dar i K.
3. Adocormodations prosunts no probloum and 1t can always bo

arrongs d tiict ecations for the poriod of lunve ar. carriuc by
tlu.. o OJ.Jl\‘l .

L. UladF have agrecd an prineipic to th. jranting of sueh
leav. subjuct to concurrenc. of the Coemind or sonu to b

J
visit.d,

5. Ta aveid suimitting individual appaicutions, it is
roguestod that you shouad _ive o covering wpgroval to thc
pranting or such Leave in thie arvas concurned,

Js/ L. G BT, vol
ear .!"1':‘, (FO]') & jor-treneral,
21 army Group, i/e aduinistration,
iL.A. 21 Army Group,

hl,

Copy to: 3HisT (Your aG 210,711-1 GaP-sCl: datud
Y Feh rofurs).

Page 1, Apoundix 4,



(Ltr, 21 A Gp/37h7/°3A(PSE), 12 Tedb hﬁ subj: Privilege Leave on the
Continent)

210,712 ECD/ed
x220,711.(AG-P) 1st Ind
Hesdquerters Twelfth Army Group, AP0 655, U § Army, 21 February 1945,

T0: Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army Group,

1, Pursuant to the request containad in parsgreph §, basic
communi cation, sourovel is gronted to personnsl of your conmpnd to pro-
ceed to points in rear of corps resr boundaries within the Twelfth
Army Group erem, It is requested that prior clearance be obteined
from this heandquarters for personnsl whose destinations are forwsrd of
Corps rasr boundsries,

2, It is requested that similar authorit;” be given to this head-
quartere to grant leaves, furlovghs and passes to points 1n rear of
Corps ramrr boundaries within the 21 Army Group ares,

For the Army Greun Commandor:

C. B, HAYS,
Lt Cnl, AGD,



14 lLiarch 1945
220,711 (o)
LUGILOT:  wotntlon of Cosbat woldi.ors

) : Comunding Goairals, First, Third, Winth zna Fifteonth
aradces, OOth Infrntiry Oivicien,

1.¢ In my opinion, the prinsipnl rursose foir roturning pursonnel
tn #he Unitod Slates for r;st, riuilaxctien snd rechpuraticn is te furnish
sofiu rolicf for mon suff.rin, from combat fatigu., and is nob dusigned to
give such raturn to non just tuecauso thivy have been w2y from acau. for a
lon,, time. The senc generel posdey ic 2'ollowed by the nl"' rores,

2. It i3 my desire, iheroior., thut spprosirately 90% cf rotarning
sersonnul to from sctturce compurics of infanbry nnd othor individnals
vho sy habitually in clouse contact with th. .cncuy ovir lon, puricds of
tise,

3. In ordur to izintoin letter.d infontry companics at mximue
«Liici.ney, Division Coraiinu.rs :re zethorizod to transfir gu.seancl from
Biene anits to otiier unite of their command lmwcdistely prior te thuir
dupnrbturc to Lho dnited Sostes, provided that sach transfors do not
crvate overstron,ths, othwr thon pruvivusly authorizcd, in thuse units,
"..ik;n the man roturns fron the United states, he will retein this now

gsignm.nt unluss ho specific2lly ruguaests o return to tiis old company.

L. It is Cuslred thit perconncl b informed of tilz poiiey srior
o theldr Cuprrbure for tue Undted wtuales,

0. M. BiallnY,
Licat.niat General, U, oo 4,
COun0in;,



TELFTH ARKY GROUP
G-1 SECTION
iornle Brunch
10 May 1945
IEMCRANDUR: TO: General OtHare
SUBJECT: Air Transportution for Leave Purposes.

1. The pruesent allotment of sireraft to this command for léave
purpos.s is as follows:

a. RIVIiRA

(1) Third US Aramy 2 round trips por day 336 Off & Bl per
weok

{2) Ninth US Army 4 round trips por day 672 Off & EN per
wuck

(3) Fiftecrth US Amy 1 round trip por week 24 Off & EM por
waek

(4) 12 Army Group 1 round trip per weck 24 Off & Bk por

week
1056
b, UNITED kINGDOM
(1) Third US Army 2 round trips per wk 48 of I pur wuck
(2) Ninth US Arny L " weonogg o owooomom
(3) 15th US Arwy 10 n wouoppomowoom
(4) 12th Army Gp 1 ¢ n woon EZL L
2

2, At the timc the above flichts were sot up, fifty-two (52) air—
eraft por week wore reguired.  As the armics advaencud devper into Gor-
many; aircr-ft were uncble to milu round trip flights in onc day to tho
Riviera, thurefa v, ncecssitating double thu number of aircraft uscd for
Riviera leaves, At the prosent time this commnd is using eighty-cight
(88) plancs per week for Rivicrn leaves and wight {8) plincs pur wok
far Unitcd Khingdom Icaves or o total of ain.ty-six (96) plancs.

3. Un 20 spril 1945, & ruGuest was submitted to G-4 to ineressu
the number of plancs flyinmg to tnu Rivicra to tun (10) plancs per day
from the armivs and one plane por weck for this heldquarters, including
the eight (&) plancs per woeek LO the Unitud Kingdom. This would invelve
the wse of one-huired and £ifty(150) aircraft per weeh. Ia view of
tho critical supply situation at that timec, G-4 would not approve the
usv of additional aireraft.

4, Recently CATOR advised that supplics would now b handled in
the normal nmenncr, ic, rail and truck and that priority for the cmploy—
ment of aireraft would bu the cvacuition of riloascd prisoncrs of war.
Any incrcase in the numbur of aircraft uscd for leave purposcs wourlid ro-
ducc the mumber available far the cvacuation of ruleascd prisoncrs of
war,
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5, Iach Army has ruquested additional airlift to both the Riviura
apd the Unitced hingdom, stating that it is onc of thc mest wffeetive
means of transporting personncl on luave snd of asinttining morale,

6. At the present tine this command is allotted LO6UC ccomnodn-
tions per wuck in the Rivicra, of waich 1824 pur wuck arc us.d by pur-
sonncl transported by rail,

JOHN L. aizS, Jr.
Colonel, GSC
Chicf, Morzic Branch.
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